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ADVERTISEMENT.

The work now offered to the public was translated by

Mr. Charles Frederick William Jaeger, a native

of Germany, and a graduate of the University of Giessen.

The editor was introduced to him by the Rev. Mr. Schaef-

fer, a pastor of the Evangehcal Lutheran church in this

city, and regrets that his return to Germany has prevent-

ed him from cultivating an acquaintance with a scholar

so extensive and accurate in his acquirements, and so

unassuming in his character. Mr. Jaeger spent about

three years in this country, and had acquired a sufficient

knowledge of the English language to enable him to

write and speak it with considerable facility. His ma-

nuscript became known to the editor
;
and some cir-

cumstances, which it is unnecessary to make public,

led him to feel no small interest in the work. It was

not to be expected that, in so short a time as three years,

a foreigner could acquire so thorough and accurate a

knowledge of English, as to write it with perfect purity,

and without any admixtuie of the idioms of liis verna-

cular tongue. That the sentiments of the German au-

thor should have been transferred into this language in

the style and manner of Mr. Jaeger's manuscript, wliere

the peculiarities of the original were very often exhibited

with striking correctness in the choice of appropriate

words and phrases, was to the editor equally surprising

and agreeable. With the view, however, of enhancing

the value of the work, he has endeavoured to make
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it as accurate as a careful revision would enable him
to dOj and he hopes that the German idiom has not often

escaped his notice and correction. He has compared it

with the work of Moritz, the beauties of which are trans-

fused into the present production, with occasional altera-

tions and additions, which he thinks entitle it to be an-

nounced as an " improvement" of the original.

The immediate avocation and daily duties of the edi-

tor do not allow him to devote much time and study to

Greek and Latin classics. Still he is well aware of the

importance of making them the ground-work of a tho-

rough education, and cannot but indulge the hope, that

this little work of Moritz may be of use in advancing

among us a department of literature, which it must be

confessed is not estimated as its importance merits.

The author seems to have entered into the spiiit which

pervades remote antiquity, and to have written his wort

under the excitement of the feelings which characterize

the age of imagination : so much so indeed, that a

times the reader might almost suppose that it is the wel

attested truth of history which is presented to his view

and not the fictions of mythological fable.

S. H. T.
New-York. January^ 1830.



TRANSLATOR'S PREFACE.

The work from which the present translation is made,

ranks among the favourite school-books used in the Gymnasia

of Germany. It contains, in a small compass, all the import-

ant matter connected with the subject which the title-page an-

nounces. The arrangement is judicious, simple, and alike

easily comprehended and retained in the memory. Though it

treats of a very delicate subject, and one which is particularly

difficult to be properly explained to young persons, the author

has surmounted its difficulties, and stands distinguished among
the writers on Mythology, by the chasteness of his language.

His pure and elevated feehng has led him to avoid the danger-

ous tendency, which so frequently prevails in our own enlight-

ened age, and even with regard to religious subjects, where it

might least be expected, to despise and ridicule what we can-

not approve. In compiling his work, he did not forget that it

was his duty to behold himself, and to make his readers behold,

former times and past generations, as far as possible, in their

own light, and not in that of the nineteenth century ; and thus

he has succeeded in discovering and pointing out some beauti-

ful features of his subject.

These may be considered as the principal reasons why this

work has met with so favourable a reception in Germany,

that in the space of a few years the fifth edition has been called

for.

Although the book is principally intended for the use of

young persons, the various hints here and there thrown out by
the author, relating to the connexion between fiction and reali-

ty, may render it attractive also to the more advanced scholar.

In fact, the arrangement of the whole is adapted to every class

of readers. In the preface to the first edition, the author him-

self thus concisely states the design of his work :
" I have at-

1*



VI translator's preface.

tempted to represent the Mythological Fictions of the Ancients

in the sense in which they are applied by the principal poets

and artists—a« a language of Fancy ; and an attentive con-

sideration of their works has been my clew through the laby-

rinth of these Fictions.» In that to the fifth edition, the editor

expresses himself as follows :
" Instead of a complete heathen

theology, acquaintance with which is neither easily attained,

nor pursued with pleasure, and in regard to which it is even

not to be wished that it should be more extensively diffused,

we here find an ingenious and lively representation of such

poetic fictions as most frequently occur. And even the truly

learned will often be surprised at the happy conceptions of

Moritz, who, not aware of the difficulty of proving many of

his positions, frequently touches with gi*eat felicity the vital

point of an ancient fiction ; and the fable, related by him, ac-

quires an evident and intelligible consistency."

This fifth edition, as it appears from the foregoing paragraph,

was not published under the inspection of the author. Moritz

is no more ; but his name lives in the grateful remembrance of

thousands, who were led by him, in an easy and agreeable

manner, into a field of literature, attractive in itself, and neces-

sary to be traversed, in order to understand and enjoy the

wi-iters of antiquity.
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MYTHOLOGICAL FICTIONS

OF THE

GREEKS AND ROMANS.

PRELIMINARY REMARKS.

Point of vieio in lohich Mythology ought to he con-

sidered.

Mythological Actions are to be considered as a

knc^uaseof imagination, and, viewed m this light, tliejr

are taken out of the connexion of realities, and consti-

tute, as it were, a world of themselves.

Imagination, meeting with no resistance, reigns arbi-

trarily in her own dominion. It is her nature to create

and to form; for which purpose she chooses a wide

siope, at the same tune carefully avoidmg all abstact

and inetaphysical ideas that might interrupt o confound

her fictitious creations. She shuns, above all, l,he idea

of a metaphysical infinity and boundlessness, because

ta it ™er delicate creations would instantly lose them-

Slve She boldly discards the idea of an existence

without beginning ;
with her all is .-ise, conception and

birth, up to the remotest history of the gods I^one of

the higher beings that imagination exhibits, is fiom

eternity
' none of unlimited power. She also sets aside

üfe idJa of omnipresence, for it would restram hfe and

motion in her world of deities.™
She endeavours, on the contrary, - "™* as possiWe

to connect her creations with time and place
,
she loves

to soar and rest over the real world : lest, however, the
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too nigh proximity and too great lustre of reality should

be. prejudicial to her dusky hght, she is most gratified

in adhering to the dark history of yore, where time and
place themselves are often wavering and uncertain, and
where she may therefore range with the more freedom.

But as, at the same time, in the mythological fictions

which antiquity has delivered to us, a faint trace of its

lost history is concealed, they become more venerable,

being not a mere dream, nor an empty play of \^ it, but

receiving, through their intimate connexion with the

most ancient events, a weight, which prevents them
from dissolving into mere allegory. To endeavour to

transform the Mythology of the ancients, by various

forced interpretations, into empty allegories, woiüd be no
less foolish, than to attempt to metamorphose it alto-

gether into pure, true history. The hand that should

dare to draw aside the veil which covers these fictions,

would, at the same time, injure the nice texture of

fancy, and meet only with contradictions and absiudi-

ties instead of the expected discoveries. That these

tender blossoms of poesy may not be blighted, it is

necessary to take them at first just as they are^ with-

out any regard to what they 7nay signify^ in order to

behold, as much as possible at one single view, the

whole of them, and, by degrees, to trace the remoter

relations between the several fragments which time has
left to us. Thus, if we were taught, for instance, that

Jupiter signifies the higher air, this explanation would,

by no means, furnish us with a just idea of Jupiter, in

which every thing should be comprised that fancy has
included in it, and whereby this idea is complete in

itself \vithout the necessity of having recourse to any
thing external. The idea of Jupiter, in the dominion
of fancy, signifies, first, himself, as the name of Ceesar

in the chain of realities, means, first, Caesar himself;

and a person, who, by beholding the mastenvork of

Phidias, would first have thought of the higher air,

must have disowned all feeling for every thing beauti-
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ful and sublime, and considered the most eminent work

of art as a hieroglv^jhic or dead letter, the whole value

of which consists in signifying something external, not

belonging to itself

A true work of art, a beautiful product of imagina-

tion, is something finished and complete in itself; it

exists for, and carries its value in itself, as well as in

the well arranged proportion of its parts
;
while, on the

other hand, mere hieroglj-phics or letters may be ever so

ill-shaped, pro\ided they i^oint out the thoughts of the

writer. The man who, after the perusal of Homer,

should ask, what the Iliad means, and what the Odys-

sey, must certainly have been httle touched by their

sublime poetical beauties.

Again : all that a beautifid work of fancy signifies,

lies in itself; it reflects, in its greater or smaller compass,

the relations of things, the life and fate of man, and

teaches wisdom, according to Horace, better than Gran-

tor and Chrysippus. But all these considerations are

secondary to the poetical beauties, and not the chief aim

of poesy. Instruction also does not constitute her

principal task
;
yet she teaches the better for this very

reason, because even instruction subjects itself to what

is beautiful in poetry, and, by this very means, acqukes

new grace and additional charms. In mythological

fictions, however, instruction is indeed so far subordi-

nate, that if we should seek for it in them, the whole

series of these fables would appear fiivolous. For, in

these poetical representations of higher beings, man is

of so little moment, that he m general, and his moral

wants m particular, are totally disregarded. He often

appears in them as nothing but the sport of those su-

perior powers, who, being above aU responsibility, raise

and sink him at their pleasure, less anxious to punish

the offences between man and man, than to revenge,

in the most direful manner, every appearance of en-

croachment upon the privileges of the gods.

These superior personages are by no means moral
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beings. With them, power is always the principal

consideration to which all others are subjected. The
everlasting strength of youth which they possess, dis-

plays itself in its whole luxurious fulness : for, as every

one of these beings represents in itself, in a certain

respect, the whole of nature with all its luxuriant growth

and swelling abundance, it is in such a representation

above all morality ;
because the whole of nature cannot

be said to be extravagant, nor can the lion be reproached

on account of his fierceness, nor the eagle for his rapa-

city, nor the snake for its noxiousness.

But as fancy, avoiding general ideas, endeavoms to

indi\äduate her creations as much as possible, she trans-

fers the idea of a superior, provident power, to diffierent

beings, whom she represents as individuals, ascribing

to them genealogies, birth, name, and human shape.

She causes them to act also, as much as she possibly can,

in the regions of reality. Her gods marry the daugh-

ters of men, and from this union spring those heroes

Avho, by bold deeds, ripen into immortahty.

Here then it is where the region of imagination bor-

ders the nearest to that of reality, and where it is of

importance to consider the language of fancy, or my-
thological fiction, merely as such, and to guard against

all premature historical interpretation : for this inter-

mingling of tmth with fable in early history, forms on
our horizon the first dawn. If a bright day shall here

arise, it is necessary to separate the mythological fables

as much as possible from one another, in order to dis-

cover the thread of their coherence. To collect, in this

manner, the oldest national tales which are handed
down to us, is the task of a general mythology, to which
the present work, comprising that of the Greeks and
Romans, may be considered as a small contribution.

Let a poet who, in the most faithful strains, ha$

sung the praise of fancy, lead us into her domain.
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MY GODDESS.

•'To wliich of tlie immortals belongs the highest

praise ? I shall not contend the point with any one, but

give mine to Fancy, the never restmg, ever changing,

whimsical daughter of Jupiter, his darhng.

For to her he has granted all freaks, which he shares

with none but herself, and he delights in the httle fool.

May she, crowned wich röses and bearing the stem

of a lily, enter the flowery valleys, to rule over the but-

terflies, and suck vvith bees' hps the hght nutritious

dew from the blossoms
;

Or, with dishevelled hair and gloomy aspect, rush

through the yielding wind, round rocky walls, appearing

in a thousand dirferent colours, ever changing like morn-
ing and eve, as inoon-glances appear to mortal eyes.

Let us all praise the old venerable father, who has
granted to mortal men so fail' a companion, endowed
with never fading charms.

For to us alone he has miited her with heavenly
band, bidding her never to forsake us, to abide ^ath
us in joy and sorrow, as becomes a faithful companion.

All the other poor races of prolific earth, tlie mother
of life, wander and feed in the bhnd enjoyment, as well

as the dull pain of momentary, limited life, bent under
the yoke of necessity.

But upon us—O rejoice ! he has bestowed his most
active daughter, his own darhng. Treat her ^\ath affec-

tion, like a beloved one, let her enjoy the honour of a wife.

And let the old grave mother-in-law, Wisdom, by no
means distress the tender httle soul

!

1 know her sister also, the elder and more serious of

the two, my gentle friend ! O that she may never for-

sake me, while the hght of hfe continues, she the noble

encourager, comforter—Hope f
Goethe.

2
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GENERATION OF THE GODS.

Wheresoever the eye of fancy cannot penetrafc, there

is chaos, night, and darkness ; and yet the subhme
imagination of the Greeks carried even into this night

a faint ghmmer, which gave charms to its very terrors.

In the beginning, there is notliing but Chaos and
sable-vested Night., the ancestors of Nature; from them
the vast Earth, (Gea, Tena,) afterward takes her rise,

and the ^oovay Erehus his, and Cupid also, the fairest of

immortal gods. Thus, in the very first outset of these

fictitious compositions, the opposite extremes of things

are brought together ;
beauty and lovehness being united

with the terrors of night and darkness. Form and
lieauty must arise out of shapelessness and deformity

;

light must spring from darkness. Night, (Nox.) mar-

ries Erebus, the old seat of gloom, and the offspring of

theij' union are Aether and Dai/.

Yet Night, concealing in herself all the forms, which
i.he light of day expands before our eyes, presents to us

a numerous progeny. Her seat is the deep of the

Earth ; there is utter darkness, and there the source

of all things high, heavenly, and lucid. Earth pro-

duces out of herself Uranos, or the Ski/, that bends

over her, and thus the dark solid matter, surrounded by
light and transparency, is what comprises the seed of

all things, and from whose womb all creatures spring-

forth.

Earth, after having further produced out of herself

the Mountains, and Ponius, or the Sea, marries Ura-

nos, who overclouds her, and she gives him strong sons

r.nd daughters, who become formidable to their parent

liimself. They are :

The hundred-armed Giants, Cottus, Gyges or

Gyes, and Briareus ;

The monstrous Cyclops, Brontes, Steropes, and

Arges :
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The ambitious Titans of great strength, Coeus.

Criiis, Hyperion, and Japetiis ;

Oceaniis;

The mighty Titanides, Thia^ Rhea, Themis.

Mnemosyne^ Phoebe, Tethys ; and finally Saturnus

or Chronos, the youngest of the Titans.

These children of Sky and Earth, (Uranos and

Gea ; Coelus and Terra,) however, Uve not to behold

the light of day, but are, as soon as they are born, shut

up again in Tartarus by their father, who dreads their

innate strength. Thus Chaos still maintains her rights.

All formations are yet unsettled, and wavering between

sedition and oppression. Earth groans in her inner-

most recesses on account of her children's fate, and
meditates vengeance. Forging the first sickle, she gives

it as an instrmnent of revenge to Saturn, her youngest

son.

Those wild generations must cease. Uranos, who
keeps his own childi'en prisoners in nocturnal darkness,

must be deprived of his authority. His youngest son,

Saturn, instigated by his mother, overreaches hmi when
embracing Earth, and maims him with the sickle

received by his mother. Out of the drops of blood

which Earth catches up in her lap, arise, in the course

of time, the avenging Furies, the dreadful Giants,

who hurl defiance toward the vault of heaven, and
the Nymphs Meliae, who dwell upon the mountains.

The prolific power taken from Uranos, renders the

Sea fertile, from whose foam Aphrodite, the goddess

of Love and Beauty, arises. Thus, out of strife and
sedition among the primeval beings, beauty develops

and forms itself.

The children of Uranos and Gea, intermarry and
propagate the race of the Titans. Coeus (Choios,

he that begets,) together with Phoebe, (the shining,) be-

comes the father of Latoiia and Ästeria, the former of

whom is afterwards the spouse of Jupiter, and the latter

the mother of Hecate. Hyperion, (the wanderer on
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higlij) produces wdth Thia^ (the godlike,) Aui^ora, Helios

and Ltaia ; Oceanus with ^clhys, (the nourisher,)

the Streams and Fountains. Japetus mairies C/y-

mene, Oceanus' daughter, and is the parent of the

Titans Atlas, Menoetius, Promstheus, and Epimethe-
us. Orins, (the ruler,) and Enryhia, (the strong.) a

daughter of Pontus, give bhth to the Titans Astraeus^

Pallas, and Perses.

/Sacmm marries Rhea, and with him a new series of

generations of gods commence:, by whom the former

in future times are to be deprived of their povrer. The
lasting forms now- gain the supeiiority, but still not

without a long continued struggle against all-destroying

Time, and all-devouring Clmos. Saturn himself is a

symbol of this all-destroying Time. He who has

maimed his father, swallows his own chikhen as socn

as they are born ; for his mother Earth had predicted

to him, that one of his sons would deprive him of liis

authority. Thus the crime, which he had committed

against his father, was revenged. For, as Uranos for-

merly dreaded, so Saturn now dreads seditious power,

and while he reigned over his brothers, the Titans, he,

in the same manner as his father has done, keeps the

hundred-armed Giants and Cyclops imprisoned in Tar-

tarus.

He fears ruin from his own children. The new-
born creatm'es still rise against the source of creation,

that threatens to üwallow them up again. Even as

Earth formerly groaned on account of her children's

confinement, so Rhea now laments the cmelty of her

husband, the all-destroying power, that spares not its

own creations. When, therefore, the time came in

which she was to become the mother of Jupiter, the

future ruler of gods and men, she iiriplored Earth and
the starry Heaven for the preservation of the yet un-

born child. The ancient, priiriitive deities are deprived

of government, and no influence is left them, but that

of prophecies and counsel. The supplicated parents
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advise their daughter to hide Jupiter, as soon as he

should be born, in a fertile part of the isle of Crete.

Wild, roving fancy, now fixing itself upon a certain

spot of the earth, finds on the island, where this divine

child shall be brought up, the first resting place.

At the advice of her mother, Earth, Rhea presents to

Saturn, instead of her new-born child, a stone wrapped
up in svv^addling-clothes, and the stratagem succeeds.

By means of this significant stone, so often mentioned

by the ancients, bounds are set to destruction ; the de-

stroying power had taken, for the first time, with its

pernicious grasp, death instead of life
;
and thus the

latter gained time to rise secretly, as it were, to Hght, in

order to form and unfold itself. But it is not yet secure

against the persecutions springing from the very source,

whence it derives its origin. The tutors of the divine

child on the island of Crete, the Ciiretes, whose nature.

as well as origin is enveloped in mj^sterious darkness,

make a continual noise with their shields and spears.

lest Saturn should hear the voice of the crying infant.

Jupiter's education on tlie Island of Crete forms one
of the most attractive pictures of imagination The
goat Amalthea. which was afterwards placed among
the stars, and whose horn became the symbol of plenty,

•suckles him with her milk. Doves bring him nourish-

ment, golden coloured bees convey him honey, and the

Nymphs of the woods are his nurses. The bodily as

w^ell as intellectual powers of this future king of gods

and men, rapidly develop themselves. The old realm

of Saturn approaches its end. In addition to Jupiter,

five more of his children are saved from destruction:

Vesta, Ceres, Neptime, Juno, and Pluto. United witli

them, Jupiter, after having delivered the Cyclops out of

their prison, and received fiom them the thunderbolts,

declares vv:ar against Saturn and the Titans who assist

him. And now the modern gods, the descendants of

Saturn and Rhea, separate themselves from the ancient

deities or Titans, the children of Uranos and Gea.
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WAR OF THE GODS.

The Titans are the seditious power in the created

world, that rises against every authority ; they are the

immediate children of Heaven and Earth, whose wide-

grasping force knows no hmits, and endures no restraint.

Jupiter, however, had already prepared for himself

the way to absolute power, by delivering from their

confinement the hmidred-armed giants Cottus, Gyges,

and Briareus, and the Cyclops, from whom he received

the thunderbolts.

The modern gods, with Jupiter at their head, assem-

ble on Mount Olympus ; the Titans on the opposite

Mount Othrys
; and the war of the gods begins. It had

lasted ten years, and victor}^ had not yet decided for

either party, when Jupiter called to his assistance the

hundred-armed giants, v/ho owed to him theii' deliver-

ance from confinement. These, complying with his

request, joined him in the battle, and with their hun-
dred arms threw immense rocks against the Titans,

who in close phalanx stood opposed to them.

When the gods made the first assault upon each other,

the sea rose, the earth groaned, the heavens sighed, and
high Olympus was shaken from the top to its deepest

root. The rapid lightnings were shot thick fiom Jupiter's

mighty fist ; the thunders rolled, the woods blazed, the

sea boiled up, and the Titans were enveloped in mist and
hot steam. Cottus, Gyges, and Briareus, stood foremost

in the battle, hurhng with every throw three hundred
rocks down upon the heads of the Titanian brood.

Then victory turned to the side of the Thunderer. Jove,

with linked thunderbolts, hurled his foes down into the

gulf of Tartarus.

The three \dctoriou3 sons of Saturn now di\aded the

ancient realm of the Titans among themselves. Jupiter

reserved for his part the government of the heavens

;

the dominion of the seas he bestowed upon Neptune

;

and assigned the infernal regions to Pluto. The watch
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of the entrance to the terrible prison, where the Titans

were shut up, was committed to the hundred-armed
Giants.

Though Jupiter's thunderbolts now kept the gods in

awe and submission, his government was not yet firmly

estabhshed. Earth groaned again at the ignominious

treatment of her children, who were confined in the

depths of Tartarus. Impregnated with the drops of

blood which, on occasion of the maiming of Uranos,

she had taken in her lap, she brought forth in the

Phiegrcean fields, the heaven-assailing giants with

threatening foreheads aiid dragon-feet, who attempted to

revenge the injury done to their brothers. They, ac-

cordingly, waged a new war on the Thunderer, and,

although precipitated to the ground, they Avere not van-

quished, for they received new strength, whenever they

touched their mother Earth. Porphyrion and Alcyo-

ncus, Cromedon and Eiiceladus^ Rhoetus, and the

valiant Mimas, raised their proud heads higher than all,

and stood foremost against ttie Thunderer's aim ; with

youthful strength they fiung massy oaks and huge rocks

towards the heavens, disregarding the fiery shafts of

Jupiter.

This fight, between Jupiter and the giants, where
power is in sedition against power, is one of the sub-

limest subjects which plastic art can make use of;

and antiquity did not fail to profit by it. One of

the finest antique works that has come down to us, re-

presents the mighty sons of Earth raising up their

threatening heads from under the thunder-chariot of

victorious Jove.

From the circumstance that, in the mythological fic-

tions, the giants are brought in opposition to the gods,

it may be inferred that the ancients did not ascribe to

their gods immense magnitude. Intellectual power had
always with them the preference over corporeal bulk

;

and the monstrous beings that fancy created, rose into

existence, only in order to be vanquished by the divine
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power of intellect, and to sink do"v\Ti under their own
shapelessness. The noble propriety, wliich avoids the

monstrous, and assigns due limits to all the subjects re-

presented, is the chief feature in the fine arts of the

ancients
; and not ^^dthout reason does their imagina-

tion, even in the oldest fictions, always inchne to the

representation, that shapelessness and enormity in fomi
and hmits must necessarily be first conquered and de-

stroyed, before things can take their proper course.

The w^hole fiction of the war between the gods seems
to rest on that idea. Uranos, or the widely expanded
vaidt of heaven, was not to be comprehended in a
single image ; what fancy had conceived was still too

shapeless and milimited ; to Uranos, therefore, liis own
productions, his children, must become dangerous. They
must rise against him, and his realm disappear in night

and darkness. Even the name of the Titans mdicates

the want of bounds and Hmits in their nature, whereby
the pictures which imagination forms of them, become
fluctuating and uncertain. Imagination shuns this

boundlessness ; the modern deities vanquish ; the Ti-

tans cease to reign, and then- forms retreat, as it were,

into mist, through which they are but dimly seen.

In the place of the Titan Helios, god of the Sun, Apollo

now stands in eternal youth, with bow and arrows. The
image of HeMos, however, still shmes through, uncertain

and wavering, so that imagination, in poetical works,

often confounds them. In the place of old Oceanus, Nep-
tune now appears with the trident, reigning over the

fioods of the sea.

The ancient deities, nevertheless, continue to be re-

garded with veneration
; for they were not brought in

opposition to the modern gods, like pernicious beings to

good and beneficent ones, and as such deserving of

hatred
; but power rose against power, power was con-

quered by power, and the vanquished continued great

even in his fall. For, though the realm of the Titans,

and the government of Saturn, who swallowed up his
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own children, iinpty the idea of chaos, of want of

bounds and forms
;

yet, at the same time, the idea of

liberty and equality is connected with it, which must
cea^e under the monarchical government of him who
is armed with thunder and iightning.

Therefore, too, the golden '^gQ was transposed under

the reign of Saturn, who, after having been deprived of

his destructive power in the war of the gods, escaped

the fate of the other Titans, and

Fled over Adria to the Hesperian fields.

There, in the plains of Latium, surrounded by high

mountains, he hid himself, and transferred thither the

golden age, that happy period, when mankind hved m a

state of perfect equality, and all things were in common.
He is said to have arrived in a ship at the Tiber, in the

dominions of Janus, and in union with him, to have
reigned over men w4th wisdom and benignity.

This fiction is extremely beautiful and attractive, be-

cause of the unexpected transition from war and de-

struction to peace and the (juiet exercise of justice and
benevolence. While Jupiter, still in danger of being

deprived again of his usmped authority, is hurhng his

thunderMts against his foes ; Saturn, far from the

scene of violence, has arrived in the quiet fields of

Latium, where, Tuider his reign, those happy times pass

away, which afterwards are celebrated and lamented in

the songs of men as a good that is gone, and sought

for in vain.

Saturn is sometuxies represented upon ancient gems
with a scythe in hi-^ hand, leaning on the prow of

a ship, on the side of which rises part of an edifice

and a wall. This is pr-obal ;ly an alJusion to Saturn's

ha\T[ng built, near the Tiber, on the hills, where Rome
was afterwards founded, the old city of Saturnia.

In this manner, Saturn sometimes appears as a

symbol of aU-de&troying rime, and sometimes as a king

who once reigned in Latium. What is related of him,
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is neither mere allegory nor true history, but both are

mixed and blended together according to the laws of

fancy. The same may be said with respect to the stories

of the other deities, which we are to consider altogether

as poetical pictures, easily injured by extending our

scrutiny too far. For as the whole religion of the an-

cients was a rehgion of the imagination, and not of

reason or higher authority, their Mythology is a beauti-

ful dream, which certainly has much signification and
connexion in it

;
giving also, from time to time, some

sublime views, m which, however, the accuracy and
certainty of the ideas of a Avaking state ought not to

be expected.

Although Jupiter had banished the Titans into Tar-
tarus, and, at length, subdued the giants also, having
rolled upon them some islands of the sea, under which
their impotent rage spends itself in those fiery erup-

tions, called volcanoes, which desolate the surrounding

country
;

yet his authority was not without opposi-

tion. Earth, again growing angry at the imprisonment
of her children, brought forth Typlion or Tyj)hoenSj

her youngest son, whose father was Tartarus himself.

This Typhon is the most hideous monster that ever

rose out of uncreated night. The upper part of his body
is covered with impenetrable feathers, and the lower part

defended by horrible serpents that coil themselv^es round
his huge limbs ; his hundred dragon-heads are continu-

ally darting their black tongues, and rolling their fiery

eyes ; devouring flames issue fi-om his mouths
;
some-

times he utters articulate sounds, then again he howls
and roai's with a hundred diflferent voices of forest beasts,

so that the mountains resound with the horrid noise.

And now the new divinities had been undone, had
not Jupiter instantly seized his hghtnings, and hurled

them upon the monster without intermission, till Earth
and Heaven stand in flames, and the Universe is

shaken, so that Pluto, the King of the shades, and the

Titaus in Tartarus, begin to tremble. Of all the
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triumphs gained by Jupiter over his adversaries, the

victory over this monster was the most difiicult, and

threatened himself with destruction. Typhoeus, how-

ever, was at last overcome, and secured under Mount

Etna.

Thus has Jupiter subdued his most dangerous foe,

and

" He now triumphs, and in th' excess of joy

Sole reigning, holds the tyranny of heaven."*

But after he had rid himself of his external adversa-

ries, new dangers arose to him from his own resolutions.

He married Metis
^
(Prudence,) daughter of Oceanus,

and an oracle predicted that he would have a son by

her, who should be endowed with his mother's pru-

dence and his father's strength, and mle over all the-

gods. To prevent this, Jupiter with flattering allure-

ments, drew Metis over into his own person, and he

himself now brought forth Minerva, who, as a full

grown vii-gin, in complete panoply, sprang out of his

head. A similar danger threatened him, when he had

a desire of marrying Thetis, w^ho, according to another

oracle, was to bring forth a son, who should he more

powerful than his father.

In this manner the mightiest bemg, as it is represent-

ed in these fictions, always dreads a still mightier one.

With the idea of an entirely unlimited power every

poetical fiction ceases, fancy having no farther scope.

In latter times also, two sons of Neptune and Iphi-

media, daughter of Aloeus, from whom they are called

Alo'ides, became dangerous to Jupiter. Otus and

Ephialtes, these are their names, flourishing m youth

and beauty, and of gigantic bodies, threatened the

immortal gods, piling mountains on top of moun-
tains, over Olympus Ossa, and over Ossa Pelion, in

order thus to scale the heavens. This design would

have been accompüshed by them, if they had arrived

* Paradise Lost. Book I. 1'23; ^.
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at the age of manhood. Apollo killed them with his

arrows, before the soft dov/n had covered their cheeks.

Thus, even mortals ventured to rise against the gods,

v/ho were therefore jeakms of every higlier develop-

ment of huiiian pov/ers, and severely punished every

encroachment upon their own usiu'ped rights. They
even envied men the possession of ßre. For these were
obliged to endure the hatred whicli the gods bore against

the Titans, because they had been called into existence

by one of theii' descendants.- by Prometheus.

CREATION OF MAN.

The origm of men is in these fictions so subordinate,

that they are represented as not even owing their exis-

tence to the reigning gods, but to a descendant of the

Titans.

Prometheus, who formed the fxrst men out of clay,

was a son of Japetus. He had three brothers, Atlas,

Menoetius, and Epimetheus, who were all, hke himself,

hated by the gods. Their father, Japetus, was at the

same time with the other Titans thrown into Tartarus

;

his powerful son Menoetius, on account of his danger-

ous strength and haughty pride, was killed by Jupiter's

hghtning ; upon the shoulders of Atlas, Jupiter laid the

burden of the whole weight of the skies ; Prometheus
himself was, by his direction, fastened to a rock, where
a vulture })erpetually gnawed on his entrails ; and Epi-

metheus was destined to bring wo and misery upon
men.
Thus odious to the gods was the family of Japetus

from wliich man took his origin, on whom all the m
numerable sufferings were afterward heaped together,

l)y wliich he had to atone for the guilt of liis grudged
existence.
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The formation of men was accomplished in the fol-

lowing manner. Prometheus took a piece of earth, a

portion of clay still impregnated with divine particles,

moistened it with water, and formed man after tho

image of the gods, so that he alone raises his look to

heaven, while all other creatures bend their eyes to the

ground.

This representation shows that fancy could not as

scribe even to her gods a superior form to that of

man, because there is indeed in universal nature, (and

nature is fancy's great magazine,) no being deser-

ving of this preference. For the beams of the sun
shine, but the eye of man sees ; the thunder rolls, and
the wave of the sea roars, but the tongue of man utters

distinct and intelligible sounds ; the moon and stars

gutter in bright beauty, but the human countenance U
indicative of a superior light.

Prometheus is represented, upon ancient works of art,

as an artist engaged in his professional employment,
with a vase standing at his feet, and before him a
human bust, on which he seems to bestow the most in-

tense consideration, in order to bring it to perfection.

When Prometheus had succeeded in representing the

divine form, he burned with desire to bring his worlv

to perfection. He rose up therefore to the chariot of

Phoebus, in order to kindle that torch, from the fire of

which he blew ethereal flames into the bosoms of his

creatures, thus giving them warmth and life.

He is, therefore, often represented also sittmg with a
torch in his hand, over which a butterfly is hovering, to

denote the animating breath, by which the dead mass
is enhvened.

Prometheus having himself become a creator of

divine formations, Jupiter giew angry at him, and con-

templated the destmction of mankind. The father of

the race, therefore, having on some occasion killed an.

ox, and, in order to try Jupiter, wrapped up the meat in

one hide, and the bones in another, that he might choose

3
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between the two parcels, Jupiter designedly chose the

worse part. Thus he obtained a plausible ground of

anger against Prometheus, and of persecuting his crea-

tions. He immediately deprived them of fire.

For, at that time, Jupiter durst not give vent to his

hatred against Prometheus himself His object was first

to destroy his work; but even in this he did not suc-

ceed. The noble son of the earth, not being able to

bear the misery of men, ascended, the second time, to

the chariot of the sun, and fetched again the ethereal

spark, hiding it in the stem of a reed. But when from

afar Jupiter descried the light of fire upon earth, he

formed the design of punishing men through their own
folly ;

while Prometheus continued to teach them every

useful art, for which the employment of fire was neces-

sary, and, which was the greatest of his benefits, de-

prived them of the ^dew into futurity, lest they should

anticipate unavoidable evils. Thus, notwithstanding

the efforts of Jupiter, the benef^ictor of man went on to

bring to perfection, the creation and formation of man-
kind ; although well aware, that he himself must after-

ward atone for it in a horrible manner.

This unequal and distant relation between men and

the reigning gods, often afforded, in later times, a sub-

ject for tragical poems, the genius of which breathes in

the following lines, in which a modern poet introduces

Prometheus speaking in the name of men, of whose

misery he is deeply sensible.

PROMETHEUS.

"Cover thy sky, O Zeus, with dusky clouds, and, like

playing boys, who thistles poll, try thy power on oaks

and mountain-summits.

Thou must, in spite of thee, suffer my Earth to

stand; my cottage, too, not built by thee, and my hearth,

the glow of which thou enviest me.

I know no poorer creatures beneath the sun, than
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you gods ! You miserably support your majesty by
means of small offerings, and the breath of prayers

;

and would starve, if children and beggars were not

hopeful fools.

When I was a child, not knowing what to do, I

tmned my strayed eye up to the sun, as if an ear for

my complaint were there to be found, and a heart, like

mine, to pity the distressed.

Who assisted me against the tyranny of the Titans ?

Who saved me from death, from slavery ? Hast thou

not performed it all, heart, giowhig with sacred flames!

And didst thou not, young and ^rood, deceived, utter

warm thanks for preservation to him, who sleeps above
the skies !

I honour thee ?—For what ? Hast thou ever lessened

the pains of the heavy laden ? iriast thou ever wiped
the tears of affliction ? Hath not ahnighty time wrought
and formed me a man, and eternal fate, my masters and
thine ?

Dost thou haply ween, that I should hate hfe, and
flee into deserts, because not evT.ry flowery cheam doth
ripen ? Here sit I, forming inen after my image, a race

to resemble me, to sufier and to \\ eep, to enjoy and to

rejoice ; and, like me, not to care for thee !"

GOETHE.

Jupiter, angry on accomit of the theft of fire, had now
formed, by divine hands, a female of exquisite beauty
and seductive charms, called Pandora, v»hom he sent

to Prometheus with a box, destined as a present for

him. In this box the whole train of evils that threaten

mankind, was enclosed. But Prometheus, aware of

the fraud, did not accept the dangerous gift. Jupiter,

still more enraged by the failure of his cunning attempt,

and burning wath the desire of revenging himself upon
Prometheus, now ordered him to be fastened to a rock,

where a vulture all the day long fed on his liver, which,
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growing- again during the night, continued to be the

means of his torments.

Meanwhile, however, the misfortune appointed to

men, came upon them in spite of the prudence of Pro-

metheus. The inconsiderate Epimetheus, although

warned by his brother, suffered himself to be smitten

with the charms of Pandora, who, after he had married

her, opened the pernicious box, out of which all ima-

ginable miseries spread themselves over the whole earth,

and upon all mankind. Pandora, perceiving the dan-

gerous contents of the box, immediately closed it again,

but alas ! it was too late. All the evils had escaped,

and nothing remained in it but Hope, which, according

to Jupiter's decree, should, in due time, afford the un-

happy mortals some consolation.

Thus it happened, that the enticements of sensuahty

brought the first wo into the world, the infatuated

Epimetheus frustratmg his brother's provident wisdom.
The suffering Prometheus deeply felt in his own person

the sufferings of mankind. He may be considered as

an emblem of the never-ceasing disquietude, the rest-

less, never satisfied desii'e of mortals : for the liver which
the vulture eats, never dies, and the hver was thought

by the ancients to be the seat of desire.

Jupiter, not satisfied with having brought misery of

every description on men, by means of Pandora's box,

finally resolved upon destroying them entirely. For
this purpose, he sent a deluge over the whole earth, out

of which only the Hves of a single couple were saved,

that of Deucalion, son of Prometheus, and that of

Pyrrha, daughter of Epimetheus.* Their swimming
ark rested on Mount Parnassus, in Phocis, where
they found an oracle of Themis, which they consulted

on their future fate. The oracle gave the answer, that

they should throw the bones of their mother behind

ihera. They accordingly took up stones, considering

* Ovid, Metam. I. 318, ss.
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these solid parts of the earth as the bones of theii

mother, and threw them over thek shoulders. When
they afterward cast back theii* eyes, they beheld a new
generation of men sprung up from the scattered peb-

bles, males from those which Deucalion had thrown,

and females from those thrown by his companion.

This new hardy race throws no suspicion on its origin
;

their stout hearts fear no danger, mind no threat ; they

boldly navigate the ocean, defy the raging storms, and
face death in the bloody battle.

It is w^orthy of observation, tliat in all these ancient

fictions, which treat of the origin of men, an inflexi-

ble, violent, and warhke disjX)sition is always implied.

Thus Cadmus,* in lonely Boeotia, was compelled by the

command of the gods, to sow the teeth of a dragon that

he liad killed, to supply the place of his slain warriors.

And out of this seed armed men rose up, who turned

their swords against each other, not ceasing from the

fight, until there were only five of them remaining, who
assisted Cadmus.—In these fables, fancy represents men
as being in continual strife witli, and raging with their

innate cruelty against one another, finding a pleasure in

destroying their fellow creatures.

The pains of Prometheus, therefore, lasted until a
mortal, by his valour and invincible courage, made him-
self a path to immortality, and thus reconciled, as it

were, Jupiter with mankind. It was Hercules, son of

Jupiter and Alcmene, who, at last, with Jupiter's con-

sent, killed the \-iilture, and delivered the sufferer from
his long torments.

But the golden years of mortal men, as it has been
already mentioned, were placed by fancy in those times

when Jupiter did not yet rule with his thunder, under
Saturn's reign, wliither imagination collected together

all that is dear and desirable to man, but gone to return

no more. Saturn's time is the gray time of yore;

^ Ovid, Mctam. III. 3, ss.

3*
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which, as he himself swallowed up his own children,

bmied in obhvion the fleeting years, but left no trace

of bloody wars, destroyed cities, and enslaved nations,

which constitute the chief subject of history ever since

men began to record the events of the world. At
that happy time, when liberty and equality, justice

and virtue, still were reigning, men lived, like the

gods, in perfect security, without pains or cares, and
exempt from the burden of old age. The soil of

the earth gave them fruits, without being painfully

cultivated ; unacquainted with sickness, they died away
as if overtaken by a sweet slumber ; and, when the

lap of the earth received their dust, the souls of the

deceased, enveloped in light air, remained as genii with

the survivors.

In this manner do the poets portray those golden

times, on which imagination, wearied by the scenes of

the busy world, dwells with so much delight.

But, in later times, mortal men became the most op-

pressed of all creatures, and the poets describe the toils

and pains of their sorrowful life, as in continual contrast

with the careless condition of the gods.

In grateful remembrance of Prometheus, the Atheni-

ans used to celebrate a festival, emblematic of the tran-

sitory and rapid course of human life. At some distance

from the city of Athens, stood an altar dedicated to Pro-

metheus, from which the young Athenians ran a race

with burning torches. He who with his torch burning

first gained the mark, obtained the prize. The first

whose flambeau became extinguished, resigned his place

to the second, this one his to the thii'd, and so in succes-

sion ; if all the torches happened to be put out before

the youthful competitors reached the mark, none ob-

tained the prize.

The imagination of the ancients delighted above all

in tragical subjects, materials for which they readily

found in the relation between gods and men. The
wretched mortals are but little noticed by the former

j
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they are often the unfortunate objects on which the

divine humour may spend itself, and, in addition to this^

men are delivered up to an iron necessity, and an inex-

orable fate; to which, however, the gods are likewise

subjected.

NIGHT, (nOX.) and FATE, (faTUM,)

that rule over gods and men.

When Jupiter was angry at the god of Sleep, Night
covered him with her veil, and the Thunderer refrained

from his wrath, fearing to offend swift Night.*

There is, therefore, something of which even the

gods stand in awe. It is the nightly, mysterious dark
ness, in w^liich something is hidden that with superior

power exercises its influence on gods and men, but can
not be conceived by mortals.

Night covers, conceals ; and for this very reason she

is the mother both of all that is charming and dreadful.

From uncreated Night day-light arose, in Avhich all for-

mations develop themselves, and all creatures enjoy

their lives. But she is likewise the mother of fate ; of

the inexorable Destinies^ (Parcae.) Lachesis, Clotho,

and Atropos ; of the avenging Nemesis^ who punishes

the undiscovered crimes ; of the twin-brothers. Sleep
and Deaths of whom the one \dsits men with mildness

and benevolence, while the other has a heart of iron

within his bosom. Night is furthermore the mother of

the Avhole train of Dreams ; of the fabulous Hespe
rides, who on the remotest shores of the ocean guard
the golden fruits ; of Deceit, enveloping himself in

darkness ; of malicious Censure : of fretting Grief;-

of Trouble and Hunger ; of destructive War; of Du~
jylidty of language ; and finally, of Perjury,

* Horn. U. XIV. 25i6.
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Among these children of Night, are comprised all

those things which she either conceals from the sight

of men, or which fancy itself would fain cover with

noctmnal gloom.

Pausanias professes to have seen on the chest of

Cypselus, king of Thebes, a representation of Night,

exhibiting a female, holding in each of her arms a Tjo}"

with his arms crossed, and one leg laid upon the other

;

one boy was white, the other black ; the one slept, the

other seemed to sleep. Accordmg to this relation, and
the representations of antique gems, Night, the oldest

of things, and the prolific mother of all formations, is

commonly represented as a female of youthful strength

and beauty ; either holding in her arms two hand-

some boys, Death, with a converted and extinguished

torch in his hand, and Sleep, holding the stem of a

poppy, or sitting beneath a shading tree, and distributing

poppies to Morpheus and his brothers. Morpheus, v^dl0

is the son of Sleep, and the god of dreams, stands before

her in youthful beauty, receiving from her hand the

poppy, Yv'hile his brothers stand behind her, ]}ent to the

ground in readiness to pick up the fallen grains.

It appears from these representations, poetical as well

as plastic, how carefully the ancients endeavour to trans-

form gloom and terror into soothing images ; and, on the

other hand, in what a high degree they were sensible

of tragical subjects, considering the night-bom, inevita-

ble fate, as the power that rules over gods and men,
and whose old dominion and concealed plans lie far

beyond the horizon of human vision. They did not

know this pov>'er, but believed in the dark authorit}^

before which all other powers vanished ; for its traces

were to be read in the manifold miseries under ^vhich

mankind sigh. And as mystery, danger, and fear,

have their attractions as well as light, security, and
peace, the ancients delighted in the representation of

dreadful events and wasting destructioa, suffering their
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imagination to stray into the dominion of Night, and
the world of shadows.

All the before mentioned dreadful beings belong to

the class of deities, but to a particular department, (if

the expression be admissible,) to that of the necessary

connexion of all things.

This necessary connexion of things, or necessity it-

self, called by the Greeks, Moira and Heimarmene, and
by the Romans, Fatum, was that unknown, mysterious

being, who, with in\dsible sceptre, ruled over all other

beings. The inexorable Destinies, (Parcae,) were the

attendants of this being, and presided chiefly over the

life and fate of mortal men : Clotho holds the distaff^

Lachesis spins the thiead of hfe, and Atrojws with the

di'eadflü scissors cuts it off.

Although the Parcae signify that tenific power^

which governs from the dark, whose decrees are passed

as soon as they are conceived, and against which there

is no resistance, yet they are represented as beautiful

females, spinning, and joining, at the same time, in the

song of the Sirens. In the highest and almost un-

limited power all things are easy and tender. In it

there is nothing that is difficult or clumsy ;
every resis-

tance, even of the mighty, finds in this height its ter-

mination. Nothing but the sHghtest touch of the

fingers is requisite, to prescribe to the revolutions of

things their paths, and to the mightiest beings their

bounds. It is the easiest work of a female hand, where-

by the mysterious course of things is managed.
The beautiful representation of the thread of life,

delicately spim, and easily cut off, cannot be equalled by
any other. The thread does not break, but is cut off

by the hand of Destiny with the separating iron. The
cause of its ceasing lies in the will of a superior power,

which has aheady firmly and iirevocably disposed of

what gods and men still strive to accomplish in their

own way.
In vain, for instanccj does Jupiter endeavour to pre-
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serve the life of his beloved son Sarpedon, in the battle

before Troy, against the will of fate.* " Wo to me,"

he exclaims, " that my Sarpedon must fall under the

hand of Patroclus, according to the doom of fate !" And
although he would willingly rescue his son from an
early death, yet he is obliged to allow him to be slain.

Nothing is left to his own will but to deliver the body
to Death and sweet Sleep, his messengers, Avho carry

him into his native land, in order that relations and
friends may weep over him. In the same manner
Ulysses was doomed by Destiny to wander ten years in

foreign seas and countries, and, at last, to reach his

home wdthout his companions. And in the history of

his wanderings, it may be seen, that where every thing

appears to afford the greatest pleasure, happiness, and
security, there the greatest danger always lurks ; as, for

exam.ple, in the quiet harbour of the Lestrigons, on oc-

casion of the song of the Sirens, and on that of Circe's

magic cup. It is the history of human Ufe in general.

However near at hand Ulysses beholds the accomplish-

ment of his wishes, all recedes ; his tears and fervent

prayers are in vain, until it is the will of Destiny that

he shall find his home again, and he reaches his native

island—sleeping.t

With the idea of the Parcae, the image of the aven-
ging fruies, in the imagination of the ancients, is closely

connected, and both fictions, therefore, are often insen-

sibly confounded. The tormenting furies, Alecto^ Me-
gaera^ and Tisiphone, are dreadful, terrible, yet vene-

rated mysterious beings. They derive their origin, as

has been already mentioned, from the drops of blood

which were shed when the fiist violence was committed.

The mere sight of them is sufficient to terrify a man
out of his senses. Their hairs are as many hissing vi|^rs

;

one hand holds a torch, the other grasps a dagger. They
can neither be deceived, nor reconciled or prevailed upon
by any suppHcations ; they punish injustice and crime.

* Horn. II. XVI. 433. t Horn. Od. XIU. 116.
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Ancient representations of the Parcae, made by the

hand of art, are seldom to be met with. Upon one of

these antiqvie gems, which are left us, Lachesis, who
spins the thread of hfe, and is called somewhere the

handsome daughter of Necessity, is represented in

youthful beauty, sitting and spinning, having one dis=

taff before, and another behind her, and at her feet lie

a comic and a tragic mask. These masks are among
the happiest allusions to human life, if we behold it

with all its serious and comical scenes, during which
the tender finger of the goddess never ceases to turn

the thread, considering the former as little important as

the latter. Another gem shows Lachesis leaning on a

pillar, in a quiet posture, carelessly holding the distaff in

her left hand, and playing, as it were, with the thread

of destiny. This quiet attitude, in which the sublime

goddess of Destiny looks down smiling upon the far

extended designs of men, is an extremely beautiful idea

of the ancient artist. While gods exeit all their power,

and mortals all their strength, to bring their plans and
views to bear, the goddess holds in her hand, playing

and smiling, the thread, on which depend the revolu-

tions of tilings, and the proudest projects of kings botli

on earth and in heaven.

THE ANCIENT GODS.

The ancient gods have, as is already stated, retreated

behind mysterious clouds and mist, through which they

appear as yet but dimly, while the modern maintain

iheir place in the dominion of fancy
;
and, by means of

the plastic art, gain distinct forms, by which the embo-
died power and majesty becomes to mortals an object of

veneration, in temples ajid sacred groves.

But the pristine deities were, in a certain respect, the

models for the modern ones. Fancy merely caused the
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sublime objects of religious veneration that already ex-
isted, to be regenerated in a new and youthful form,
ascribing to them descent, name, and native place, in

order to unite them more intimately with the ideas and
fates of men. Since fancy, however, does not bind her-

self in her productions to a certain and fixed series of
beings, the consequence is, that we sometimes find one
and the same deity under different forms. For the ideas
of divine, supernatural powers, always existed

; but in
the course of time, they were blended with human
stories, which, on account of their similarity, lost them-
selves in one another, so that in the magic mirror of the
dark ages of antiquity, almost all divine images show
themselves again, as if in a magnifying reflector ; a cir-

cumstance by which the poets of all ages did not fail to

profit, their imagination finding in this contexture of
several fables a more ample scope.

AMOR, CUPIDO, EROS.

This, of all the gods, is the most ancient. He ex •

isted before all generations, and first incited Chaos to

bring forth Darkness, out of which sprang JEther and
Day.

Aristophanes,"" the comet poet, v/ith raillery alludes to
this fiction, when he introduces his birds speaking, and,
in order to show their own sublime origin, relating that
all the mysterious primitive beings had been provided
with wings. They assert, that Cupid himself, before
any generation, rose out of an egg. The black-winged
Night, they say, brought forth the first egg in the wide
lap of Erebus, from v/hich, after some time, the charm-
ing Cupid, provided with golden wings, sprang up, and
marrying the winged Chaos, first begat the race of birds.

We see, from this relation, that these fables are treat-

ed as well in a jesting manner by the comic writers, as

+ In Axibns.
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in a sober style by the tragic; because they were

considered as a language of fency, capable of adopting

every turn of ideas, and decking even the most common
objects with bright colour and new splendour.

The fable of Cupid still preserves its beauty even in

the humorous representation of the comic writer. In

this, ancient Cupid, particularly the sublime idea of the

almighty power of love, inciting and producing all

things, is personified. Among the modern deities, Cupid

is born of Venus, and Mars is his father. He is repre-

sented as a naked, handsome, winged boy, with bow
and arrows. The effects of his arrows are the principal

wounds of love, and his power is dangerous to gods and

men.

She w^as the first beautiful object, that rose and de

veloped itself out of the contest and sedition of the

primeval beings. Saturn maimed Uranos ; the blood

of tbe latter rendered the sea generative, and out of the

foam of the waves rose Aphrodite, the goddess of Beauty

and Love. Deriving her origin fiom the creating power

of Heaven, she is the representation of all that is truly

beautiful and lovely, and to which all gods and men
pay equally their homage.

Among the modern deities, Venus is a daughter of

Jupiter and Dione, the latter being a daughter of ^Ether.

She contends with all the goddesses for the prize of

beauty, and carries it. She is the wife of Vulcan, the

god of fire, but secretly loves Mars, the stern god of

War.
It has often been obsei'ved, that the representations

of the gods are the more sublime, the more they recede

into the mist and clouds of the dark ages, and become
more manifold and attractive, the more nearly divinity

and humanity are connected in them ; and yet those

subhme imaG"es always glance throusrh the tenderness

4
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and pliancy of the modem creations, because fancy

cannot altogether dispense with the sublimity of the

former.

AURORA, EOS.

Hyperion, (the wanderer on high,) a son of Heaven
and Earth, and Thia, a daughter of Heaven, are the

parents of Aurora, Helios, and Selene. Among the

modern deities, instead of Helios and Selene, Apollo

and Diana make their appearance; but Aurora has
kept her place, and still shines in original youth and
beauty.

She married Astraeus, the son of the Titan Crius,

and became the mother of the strong Winds, and the

Morning Star. Appearing in the morning from out of

the dusky air, she lifts up, with rosy fingers, the veil of

3iight, lends her lustre to the mortals a little while, and
disappears again before the splendour of Day, (Helios.)

Aurora is commonly represented standing in a mag-
nificent chariot, which is drawn by winged steeds of

snowy whiteness. A brilliant star sparkles upon her

forehead
; with one hand she grasps the reins, and in

I he other she holds a torch.

eOL, HELIOS.

Helios likewise belongs to the ancient divine forms, ia

which, with a few strong feature-, the grand scenes of

nature are personified ;
for it is always the shining sun

himself that appears in all the images of Hehos.

His head is suriounded by rays. He gives light both

to mortal men and immortal gods. He sees and hears

every thing, and discovers all that was kept secret.

To him w^ere sacred those fat oxen* w hich grazed,

without herdsmen, on the island of Sicily, and at the

Homer. Od. XIL 2G0.
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sight of which he was deUghted, whenever he went
up and down the skies. When, therefore, the com-
panions of Ulysses had killed several of them, the god
of the Sun threatened Jupiter, that he would descend

into Orcus, and bring light to the dead, unless he
avenged the injury done to him. And Jupiter, terrified

by this threat, immediately daslied the ship of Ulysses

to pieces, so that all his companions became a prey of

the sea.

Sometimes the god of the Sun, on account of his

belonging to the family of the Titans, is called Titan,

or from his father, with whom he is sometimes con-

founded in ancient tales, Hyperion, a name w hich signi-

fies height and subhmity.

Among the modern deities, the driver of the chariot

of the Sun, goes by the name of Apollo. He and his

sister, Diana, are children of Jupiter and Latona, a
daughter of Coeus and Phoebe, of the family of the

Titans.

Apollo is one of those divine representations that are

complete, and finished to the finest strokes and features.

Fancy, adorning him with tlie charms of eternal youth,

calls him the far-shooting gt)d, who bends the silver bow,
and the father of poesy, who plays on the golden harp.

But, since Apollo cannot fulfil all the different tasks, of

being on earth the divine patron and teacher of poesy

and music, of delighting the gods in Olympus, with his

lyre and song, and of driving, at tlie same time, the

chariot of the Sun ; the imagination of the poets seems
to have blended together the two persons of Helios and
Apollo, merely for the sake of unity, while, in fact, they

recognized two different beings, one of them from time

immemorial going up and down the sky as the shining

Sun, the other wandering on earth, a new-born immor-
tal youth, with golden locks, charming the hearts of

gods and mortals with play and song.

Helios is represented standing in a chaiiot drawn by
four milk-white steeds, which he seems to guide along
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the vault of the skies. Rays of light encircle his head,
and a cock, the emblem of watchfulness, rests upon his
hand.

LUNA, SELENE.

The business of Selene is to enhghten the night, by-

means of her soft rays. Among the modern deities, it

is she who drives the chariot of the Moon, and is called

Diana, the daughter of Jupiter and Latona.
Diana, as well as her brother Apollo, is represented

with bow and arrows, she being at tbe same time the
goddess of the chase. In her Hyperion's daughter has
renewed herself, as Hehos has done in Apollo, driving,

as Selene or Luna, from remotest times the chariot of
the Moon

; and, as Diana, new-born on earth, roving
with bow and quiver through the forests, surrounded by
nymphs, who unite with her in the chase of the nimble
stag as well as of the fierce wolf

HECATE.

The Titan Coeus, with Phoebe, a daughter of Hea-
ven, besides giving birth to Latona, became the parent
of Asteria, who, marrying Perses, a son of the Titan
Crius, was the mother of Hecate.

Hecate, although of the family of the Titans, is

highly honoured by Jupiter, as well as by all the other
gods, for she belongs to those beings whose power is ex-

tended throughout the universe. She is a sort of fatal

deity, in whose hands lie the lots of men ; she distri-

butes, according to her pleasure, victory and renown
;

she reigns on the earth, in the sea, and in the air

;

she bestows growth and prosperity on new-born chil=

dren ; and all the hidden magic powers stand at her
command. Under the name of Lucina, she was adored
by the Romans, as presiding over birth.

This ancient mysterious goddess is also renewed in the



JVIORITZ' MYTHOLOGY» 41

form of the nightly-wandering Diana, as though she

were affain created in her.

OCEANUS,

A son of Heaven and Earth, married Tethys, a daugh-

ter of Uranos, in connexion with whom he produced

the Rivers and Fountains. Though he took no part in

the war between the gods, yet he has disappeared with

the other pristine deities, his empire being committed, in

the great division of the universe, to Neptune.

Neptune, therefore, is now the ruler of the waters,

and old Oceanus almost forgotten. The reason of this

may be, that, properly speaking-, the remotest bounds of

the earth, where, according to the ideas of the ancients,

the sun sinks into the sea, constitute the dominions of

Oceanus ; too remote, indeed, for fancy to dwell upon.

Neptune, on the contrary, signifies the sea as far as

it is navigated, where he either excites the waves, or

restrains them with his mighty trident. For this reason,

too, he had everywhere temples erected, altars conse-

crated, and sacrifices offered.

When Juno, on a certain occasion,* during the war
with Troy, wished to detain from Venus her love-in-

spiring girdle, as a means of deceiving Jupiter; she re-

quested it under the pretence, that she would go to the

bounds of the earth to see old Oceanus and his wife

Tethys, whose foster-child she had been in the time of

Saturn, and that she woidd use the girdle to terminate

a diiference that had for a long time subsisted between
Venus and herself. The two ancient deities are, of

course, far distant from the reign and occupations of the

other gods, and thought of merely for the sake of af-

fording Juno a pretence, under which she might dupie

her husband.

" Homer, II. XIV. 200.

4*
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OCEANIDES.

The Rivers and Fountains are the offspring of Ocea-

nus. The latter are introduced by the first Greek tra-

gedian,* as pitying Prometheus, when he was cliained

to the rock, and complaining with him of Jupiter's

tyranny.

Metis, one of the daughters of Oceanus, married Jupi-

ter, who, however, upon being told by an oracle that she

should have a son, who should be the mightiest of all

the gods, drew her over into his own person, and gave

birth to Minerva, the goddess of Wisdom, who rose out

of his head.

Eury7io?7ie, likewise a daughter of Oceanus, and

likewise married to Jupiter, is the mother of the three

Graces, Aglaia, (the elegant.) Thalia, (the blooming.)

and Euphrosyne, (the gay,) who give to all things

their proper charms, and bestow on man in particular,

dignity, beauty, and hilarity.

Styx, (horrour,) enjoyed the highest veneration among
the daughters of Oceanus. She married Pallas, a son

of Orius, the Titan, and gave him the powerful children,

Zelos, (zeal,) Nike, (victory,) Kratos, (power,) and Bia,

(strength.)

In the war of the gods, Styx, according to the advice

of her father, went over with her children to Jupiter,

and, since that time, the latter have always their seat

neai* the ruler of heaven and earth. At his command,

Kratos and Bia led the sufferer Prometheus to the rock^

to which he was fastened.

The three sons of Crius the Titan, Pallas, Perses,

and Astraeus, disappear with the ancient deities in

darkness, and the later fictions seem to infer, that they

fought against Jupiter, and were, simultaneously with

their parent, hurled into Tartarus.

.Eschylu^j in hia Preraetheus.
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By the Titans in Tartarus, and the horrible St5rx:,

the subterraneous fountain, tlie water of which, trick-

hng in nightly gloom from a high-vaulted rock, forms

the stream or lake over which there is no return, the

gods swear that dreadful, inviolable oath, the obligation

of which cannot be dissolved by any power either in

heaven or on earth.

Thus the gods on high swear by the deep, where
night reigns, and gloom, but where, at the same time^

according to the ideas of the ancients, are the founda-

tions of the universe, on w^hich the preservation of all

beings rests.

Where dark Styx rolls its black waves, there is Tar-
tarus, surrounded with a brazen wall, and overcast with
threefold night. Here it is, where the Titans lie in

their gloomy prison ; but here it is, also, where the foun-

dations of the earth, of the sea, and of the starry sky,

are laid. Here, too. is the dwelling of Night, always
covered with black clouds

;
before it stands Atlas, Japet';::;

son, bearing upon his head and shoulders the burden
of the sky. Here it is, where day and night always
meet, but never dwell with one another.

At the entrance to the prison, in which the sons of

Elarth are shut up, is the dwelling of their watchmen^
Oottus, Gyges, and Briare us.

MNEMOSYNE, (mEMORY.)

This beautiful product of fancy, the personification of

memory, as the source and repository of every art and
science, belongs hkev/ise to the ancient deities ; for

Mnemosyne, too, is a daughter of Heaven and Earths

She, the contemplative, thoughtful, recoUecting virgin^

remained with her relations, the Titans, until she be-

came Jupiter's wife. She is the parent of the Muses,

who divided among themselves that treasure of wisdonj

which had been the dowry of their venerable mothej\

•asd possessed by her alone.
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THEMIS; (justice.)

Themis is likewise a daughter of Heaven and Eaith.

Prometheus, in the tragic poet, who represents the

life and fate of the sufferer for mankind, calls her his

mother, who, as one person, under different names, pre-

dicted the future.

It has already been observed, that the ancient deities

still mainiained some important influence by giving

advice and oracles. The most ancient oracle was Earth

herself, and it is joined in nearest succession by that of

Themis, which, after the deluge of the earth, gave the

oracle before mentioned, on ]\jlount Parnassus, to Deuca-

lion and Pyrrha.

Prometheus was taught by Themis to anticipate the

future, and as, after the war of the gods, the Titans did

not follow his advice, he went over along with Themis
to Jupiter, v, hom he assisted with his prudence, in sub-

duing the sons of Earth, and by whom he was after-

warcls rewarded with chains and sufferings.

But Themis having become Jupiter's wife, brought

the Horce^ (Hours,) whose names are Eunomia, (wise

system of laws,) Dike, (punishment,) and Irene, (peace.)

They are companions of the Graces, and make it their

business to promote unanimity by equity and justice.

—

Themis, as goddess of Justice, still maintains her place

among the modern deities, and lends to men, the unfor-

tunate children of Prometheus, her assistance, at least

by giving them advice. In this quality, as presiding

over the distribution of justice, she is conimonly repre-

sented as a noble and majestic figure, having her eyes-

covered with a fdlet, and holding a balance in one hand,

wdiile the other grasps a sword.

The ancient poets also mention Astraea, a daughter

of hers, who descended from heaven to live as a tutelar

deity among mortal men, distributing justice, composing

differences, teaching the principles of integrity, and in«
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culcating an abhorrence of injustice and crime. Pitying^

the unfortunate race of Prometheus, she dwelled with
them for a long time ; but when she saw that, notwith-

standing all her endeavours, justice was overthrown by
the misdeeds of men, and all reverence of what is holy

banished from their lives, she left them in disgust, and
fled back to heaven.

As Thetis reveals to Jupiter the future, or the decision

of fate, one particular fiction represents the Parcae, who,
according to another, are the daughters of old Night, as

children of Jupiter and Thetis. Consequently, the

Parcae appear in a twofold condition ; as the daughters

of Night and attendants on fate, and again as the

daughters of Jupiter, who, in compKance with the will

of fate, execute their parent's decrees.

Such twofold appearances of divine personifications,

are, in the dream-like world of imagination, not unfre-

quently to be met with. The course of time beginnhig,

as it were, anew with Jupiter, almost all that had existed

before him is created by him once more ;• a representa-

tion which tends to exalt his power, and to glorify him
in the character of the father of the gods.

PONTUS. •

Earth produced from herself Uranos, or the Sky, the

mountains with their woody heads, and Pontus, or the

barren Sea ; afterward, and not before her marriage

with Uranos, she also brought forth the bottomless

Ocean.

Earth bears Pontus, that is to say, the Mediterranean,

the well known and navigated sea, as well as the Moun-
tains, in her lap ;

in other words, she brought these

grand exhibitions out of herself, in the same manner as

she likewise wove around herself the atmosphere, out

of the misty vapours arising from her. But, where the

sky unites with her in marriage—where the vault of the

sky seems to rest upon her—^where, at the remotest east
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and west, the sun rises and sets, there the unknown,
unlimited Ocean, encircles her in a wide circumference.

Pontus and Earth are the parents of mild Nereus, of

Thaumas, and Eurybia, who bears a heart of iion in her

bosom, of Phorcys also, and fair Ceio.

NEREUS

Is the personification of the quiet, smooth sea. He
is mild, upright, and never umnindful of equity and
justice ; he loves moderation, and hates violence. He
casts his quiet look into times to come, and predicts the

fates which they bring.

When Paris carried the eloped Helena from Greece
across the sea, Nereus predicted to him the consequen-

ces which should be connected v, ith this elopement, re-

veahng to him the downfall of Troy.

Nereus married Doris, the fair daughter of Oceanus, by
whom he had a numerous ofispring. The divine cou-

ple embracing one another in tender love over the waves
of the sea, is a beautifiü picture of imagination, which
has often been used by ancient and modern artists.

When Neptune visurped the realm of Oceanus, Ne-

reus, with his family, retreated to the Egean sea, and
he was worshipped in all the maritime towns of Greece.

He is represented as an old man, crowned with sea-

weeds.

The children of Nereus and Doris are the

NEREIDES.

They, as well as the daughters of Oceanus, consti>

tute a great number. And it cannot be othei-wise, since

the imagination of the ancients suffers no place to re-

mam unpeopled, and therefore forms a multitude of crea-

tures, and builds a variety of dwellings in a region

where men cannot live, rearing splendid habitations tor

immortals, where mortals would find their graves. The
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rising of the marine deities from their crystal palaces up
to the surface of the waters, afforded subjects for some
attractive fables.

When Galatea, a daughter of Nereus, once rose out

of the waves, and the monstrous Cyclop Polypheme
saw her, he felt himself immediately wounded by the

arrow of Cupid, and ever after, as often as he beheld

her, vainly poured out his sufferings in heart-rending

complaints.

Thetisy another of the daughters of Nereus, (who
must not be confounded with Tethys the wife of Ocea-

nus.) became, in the same manner as Metis, dangerous

to Jupiter, w^ho had thoughts of marrying her
;

it being

predicted by an oracle, that the son she should bring

forth should be mightier than his father. Therefore,

Thetis, by the contrivance of the gods, became married

to a mortal man, the Thessalian king, Peleus, w^hose

son Achilles far surjmssed his father in valour and
reno^Mi; for his mother, Thetis, plunged hhn in the

Styx, by which means his whole body, except the heel,

by w^hich she held him, became invulnerable. But af-

terwards, in the Trojan war, he received the deadly

wound on this very heel.

Thetis was always a favourite vd\h Jupiter ;
for when

the modern gods at one time intended to bind their

lather and sovereign, it was Thetis who saved him
from injury, and spared him the mortification. In-

formed of the dreadful plot by the foreseeing Nereus,

she sent up the hundred-arm.ed Briareus from the deep

of the sea, to Jupiter's assistance ; and when the gods

beheld that formidable giant sitting on the side of the

Thunderer, none of them was bold enough to lay hands
on him.

Amphitrite, who is likewise a daughter of Nereus,

became the wife of Neptune. Even among the

modern deities she occupies a conspicuous place. The
queen of the waves is represented as seated in a car,

shaped like a shell, and diawn by dolphins : a sail is



48 bioritz' mythology.

held by sea-nymphs, and swelled by the breath of

Zephyrs ; she herself holds, like the god to whom she

is wedded, a trident in her hand, to restrain the flood of

her wild element.

The names of fifty daughters of Nereus are mention-

ed, yet only a few of them are concerned in the history

of the gods. The greater part serve to form a splendid

retinue, when Thetis or Amphitrite show themselves on
the surface of the sea.

THAUMAS, (astonishment.)

Wonder, astonishment at the grand spectacles of na-

ture, rises out of the sea, and with a few leading fea-

tures, is personified in Thaumas, a son of Pontus.

Thaumas is the father, and the Oceanide Electra.

the mother of that wonderful being, who, on account

of the rapidity with which her feet touch the earth,

while her head has not left the clouds, is represented as

the female messenger of the immortals, Iris^ the Rain-

bow.
Childien of the same parents, are the swift winged

Harpies, Aello and Ocypeie^ wlio, hke raging tornadoes,

rushing forth from the sea, catch hold of their prey ; a

horrour to mortals, who are unal^ie to resist their rapa-

cious claws.

EURYBIA,

A daughter of Pontus, and wife to Crius, the Titan.

She belongs to those beings who are enveloped in mys-
terious night, and ail that cm be said of her is, that she

bore a heart of iron in her bosom.
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PHORCYS AND FAIR CETO,

the parents of the Monsters.

Phorcys, and his wife Ceto, are children of Pontus,

and parents of

The Grseee, (the old,) Dino^ (terror,) Pephredo^
(shuddering,) and Enyo^ (horrour,) three decrepid vir-

gins, who were gray wdth age from their very birth, had
all three together but one tooth and one eye, which they

used alternately. They lived at the end of the earth,

where eternal night reigns, so that they never beheld

either the rays of the sun or the light of the moon :

—

The Gorgons, Eiiryale, Stheiio, and Medusa^
with terrible countenances, and snakes twisted round
their heads, instead of hair ; nobody was permitted to

look at them, without being converted into stone :

—

The dragon, that watches, at the limits of the earth,

the golden fruits of the Hesperides.

From the blood of Medusa, when she was killed by
Perseus, Chrysaor^ wdth the golden sword, and the

winged Pegasus^ sprang.

Chrysaor married Callirrhoe, a daughter of Oceanus.

Hence sprang the triple-headed giant, Geryon^ and
Echidna^ who was upwards a beautiful nymph, but

terminated below in a hideous, coiling dragon.

With her, Typhaon, a howling tempest, produced

the triple-headed dog, Cerherns^ that watched the gates

leading to Pluto's dismal realm ; the two-headed dog,

Orthrus; the Lernean Hydra ; and the fire-vomiting

Chimera. Echidna became, also, the mother of the

Nemeaii Imi, and the mysterious Sphinx.
These are the descendants of Phorcys and Ceto.

The creation of the Monsters terminates wath the birth

of Sphinx, a personification of the mysterious and enig-

matical. It seems, however, as if these Monsters had
sprung intoexistence only forthe sake of trying afterwards

5
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the valour and courage of the strong, and of being van-
quished by those godlike heroes Avho, by their bold deeds^^

rise to immortahty.

THE RIVERS.

To them, also, imagination gave personahty. As
sons of Oceanus, they belong to the ancient deities, but

are partly connected with the later history of the gods,

in which they appear as active beings, as for example,

Scamander, Achelous, Peneus, Alpheus, Inachus.

The personification of the running waters gives rise

also to beautiful fictions. Thus the head of a people,

whose origin is not to be ascertained, is called the son

of the river, near the shores of which his descendants

dwell. By such fables, men were more intimately

united ^vith nature, and became as if nearer related

to it.

PROTEUS,

A son of Oceanus and Tethys, is that famous keeper

of Neptune's seals, who, like mysterious nature, that

under a thousand different forms, escapes the inqui-

ring looks of mortals, coidd assume whatever shape he
pleased, could change himself into fire, water, animal,

and plant ; and who, to those only that held him
fast with vigorous arms, appeared, at last, in his pro-

per shape, revealing to them the truth, for he was en-

dowed, also, with the spirit of divination.

CHIRON.

Saturn entertained a secret love for Philyra, the

daughter of the river-god, Asopus. In order to elude

the jealous eyes of Rhea, he assumed the shape of a

horse, and thus produced Chiion, who, though half

man and half horse, was possessed of great wisdom, &.nA
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afterwards became the tutor of kings and heroes, who
owe to him their virtues and accompHshments.

NEMESIS.

She is, Uke the Parcae, a daughter of Night. Her
office is to preside, like ^'hemis, over the distribu-

tion of justice, yet in a manner somewhat different.

She baffles pride and haughtiness, she rewards virtue

and punishes vice, tracing particularly those crimes

which are perpetrated in secret, and concealed from the

eyes of men. Her vengeance, if once provoked, is sure,

however long delayed, to fall at last. Having belonged,

among the pristine deities, to those mysterious beings

who are regarded with awe and veneration, both bj'

gods and men, she retams the same rank among the

modern gods.

PROMETHEUS,

The wisest among the Titans, whose creative genius

formed man, has, like most of the ancient gods, in

the later divine transactions, no influence left, except

through the means of prediction or advice ; his grand
appearance dissolves in mist.

-J

the father of the gods.

In the representation of the ancient deities, the ima-
gination of the poets plays with grand images only.

Its objects are the great spectacles which nature ex-

hibits ; the sky and the earth, the sea and the power
of the seditious elements, represented under the images
of the Titans, the beaming sun and the shining moon :

all which objects, being endowed with personality only
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through a few striking features, are fitter materials for

poetry than for plastic art.

Out of the mist which envelops those beings, the

more modern divine appearances spring forth in clear

light and distinct forms. Now we behold imperial

Jove, the mighty god of thunder, with the eagle at his

feet ; Neptune, the shaker of the earth, with his tri-

dent
;
the majestic Juno, accompanied by her peacock

;

Apollo, in eternal youth, with the silver bow ; the blue

eyed Minerva, with helmet and spear ; the golden

Venus ; the virgin Diana, with her bow and arrow

:

the brazen god of war, Mars ; and Mercury, swdft mes-
senger of the divinities.

The highest splendour reflects on Jupiter, for he is

the father and sovereign of the newly created world of

gods. Among the modern deities, only Neptune, Pluto,

Juno, Vesta, and Ceres, are, together with Jove himself,

of ancient origin ; the greater number are Jupiter's own
offspring.

Among the pristine deities, he gave birth, along

-with Metis, to the Oceanide, Minerva

;

with Mnemosyne, to the Muses
;

with Themis, to the Horae
;

with Eurynome, to the Graces
;

with Latona, to Apollo and Diana
;

with Maia, the daughter of Atlas, to Mercury.
Yet all these sublime goddesses, and august mother?

of heavenly beings, retreat into shade before the reigning

Juno, who, in preference to all others, maintains the

rightof being the Thunderer's lawful spouse, and whose
jealousy often causes her husband, after he had van-

quished and subdued the unruly sons of the earth, to

sigh in the midst of all the splendour and glory of Im
divine power.

The marriage of Jupiter and Juno is to be consider-

ed merely as a fictitious representation offancy, according

to human notions and human relations. Viewed in the

f-lear light of reason, such a representation, as well as
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all Others connected with it, appears, indeed, irrational

and ridiculous ; but not so, if beheld with the poetical

eye of imagmation, that fonns her gods after the images

©f men, as well as her men after the images of the

gods.

Tn this sense, too, Juno is the goddess of marriage^

and gave to Jupiter a daughter, Lucina, or Ihthyia,

who assists those that are about to be delivered. She is

likewise the mother of Hebe, the goddess of youth, an
emblematical representation of propagation, whereby
the human race, always new-born, maintains itself in

eternal youth. But Juno is likewise the mother of

Mars, the stern god of war, with whom Jupiter often

became so angry as to threaten him with expulsion from
Olympus ; nevertheless, he always spared him, because

he was his own son. Jupiter, having given birth to

Minerva, out of his own head, Juno, in spite of him.

brought forth Vulcan, without a father.

The very jealousy, however, by which Juno was
prompted to give birth to the father of arts, contrived

many hinderances and difficulties to the creations of Ju-

piter, and, consequently, to what is illustrious and sub-

lime. As Jove, when he was scarcely born, could, with
difficulty, be saved from the snares of a persecuting

power, so the daughter of Saturn strove to destroy, in

its very birth, every grand and divine production, or, if

possible, to hinder its being brought to hght.

Wheri, therefore, the meek Latona was to brmg forth

Diana sftid Apollo, Juno caused her to be persecuted by
a moiÄrous dragon, and bound the Earth by an oatii

not tolfeefdjjyij- an asylum where she could be deliver

ed. Delos, as a swimming island, was happily not in-

cluded in the unnatural compact, and there, at last. La
tona found a place of refuge. On that island, between
an olive and a palm-tree, she brought forth first Diana
and then Apollo.

When Semele, the daughter of Cadmus, king of

Thebes, was pregnant with Bacchus. Juno, under the
5*
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figure of Beroe, Semele's nurse, knew how to persuade

her, by black artifice, to ask a visit from Jupiter, in

his true divine person. Jupiter swore ; he approach-

ed her as the Thunderer, surrounded by hghtnings.

and the wretched Semele perished in the flames.

Young Bacchus was saved by Jupiter, and hidden in

his thigh.

When Alcmena was about to be dehvered of Her-

cules, Juno sat down before the house, and, holding her

knees in close embrace, caused Alcmena great inward
sufferings and difficulty. From the very time of his

birth, she persecuted Hercules himself, but gained no-

thing by all her persecutions ; his heroic valour was
tried, his heart steeled, and the path was opened to him
to the seat of the gods and immortality.

Of Juno's jealousy, there subsists, as a well-invented

fiction relates, a constellation of the sky, as an in-

delible monument. She transformed the nymph Cal-

iisto, whom Jupiter loved, into a she bear ; and after-

wards, upon her being placed among the stars by the

king of the heavens, Juno desired Oceanus not to re

cei\'^ this new sparkling apparition into his bosom ; and
thus it came to pass, that the constellation of the Bear

never sets.

As winds stir up the quiet sea, so the jealousy of Juno
brings life into the fictions of imagination, and even thife

jealousy is not entirely destitute of sublimity, because.

being endowed -with divine authority and power, it

checks even the boasted omnipotence of the Thunderer.

Jupiter is represented as holding the highest seat in

the assembly of the immortals. He frowns, and Olym
pus shakes in its innermost recesses

;
he smiles, and, on

a sudden, the whole sky is irradiated. But heaven if^

not the only theatre of his operations ; he walks on
earth. And in order here to propagate his divine power

in a race of heroes, he fixes his eyes upon the daughters

of men, always enveloping his deity within illusive
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forms, to spare them the fate of Semele, or to accomplish

his designs.

From his seat on high he pours himself m a golden

shower into Danäe's lap, and she brings forth the valiant

Perseus, who, with powerful arm, subdues monsters.

With the majestic neck of a swan he clings to Leda's

bosom, and she becomes the mother of the magnanimous
Pollux, and the godlike Helena, the most beautiful

woman that earth ever produced.

In the strength of a mettled ox, he invites, with tender

look, the virgin Europa to bestride his back, and carries

her through the floods of the sea to the shores of Crete,

where she brings forth Minos, who gives laws to the

nations, and rules over them with power and wisdom.
In these fictions all nature is idolized, and, by conse-

quence, the very animals are considered as sacred be-

ings
;
so that nothing mean or abject lies in the idea of

representing the supreme deity in any form that is

offered by all-comprising nature. That an opposing,

jealous, yet eminent power, strives to check the highest

authority, is likewise entuely appropriate to the genius

of these fables, according to which the beautiftd and
strong, that shall develop itself, must struggle against

opposition and difficulties, and sustain many trials and
dangers, until its value is approved.

Henceforth the history of the gods is mingled and
interwoven with that of men. The wars among the

former having ceased, there is now nothing left that is

worth their attention, but the lives and fates of mortals.

Exalting the one, and depressing the other, arbitrarily,

the divine power often trifles with them, but, on the

other hand, often assists eminent vii'tue and valour,

VESTA, (hESTIA.)

Vesta, even among the modern deities, continues a
mysterious being. She could never be induced to leave

the virgin state, and a chaste veil always covered her
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form. She was said to transfuse the earth with sacred

warmth.

CERES, (DEMETER.)

By her, the prolific, and all-nourishing daughter of

Satuin and Rhea, Jupiter was the father of Proserpina,

(Persephone.) who, carried off by Pluto, became queen
of the shades.

Thus, Pluto and Proserpina, are now, among the

modern deities, the iiilers in Orcus. Deep below them
is Tartarus ; there lie the Titans vanquished. The
upper world is divided between Jupiter and Neptune.

Chaos is unclosed and developed ; the elements are

jpeparated, and heavenly splendom* surrounds the habita,-

fion of the blessed immortals that dwell on Olympus.

NEW CREATION OP MEN.

The race of men, when once existing, seemed to be

imperishable. In vain did Jupiter send his deluge to

destroy it. It grew up again out of pebbles, and sprouted

anew from dragons'-teeth. From the slime of the

humid earth arose men ; and men sprang forth fropi

the forest oaks that gave them food.

But the golden age had passed, and the arts which
could render human life svipportable, were not yet in-

vented. Deprived of fire, mortal men were of all crea-

tures the most unhappy ; and by many wants and pains,

were obliged to atone for an existence, of which they were
not guilty. Roused, however, by the great mother of in-

ventions, necessity, the long concealed divine spark, at

last began to enkindle in their souls, and they became,
through their own power, what no god could make
them : no longer dependant on the boon of any immor-
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tal, they owed to their own unremitted exertion everj^

good they possessed.

As the mortal foe of the Titans, and the unrelenting

persecutor of Prometheus, Jupiter strove to ruin the

race of men. But, as the quiet power, that is superior

to its own wrath, and in concord with fate, he, at last,

cahuly beheld the rising of new generations, that by
sufferings, strength, and perseverance, became assimila-

ted to the gods themselves.

" The sire of gods and men, with hard decrees,

Forbids our plenty to be bought with ease,

And wills that mortal men, inur'd to toil,

Should exercise, with pains, the grudging soil

;

Himself invented first the shining share,

And whetted human industry by care

;

Himself did handicrafts and arts ordain,

Nor suffer'd sloth to rust his active reign.

Ere this, no peasant vex'd the peaceful ground
Which only turfs and greens for altars found

;

No fences parted fields, nor taarks nor bounds
Distinguish'd acres of litigious grounds

;

But all was common, and the fruitful earth

Was free to give her unexacted birth.

Jove added venom to the viper's brood,

And swell' d, with raging storms, the peaceful flood

;

Commission'd hungrj' wolves t' infest the fold,

And shook from oaken leaves the liquid gold

;

Remov'd from human reach the cheerfvd fixe,

And from the rivers bade the vine retire

;

That studious need might usefld arts explore,

From furrow'd fields to reap the foodful store.

And force the veins of clashing flints t' expire

;

The lurking seeds of their celestial fire.

Then first on seas the hollow'd alder swam

;

Then sailors quarter'd heav'n, and found a name
For ev'ry fix'd and ev'ry wand'ring star

—

The Pleiads, Hyads, and the Northern Car

;

Then toils for beasts, and lime for birds were found.

And deep-mouth'd dogs did forest-walks surround

;

And casting-nets were spread in shallow brooks.

Drags in the deep, and baits were hung on hooks.
Then saws were tooth'd, and sounding axes made
(For, wedges first did yielding wo<:)d invade ;)
And various arts in order did succeed,

(What cannot endless labour, urg'd by need ?)"

Dryden's Virg. Greorg
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After Prometheus has retreated from the theatre and
transactions of the world, those who take his place in

the great cause of humanity, the new fathers of man-
kind, by whose assistance they rise, as it were, from

oblivion, are, besides DeucaUon, Ogyges, Cecrops, and
Inachus.

OGYGES.

During the time of Ogyges, a deluge occurred, whicli

is still anterior to that of Deucalion. The horizon of

all history is closed by the Ogygian flood, and even the

wide field of fable here finds its limits.

Ogyges, who reigned over the country aftenvards

called Attica and Boeotia, and Thebe, a daughter of

Jupiter, are the parents of Eleusinus, who is said to

have founded, even at that early period, the city of

Eleusis, and estabUshed the Eleusinian mysteries.

INACHUS.

A considerable part of ancient history is traced back
to Inachus, a son of Oceanus. Inachus was a stream

that watered the fields of ArgoUs in Peloponnesus ; fic-

tion gave it personality, and made it the author of the

people that hved around its shores.

His son, Phoroneus, taught them the use of fire:

and having before been dispersed in the woods, he per-

suaded them to unite and build themselves contiguous

dweUings. Thus Phoroneus, causing his people to make
the first step toward civilization, became one of the

earliest and principal benefactors of mankmd.
lo, a daughter of Inachus, loved by Jupiter, and per-

secuted by Juno, was transformed into a cow, and furious-

ly driven over the whole earth, until she found a resting

place in Egypt. There she had a temple erected, and
was worshipped as a goddess, (Isis.) She gave a son

to Jupiter, called Epaphus, from whom sprang a royal
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race, that afterwards reigned again in Greece, founding
their right of regal authority on descent firom old

Inachus.

Libya, a daughter of the Egyptian king Epaphus,
gave two sons to Neptune, Belus and Agenor

; the

latter was king in Tyre. Cadmus, who is said to have
brought the first letters to Greece, and to have founded
the city of Thebes, was his son, and Europa, the mo-
ther of Minos, his daughter.

Belus, the other grandson of Epaphus, was the father

of Danaus and Egjrptus, the former of whom came
over from Egypt to Greece, and reigned in Argos. From
him Acrisius descended, the father of Danae, and grand-

father of the heroic Perseus. Alcaeuswas a son of Per-

seus, and a grand-daughter ofAlceeus, was Alcmena, the

mother of Hercules.

These are the principal personages descended from
the heroic family of Inachus. From the impossibility

of tracing back any family of kings or heroes farther

than Inachus, the common saying of the ancient poets

arose :
" though thou canst derive thy origin from old

Inachus, thou still remainest a victim of inexorable

Orcus."

CECROPS.

With him there arose, in the country of Attica, a new
race of men, whom he, hke the son of Inachus, taught

to hve together in cottages, and among Avhom he first

estabhshed matrimony ; for which reason he is repre-

sented with a double face, that of a male and a female.

In considering the city of Athens, which afterwards

became the most cultivated of all the cities of Greece, the

idea of culture in art as well as science, is the leading

©ne up to its remotest fictitious history. After Cecrops

had laid the foundation of the city, Neptune, and the

goddess of science and art, Pallas Athene, disputed^

whose name should be applied to the newly rising eity

;



60 MORITZ' MYTHOLOGY.

the latter obtained the victory, and after her the city-

was called Athens.

DEUCALION.

Although Deucalion is commonly considered and
called the renewer of the destroyed family of Prome-

theus, yet we see that other traditions, still more ancient,

are connected with the fictions respecting him, and
that they confine Deucalion's new creation or formation

of men to a part of Greece.

Amphyction, a son of Deucalion, first established a

sacred association among the several tribes in Greece,

who, by means of common consultations, were so

closely united together, as to form, as it were, but one

nation. This sacred institution was called, after the

name of its founder, the Amphictyonic Council, or the

meeting of the Amphictyons.

Hellen^ Deucalion's second son, from whose name
the Greeks are called Hellenes, reigned in Thessaly.

and was the father of Eolus, who became the ancestor

of many heroes. The most renowned among them are,

Meleager, Bellerophon, and Jason. Meleager killed the

Caledonian boar ;
Bellerophon vanquished the monster

Chimera ; and .Tason won the golden fleece.

THE ANCIENT INHABITANTS OF ARCADIA.

These were considered as the most ancient of men,
who existed before any era, and whose origin fell beyond

any record, a ciicumstance which fiction expresses in

the words : "they were ere the moon was." With this

people, too, the original simplicity and innocence of

manners degenerated into vice and depravity to such a

degree, that Jupiter continued to hurl his thunderbolts

upon the land of Arcadia so long, that, at last, even

earth stretched out her arais, imploring mercy.
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THE FOREST OP DODONA.

In Chaonia, a country of Epirus, was an old forest

of oaks, called the Dodonian, with an oracle of Jupiter.

In this forest imagination likewise discovered a suitable

place to fix the abode of the first men. who knew of

no other nourishment but acorns.

REPRESENTATIONS OF THE GODS AFTER THE IMAGES
OP MEN.

It has already been observed, that the fanc}^ of the

ancients creates her gods after tlie images of men, as

well as her men after the images of the gods. And
here it is that we must be chiefly on our guard, not

to pass an unjust judgment on the times of old. Anti-

quity is not to be viewed and explained according to

the customs and ideas of modern times, as little as the

plays of childhood are to be considered and interpreted

by the earnest pursuits of manhood, or the grave wis-

dom of old age. While we live, as it v/ere, in the age

of reason, the ancients lived in that of imagination,

which, beholding the rock walk, hearing the brook

speak, discovering life in the flower, animates with this

life a being of her own creation, like Prometheus, who
breathed into the bosoms of his creatures of clay the di-

vine spark of the sun to quicken them.

The infinite, the unlimited, without shape and form,

is, to fancy, a melancholy object. Therefore, she lays

hold upon things formed and Imiited, in order to use

them as patterns for her own creations ; and as a sea-

faring man, who descries from afar the land, gains

new strength and courage, so the consoling aspect of

hvuiian form is, to fancy, the sure helm wherewith to

steer on the vast ocean of nature's grand exhibitions,

6



62 MORITZ' MYTHOLOGY.

This feeling was particularly lively with the ancients.

The boundless masses which sunound man, as sky,

earth, sea, gained in their serene imagination form and
shape. They endeavoured to unite the tenderness of

the formed objects with the strength of the unformed and
shapeless : and, as in the tall, erect body of man, the so-

lidity of the oak is joined to the pliancy of the tender

stalk ; so the creative genius of the ancients connected

with the power of the raging element, and the majesty

of the rolhng thunder, the human features, the eloquent

lips, the winking brows, and the speaking eye. Thus
the image is diawn ; it is the image of

JUPITER OLYMPIUS.

That being to v.hose hands imagination intrusted

the thunder, must be superior to, and yet, at the same
time, in harmony with human form ;

jjecause a think-

ing power was to be lepresented, and the capacity of

thought can be indicated through no other form, than

through the features of the expressive face of man.
And to so high a degree of perfection rose the represent-

ing art of the Greeks, inspired and consecrated by its

subjects, that it exhibited works similar indeed, yet far

superior to its models, excluding every thing contingent,

and uniting, on the other hand, all essential features

expressive of beauty, power, and subhmity.

Since, however, in representing their gods, the idea of

power is always the leading one with the ancients, the

expression of that power predominates in their subUmest

formations. Jupiter's weighty head, from which wis-

dom has been born, bends forward ; it meditates and

directs the changes of things ; it ponders their revolu-

tions. Among all the celestials, the power of him who
sways the thunder is the most unlimited, and whenever

it is restrained, it is by invincible fate, and the wiles of

Juno.

Jupiter, therefore, is most frequently represented as
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feeling in himself the fulness of his authority, and re-

joicing therein. An ancient gem shows him sitting on
his throne, quietly looking into the universe, holding the

thunder in his right hand, and in his left the imperial

sceptre, with the eagle at his feet. Another contains

his bust, with the horns of a ram. This is the image
of Jupiter Ammon, who was prhicipally worshipped in

Libya, where he gave oracles. Sometimes he is seen

with his shoulders wrapped in the folds of a cloak, and
his forehead adorned with the royal diadem. Even the

curled beard and hair, in the representations of Jupiter,

are indicative of inward power and youthful strength.

He knits his black brows, he shakes the ambrosial locks

of his head, and Olympus trembles.

In the language of the most ancient poet, Jupiter him-
self, threatening the other gods, proclaims his power in

the following manner :

—

*' League all your forces then, ye powers above,

Join all, and try th' omnipotence of Jove

:

Let down our golden, everlasting chain.

Whose strong embrace holds heaven, and earth, and main.
Strive all, of mortal, and imiuortal birth,

To drag, by this, the Thunderer down to earth :

Ye strive in vain ! If I but stretch this hand,
I heave the gods, the ocean, und the land

;

I fix the chain to great Olympus' height.

And the vast world hangs trembling in my sight

!

For such I reign, unbounded and above

;

And such are men, and gods, compar'd to Jove."*

From this representation, it is also evident, that in

the most perfect idea of Jupiter, the surrounding All
was comprised. As, however, in this idea every thing
is exalted and ennobled, what wonder that those heroes,

whose ancestors were unknown, should be called sons
of Jupiter. They were the eminent children of the
universe, and, consequently, the genuine sons of Jove.

And with such a deity—uniting in his being the
mean and trifling with the majestic and sublime—with

Pope's Homer, li. Vm. 5. ss. ^^C
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such a deity fancy was free to trifle now and then ; she
was free to grasp herself the golden chain, in order to

draw down Jupiter from his Olympic seat. Thus she
herself was drawn up to the skies.

Nevertheless, even in these fictions of imagination,

deity always appears exceedingly distant from, and far

superior to humanity. A modern poet describes this

distance and superiority, with the true genius of the an-

cients, in the following lines :

—

THE BOUNDS OF HUMANITY.

"When the most ancient, holy father, with quiet hand,

sows blessed hghtnings over the earth from rolling

clouds, I kiss the lowest hem of his robe, my faithful

heart deeply impressed with filial awe.
" For with gods man must not strive, whoever he may

be. If he raises himself, with proud head, to touch the

stars, the soles of his feet find no firm resting place ; he

is the sport of clouds and winds.
" And if with firm, marrowy bones, he stands upon the

well founded and lasting earth, he rises not high enough
to dare a comparison with the oak or with the vine.

" What distinguishes immortals from men 1—That
many waves pass on before the former, a stream eter-

nal : while the wave raises us, the wave swallows us
;

we sink to the bottom.
" Small is the ciicle that bound» our life ; and the end-

less chain of their existence is formed by many lasting

generations."

GOETHE.

In nature, fancy could find nothing more pure and

sublime, than the eaith-surrounding eether, or sky
;
and

the ffither, therefore, was chosen by her for the arche-

type of the chief deity. Thus an ancient poet :* " Thou
beholdest the high, unmeasured sether, that with ten-

* Hesiod. Theog.
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der embrace clasps the earth to his bosom ; him thou

must regard as god supreme, him regard as Jupiter
!"

JUNO.

Juno is the personification of subUme beauty united

with power. Her chief archetype was the atmosphere

with which the earth is encompassed ; it adlieres in

conjugal union to the aether that rests upon it.

In the atmosphere, pierced by the gUttering rays of

the sun, the variegated rainbow is produced, which
was the archetype of Iris, Juno's swift messenger, who,
standing in the clouds, announced the presence of the

august queen of the heavens to mankind. Among
earthly appearances, the majestic tail of a peacock bears

the strongest resemblance to the rainbow : a peacock,

therefore, was the bird sacred to Juno, and her chariol

is drawn through the sky by peacocks.

Juno is called the reigning, the large-eyed, the

wdiite-armed ; epithets which rather tend to inspire us

with veneration than with love. It is not the tendercharm
of the eye that graces her image, it is greatness com-
manding awful respect ; and of all those parts which
constitute the figure ofthe reigning^ queen of the heavens,

poetry celebrates none but the beauty of the powerful

arm.

And, indeed, Juno acts a part in almost all the vio-

lent events in heaven and on earth. The raging
elements, of which the whole train of human passions

is but a copy in miniature, are hkewise personated in

her ; for the violence of the elements is chiefly display-

ed in the lower atmosphere. Here they fight, they
urge, and press upon each other ; here they rob, and
spoil, and breathe revenge. The rock groans in the

furious sea, and under the blast of the storm the billow

howls. Here is the workshop of continual formation
and destruction ; here the theatre of insurrection and
war, the seat of wrath, and mourning, and misery

;

6*
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here Hector must fall, Hecuba pull out her gray hairs.

and Troy become a prey to the flames.

But above the atmosphere, in the pure sether, every

thing is permanent and regular ; there the celestial

globes complete their course undisturbed, and nothing-

is there that urges or hinders, nothing that brings dis-

cord into the harmony of the spheres.

The top of high Olympus rises through the clouds

into the still aether, and thither imagination transfers

the abode of the blessed immortals, who, exempt them-

selves from cares and pains, sip the sweet nectar amid
the sounds of Apollo's lyre, and laugh at their quar-

rels with each other for the sake of mortals, destined to

bear the burden of toils and sorrows.

In this manner fancy always reunites the human
form of her deities with their heavenly archetype. The
swan in the bosom of Leda, as the blue aether surrounds

the earth, and the blue aether again opens to show the

ruler of Olympus, with his ambrosial locks, holding the

nectar-cup in his hand. Juno pours around the globe

of the earth a transparent mist, in which the rainbow

displays its splendid colours, and the same Juno wan-
ders on foot through this very mist, to visit her foster

parents at the bounds of the earth. Fancy, not choosing

to dw^ell for a long time on those objects which she, in

a certain manner, attempts to explain by her personifi-

cations, rather dehghts to rove among the beings them-

selves, to whom she gave personahty. When Juno op-

posed herself to Jupiter, he suspended her on a chain

iiom Olympus, into her own dominion, the atmosphere,

with an anvil fastened to each of her feet. The heaven-

ly and sublime had thus to suffer the disgrace of being

drawn down, and all celestials mourned at the sight

;

but fancy, the earth-born daughter, delights in the sport.

Juno represents in her person the high, commanding
beauty, which is superior to the delicacy of female

charms, and does not need them. When, therefore, the

heavenly queen intended to win Jupiter by charming
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Joveliness, she was obliged to borrow the girdle of Venus,

who, by her soft beauty, had obtained the prize, when
the shepherd on the top of Mount Ida, passed the bold,

decisive sentence.

Juno is commonly represented by plastic art in her

whole regal splendour, sitting upon a throne or on
Jupiter's eagle, holding in her one hand a sceptre, and
in the other a veil spangled with stars that flows round
her head. A peacock is commonly seen at her feet.

The chief archetype of Apollo, is the sun's ray in

eternally youthful splendour. It assumes human form,

and with it rises to perfect beauty, in which the very ex-

pression of destructive power melts away in the harmo-

ny of the youthful features.

As in the rays of the sun, which are both beneficent

and destructive, fertilizing and producing decay, creation

and destruction are united, so the divine form of which
those rays are the archetype, unites in itself both terror

and mildness. For the god of beauty and youth, who
delights in lyre and song, carries, at the same time, the

quiver upon his shoulder, draws the silver-bow, and
sends in wrath his arrows among men, to cause by
means of them contagious sicknesses ; or he kills them
with soft weapons.

The twins of Latona are the twin-deities of death,

Dividing the human race between them, Apollo

takes man for his aim, Diana woman, and thus they

kill with mild arrow whomsoever old age has stolen

upon. Like leaves of verdant trees, that keep them-
selves in a state of sempiternal bloom and fresh colour

merely by successively falling off and decaying; or,

like those sacred doves of Jupiter, which, flying by the

dangerous Scylla, always lose one of their company,
which is instantly replaced by the father of the gods^

?est the number be impaired ; thus one generation of
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men imperceptibly makes room for another, and who
ever, overpowered by old age or infirmity falls asleep, it-

said, in the language of poetry, to have been kiUed by
Apollo or Diana with a soothing weapon.
That this was really the way of thinking with the

ancients, appears from the manner in which they ex-

press themselves. " The small happy island where I

was born," relates the swine-herd Eumeus to Ulysses,
" is situated beneatli a healthy, benevolent sky ; there

men are not swept away by odious sicknesses, but when
old age comes over them, Diana or Apollo appears with

silver-bow, and kills them with arrows that give no
pain."* And when Ulysses, in the lower world, asks

the shade of his mother in what manner she had died,

he receives the answer :
" Not Diana's soft arrow has

killed me, nor has sickness taken me away ; but the

longing after thee, my son, and my grief for thy fate

deprived me of sweet life."t

However, neither Apollo nor Diana has always this

pleasing and beneficent appearance. From time to

time the god of the silver-bow is seen angry at the in-

habitants of the earth, and then "he walks forth like a
black cloud, or the dark night itself, and the quiver

rings on his back as he is moving on with hasty anger."

Then he sends his arrows into the camp of the Greeks,

there to produce contagious sicknesses, which " sweep
away man by man, and do not suflfer the flames of the

funeral piles to be extinguished."! And in the same
manner the wrath of Diana brings destruction upon
Acteon, and the children of Niobe.

Nevertheless, serenity, benevolence, and loveliness,

constitute the chief character of Apollo, and he whose
arrow wounds, heals again. Not only is he himself

venerated under the name of the Heahng, but he is

also the father and teacher of iEsculapius, who is ac-

quainted with the means of soothing every pain, and

* Horn. Od. XV. 402. ss. t Homer Od XI. 19G. es.

i Homer, H. I. 44. s©.
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knows a medicine for every sickness, who by his art

can save even from death itself.

With reference to this turn of character, an ancient

poet, endeavouring to fill the mind with serenity and
joy, suggests the following consolation: "If thou art

afflicted now, and mournmg, it will not always be thus;

for not always does Apollo bend his bow ; soon will he
awaken again the silent Muse to play and song!"*

In all these fictions the image of Hehos is to be re-

cognized : it is the animating sun-beam which awakens
the heart to gaiety and song. It is also the all-seeing,

the all-discovering sun-beam that assumed a form in the
prophesying Apollo as w^ell as in Apollo the herdsmen,
for those herds and flocks that graze without herdsmen
and shepherds are, as fiction asserts, watched by the all-

seeing sun. Yet all these grand features are contracted in

the more tender form of that A poUo, whose parents were
Jupiter and Latona. He is the shepherd of king Ad-
metus' flocks, he inspires the divining Pythia, and leads

the choiTisses of the Muses.

On the isle of Delos he awoke to life, and soon
after his birth, the divine power that dwelt in him,
speedily developed itself The august goddesses The-
mis, Rhea, Dione, and Aphrodite, were present when he
was born

;
they wrapped him up in soft habiliments, and

Thetis reached hun nectar and ambrosia. As soon as
he had tasted the divine food, his swathing bands con-
fined him no longer

;
the divine boy stood on his feet,

and even his tongue was loosed :
'• The golden lyre,'*

cried he, "shall be my joy, the carved bow my pleasure,

and in oracles I will reveal the events of futurity."! And
when he had thus spoken, now a blooming youth, he
walked forth majestically over mountains and islands.

He came to Pytho,t with its craggy summits, and there

* Horace, Lib. II. Od. X.
t Hynm to Apoll. 120. ss.

t Pytho, properly speaking, is the ancient name of the city of Delphi^,

at the foot of Mount ParnassuSj in Phocis ; here it signifies the moun-
tain itself



70 MORITZ' MYTHOLOGY,

he arose, swift as thought, into the assembly of the

celestials. There, then, at once, reigned lyre and song ;

the Graces, tenderly embracing their friends and com-
panions, the Horse, joined with them in the Olympian
dance; while the Muses, with harmonious voices, sang
the joys of the blessed immortals, and the grief of mor-
tal men, who know no means of escaping old age and
death.

When Apollo afterwards descended from the Olym-
pian seat, he killed at the very spot from which his

oracles should spread over the earth, the dragon Python,

and "the beams of the sun caused the slain monster to

decay."* From this deed, Apollo received the surname
of the Pythian.t There, in a deep rocky valley of

Parnassus, stood the famous temple of ApoUo, and over

the cleft of a cavern the tripod was placed, on which the

priestess sat, through whose mouth the god revealed the

future, and who is likewise called Pythia.

Among the poetical tirtions of the ancients, that of

Apollo is one of the most sublime and lovely, because

it dissolves the idea of a destmctive power in that of

youth and beauty, tliu« combining in harmonious unity

tw^o ideas entirely opposite. It seems to be owing to

this circumstance, too, that plastic art, in the most beau-

tiful representation of Ap<)llo,t which as a sacred bequest

of antiquity, was spared by all-destroying time, has

attained to a degiee of perfection which comprises in it

all that is truly beautiful, the sight of which fills the

soul with admiration, because of the harmonious mul-

tiplicity which it expresses.

Upon an antique gem, which, in its kind, is consider-

ed as a masterpiece of Grecian art, Apollo is represented

in the act of turning his lyre over the head of Pythia,

who bears the sacrificial cup in her hand, as if inspiring

* Hymn, in Apoll. 371.

t This is the common interpretation : See Hymn to Apoll, ubi sup

Ovid's Metam. I. 447 ; but the name signifies also the Prophesying.

t Apollo Belvedere.
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the priestess with the heavenly harmonies that opened

to her the times to come. Another representation, also,

upon a gem, shows him leaning against an Attic pillar,

with the bow in his left hand, and the lyre at his feet.

In this image, one may behold the god who from the

glittering bow shoots mortal arrows, but who likewise

mingles with the chorusses of the Muses, and, by the

healing art, renovates the wounded body.

NEPTUNE, POSEIDON.

After the divine forms of Pontus, Oceanus, and Ne-
reus, have retreated into shade, Neptune rises in lordly

majesty, holding the mighty trident in his hand, with
which he calms the seditious floods, so that the traces of

his weapon are to be found in the slight furrows of the

tJanquil element.

All that moves rapidly onward, affords the ruler of

the waves pleasure. On land, he bends from his chariot-

seat over his spirited steeds to encourage them
; and at

sea, the swiftly flying ships are his delight. The race

of horses owes to him its existence, for lie struck the

ground with his trident, and the horse instantly sprang
from it. He also is the father of the winged Pegasus,

and of Arion, the noblest horse that ever bore kings or

heroes. Endowed with the swiftness of the wind, he
threw off his rider in the Grecian games, to win the

prize for himself.

We see how closely connected in these fictions is the

animal world with that of the gods. The animal is

considered in them as an emblem of nature, and nature

as containing the archetypes of all divine representa-

tions. In the Egyptian mythology, all divine beings

appear under animal forms, a circumstance which fable

explains by saying, that the gods, through fear of the

giants or Typhon, had fled into Egypt, there hiding

themselves within the bodies of animals.

Though descended from the same father as the
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Thunderer, Neptune, like the element in which he
reigns, is but the suliordinate power. When, during the

war with Troy, Iris came to Neptune, deUvering to him
the threatening message of Jove, that he should beware
of measuring himself with him who sways the thunder-

bolts, and refrain from assisting the sons of Danaus,
the Shaker of the earth, at first, replied with boldness:
" However mighty Jupiter may be, he has spoken very

arrogantly ! Are we not all three the sons of Saturnus

and Rhea ? Is not the universe divided among us ? He
may terrify with such words his sons and daughters, but

not me !" Iris reminded him :
*' The elder brother is

protected by the power of the Erynnies,"—and instantly

Neptune complied with the will of the Thunderer,
speaking to Iris in mild language :

" Thou hast wisely

spoken, O goddess ; it is well, if a messenger knows
also what is useful.'"*

The archetype of Neptvme is the vast sea, which
being, as it were, angry at all that is prominent, strives

to bring it down to its own level. Thus when,
during the siege of Troy, the Greeks were building a
wall round their ships, near the sea-shore, to serve as a

bulwark against the enemies, Neptune grew angry, and,

hastening to Jupiter, gave vent to the bitterness of his

soul in these words :
" The renown of this wall, will

spread all over the earth
;
yet my own wall, which I,

assisted by Apollo, once built round Troy, for king Lao-
medon, will be forgotten." To which, Jupiter replied

;

*'' Illustrious Shaker of the earth ! I should not wonder
if another god, less powerful than thou, would care for

such a work as that : but thy glory reaches aheady as

far as the hght of the sun; and tliou wilt, I trust, sink

that wall into the sea, and cover the shores with sand,

that no trace of its existence shall be left, as soon

as the Greeks have gone.''t With such word^

Homer U. XV, 185, ss. i Homer, II. VH. M6. ss.



:moritz' mythology. 73

Jupiter upbraided Neptune for his envy and care about

the work of mortal men.
The productions of Neptune are, for the greater part,

monstrous. The Aloides, who, heaping mountains upon
one another, attempted to scale the heavens, and became
dangerous to Jupiter himself, were his sons, and his son

also was the monstrous Cyclop Polyphemus, whom
Ulysses deprived of his eye. This injury, done to his bc=

loved son by mortal hands, Neptune left not unavenged,

but severely punished the daring deed of Ulysses. He
rendered vain, as long as possible, all attempts made by
the unfortunate traveller to regain his home ; he made
him endure all hardships and dangers tliat can befall

a sea-faring man ; and when, at last, by the will of

fate, he must reach Ithaca, his native island, Neptune
avenged himself on the innocent ship of the hospitable

Pheeacians, who brought him thither, transforming her

on her retiyn into a rock. Thus dangerous was it

even to Minerva's favourite, to have offended the dread°

ful power of the resistless element, and what was rela-

ted to it.

When the Muses were entertaining themselves '- on
the Aonian mount," with song and play on the lyre, in

so gay and cheerful a manner, that all the environs par-

ticipated of their joy, and Helicon itself leaped under
their feet, Neptune, falling into a passion, sent up Pe-
gasus with the injunction to set limits to the mirtli and
noisy joy of those revellers. When arrived at the top

of the mount, Pegasus had nothing to do in order to

bring all in its proper, quiet course, but to paw the

ground
;
from beneath his tramp, however, that well

known fountain burst forth, out of which the poets sip

their inspiration, and which from the horse is called

Hipporrene.

During the Trojan war, Neptune was once sitting-on

a woody mountain-top, in the isle of Samos, and look-

ing from afar at the combat. He was very angry at

Jupiter because he suffered the Trojans to be victorioys.

7
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Descending from the mountain, wliich trembled under
his feet, he made three steps forward, and with the

fourth he was in Aege, where, in the deep of the sea, w^as

his palace. There he mounted his chariot, and drove

in so rapid a course over the waves, that the brazen

axle of his chariot remained untouched by the water.

All the hosts of the sea rose to hail their king, and the

weaves on both sides of the chariot fell back in awful

respect.

In the grim aspect of Neptune, the raging element

over which he presides is painted. He is commonly
represented, holding in his right hand the trident, and
having collected together in his raised left the reins, by
which he manages the proud coursers before his chariot,

while his garment is waving in the tempest. A beauti-

ful antique gem shows him treading with the whole

weight of his power out of the sea upon a rock, bearing

the trident on his left shoulder, and holding his right

hand carelessly behind his back.

Poetic as well as plastic art does indeed represent the

king of the waters in a similar majesty with Jupiter ; but

still the expression of power and sublimity always ap-

pears subordinate in the former. It is not that quiet,

eminent power, which commands with the brow of the

eye, which clears up the sky with a smile, and which
is but seldom prompted to grow angry, ])ecause it is in

the least degree restrained. On the contrary, with Nep-
tune, the expression of anger and wrath is prevailing.

He chides the winds, which, at the instigation of Juno,

bad ruffled the waves of the sea without his con-

sent ; and his expressive, " Qiios ego P'* with which he
threatens and overawes them, has, even in modern times,

been frequently recurred to by plastic art, with the view

of exhibiting his character in an appropriate represen-

tation.

• Vir?. iEn. 1. 135.
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MINERVA, PALLAS ATHENE.

When the blue-eyed goddess sprang forth in shining

armour from Jove's immortal head, Olympus shook,

Earth and Sea trembled, and the charioteer of the Sun
stopped his snorting steeds, until she took off the divine

weapons from her shoulder.*

Not being the offspring of a mother, her bosom
was as cold as the steel v. ith which it Vvas covered.

Her nature approached to manly greatness, and ten-

derness and female affection dwelt not in her heart.

By this disposition, equally adapted to quiet, unpreju-

diced musing on art and science, and to undaunted
participation in warlike occupations, her two-fold cha-

racter, as goddess of Wisdom, and as heroine, is at once

explained and justified : for in a female being, the want
of tender feelings is always connected with a desire of

destruction, which grows together with the former, at

an equal rapidity. It is the tender-hearted, affectionate

Venus, who, merely out of love to Adonis, and not on
her own account, pursues with him the roes and fawns
of the forest ; but the colder Diana dehghts in chase and
destruction itself, only forgetting it for a moment, when,
with secret fondness, she steals a look at the slumbering

Endymion.
Minerva, the cold viigin, being destitute of every

feeling of tenderness and languishing passion, finds her

pleasure, Uke the stern god of battle, in warUke tumult,

and dehghts in the sight of destroyed cities. There is,

however, this difference ; ehe, patronizing at the same
time the peaceful arts, does not share with hha the im-
petuosity and violence of character b}'^ which he is dis-

tinguished. Repulsive coldness is the chief feature that

characterizes her, and renders her equally capable of

being the directress of just wars, and of practising the

• Hymn to PaU. 10,
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laborious task of weaving, of inventing useful arts, and
guiding the wrathful minds of the heroes. When
Achilles was going to diaw his sword against Agamem-
non, his king and chief, the blue-eyed goddess suddenly
stood behind him with terrible look, invisible to every

one but himself, seized his yellow liair, and assuaged
the wrath of the 3^oung hero by prudent advice. He
withdrew his mighty fist from the silver handle, and
the sword dropped back into its scabbard. Thus Pallas

Athene, even in the midstof war, appears as a mediator

and peacemaker ; nor is she, by any means, to l^e con-

founded with wild Bellona, (Enyo,) who, with terrific

countenance and dishevelled hair, brandishing a bloody

whip in her right hand, while the other shakes the

heavy lance, drives the chariot of the god of "VA ar. She
is a subordinate being, who, even by her appearance and
deportment, betrays her inferior standing. In her wild

aspect, no quiet look discloses the divine spark of inward
wisdom, or inventive genius. Her glaring eye darts

rage and fury ; her figure is not graced \\ ith that no-

bility of air, in Avhich the just rider of battles, and the

august guide of the heroes, is to be recognized ; her

headlong impetuosity, her cruel desire of murder and
devastation, discovers the worthy companion of Discord,

as well as the ferocious driver of the snorting coursers

of Mars.

In the divine person of Minerva, warlike disposition

was tempered partly by her female sex, yet more so by
those quaUties which rendered her the benefactress of

mankind in bestowing upon them the peaceful arts.

For, the same goddess who delighted in the din of bat-

tle, and the shouts of fighting heroes, taught mankind
the art of weaving, of building ships, and of pressing oil

from olives. When she was engaged with Neptune
in the dispute after whom that city should be named,

than which none more advanced in the arts and sciences

has ever adorned the earth, it was agreed, in the coun-

cil of the gods; that the honour of naming it should be-
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long to whichever of the claimants bestowed the most
useful present upon the inhabitants. Accordingly, the

monarch of the waters called the horse into existence,

by striking the earth with his trident ; Minerva's gift

was the oUve tree, and she obtained the prize. The
opposition of apparently quite different and incongruous

features, in the character of this goddess, is by no means
prejudicial to the beauty of her fictitious person. On
the contrary, fiction becomes thereby, as it were, a sub-

limer language, which summons together a number of

dispersed ideas into tuneful harmony, as is the case

in the representation of Apollo. It is true, that such

diversified ideas are seldom united in the microcosm of

the thinking mind
;
yet a single glance into the im-

mense world of nature must convince us, that their pro-

totypes are connected in sisterly union, all apparent dif-

ferences and contradictions of creation and destruction

being dissolved, and life and death combined in the

most perfect and beautiful harmony.
Nor can it justly be asserted, that the unity and har-

mony of the whole in Minerva's character, is disturbed

by the seeming contradiction of its single features.

They all refer to the cold, reflecting wisdom, which,

guarded by the want of feeling, and a sort of forbidding

callousness, never hears the voice of passion. The
petrifying head of Medusa threatens from the shield that

covers Minerva's breast, and over her head" hovers the

gloomy, melancholy bird of night. She is the faithful

friend of the enduring, persevering, cold, and cunning
Ulysses, as well as the admonisher who recalls the en-

raged heroes to presence of mind.

The deep sense which lies concealed in all the fic-

tions of the ancients, betrays itself, also, in Minerva'6

power being represented as superior to that of Mars.

The warhke spirit that keeps possession of itseli, that

looks with quiet eye over the field of battle, and is suf-

ficiently comprehensive to attend also to the arts and
sciences of peace, gets the better of the impetuous one

7*
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that is always ready to fight. When, during the war with

Troy, tiie gods themselves had engaged in the combats,

either to aid the Greeks, or to assist the Trojans, and had
challenged each other, the turbulent god of war, rushing

on the more tender Pallas, furiously thrusts his spear

against her shield
;
yet against that even Jupiter's hght-

nings are of no avail. The goddess, however, falling

back a httle, takes up with her strong hand an immense
field stone, and hurls it upon the forehead of Mars, so

that he is precipitated to the earth, covering with his

body seven acres of ground.

Notwithstanding the manly, strong features with

which the picture of IMiiierva is drawn by poetry, she

continues still a woman that cannot conquer the foibles

common to her sex. No sooner had the inventress of

the flute made the discovery through the mirror pre-

sented by a lucid rivulet, that her charms would suffer

a little by playing on this instrument, than she threw

it away, to the great misfortune of Marsyas, who found

it.* Like Juno, she was jealous, too, and like her, she

did not rest until Troy stood in flames, and Priam's

race was destroyed, because Paris had denied her, as

well as Juno, the prize of beauty, awarding it to the

softer charms of Yenus.

Minerva, even as goddess of Wisdom, is generally

represented in full panoply ; a helmet covers her head,

in her right hand she holds a spear, and in her left the

formidable ^gis, or shield, with the head of Medusa»

An owl, the bird sacred to her, is commonly seen hover-

ing over her hehnet, or placed near her. In the grace-

ful and majestic countenance of the august goddess of

Wisdom, shines forth the inward spirit, genius, and

nobility.

* The Sat3rr Marsyas, a celebrated musician in Phrygia, is said to

have challenged Apollo to a trial of skill iii music, in which he was van-

quishe<l, and flayed alive by the god of the golden harp. Marsyas was
chan<Ted into a river, which, under the same name, discharges its waters

into the Meander. Herod. VII. 2Ö. Diod. Sic. IH. Ovid. Fast, VL
6%. Metam. VL 382.
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BIARS, ARES.

Even to the dreadful and terrible, even to destructive

warj the imagination of the ancients ascribed personali-

ty. Thus they tempered the idea of the wild and im-

petuous power, that rages Uke a tempest through the

hosts engaged in bloody strife, that breaks helmets,

dashes weapons to pieces, and crushes chariots, that

throws alike to the ground the valiant and the faint-

hearted in the wliirUng storm of the battle, triumphing

over its wasting destruction. The human form, into

w^hich this terrible appearance was disguised by imagi-

nation, and associated with the assembly of the immor-
tals, presented, moreover, to the wanior a lofty pattern,

the majesty of which he partly appropriated to himself

by bold and valorous deeds.

That again the human form of Mara is dissolved, from

time to time, into the idea of the fighting army itself,

lies in the nature of poetical representation. Thus,
when in a com!)at before Troy he was wounded by the

valiant Diomedes, aided by Minerva, he roared, as the

poet tells us, like ten thousand men in the tumult of

the battle, so that fear and terror seized both Greeks and
Trojans, on hearing the voice of the brazen god of v/ar.

Enveloped in clouds, he immediately ascended to Olym-*

pus, and he appeared to Diomedes as nightly gloom, that

precedes a tempest. When he arrived at the dweUing
of the immortal gods, he complained to Jupiter of the

audacity of men
;
but Jupiter reproved him with angry

words :
•' Trouble me not with thy complaints, incon-

stant, who art to me the most odious of all the gods

that dwell on Olympus, for thou knowest of no other

pleasure but strife, war, and contest ; in thee dwells the

whole character of thy mother, and hadst thou been
the son of another god, and not my own, thou wouldst

!ong ago lie deeper than the sons of Uranos,'"^

* Kom. II, V. 85.0, s&.



So

The inconstancy of Mars, with which he is reproach-

ed not only by his father, but also by Minerva, who
calls him a deserter that would now side with the one
enemy and now with the other, implies again the idea

of war itself, represented by poetry as something that

exists, as it were, for its own sake ; not caring who is the

conquered, or who the conqueror, if the bustle and tu-

mult of the battle continue.

Although the violent and inconstant Mars was often

reproved and upbraided by the more eminent and pow-
erful, and for this very reason more gentle and meek
deities, Minerva and Jupiter, he held his seat among
the celestials, and on earth temples and altars were
consecrated to him. Indeed, by his youthful impetuosi-

ty he even contrived to win the love of tender Venus,
who, unmmdful of her duty towards her husband,
maintained a secret intercourse with the god of war.

From this disguised connexion between the tender

and the violent, Harmonia arose, who afterwards be-

came the ^nfe of Cadmus, the founder of Thebes.
In the same manner, as Venus binds the mipetuous

god of war by her tenderness, Minerva, on the other

hand, restrains his violence by her wisdom. For, when
on a certain occasion Jupiter's threatening mjunction
prohibited the gods from taking any part in the contests

between Greeks and Trojans, and Mars became ap=

prised that in one of their fights his son Ascalaphus
had been slain, immediately commanding his servants,

Fear and Terror, to put his horses to his chariot, and
taking up his guttering arms, he thus addressed the

other inhabitants of Olympus :
" Be not angry at me. Ce-

lestials, because I am going to avenge the death of my
beloved son Ascalaphus

; my paternal heart \\ill not suf-

fer me to remain tranquil, even if Jupiter should hurl his

lightnings upon me." Then Minerva sprang up from
her seat, and pulling the brazen spear out of his strong

hand, tearing the helmet from his head, and the shield

from his shoulder :
" Madman/' ^he cried, " wilt thou
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bring ruiii on us all, if Jove's wrath he excited to the

utmost ! Refrain from thy an^er
; for many a one hess

slain who was stronger than thy son, and many a one
stronger than he will yet fall. Who can save mortals

from death ?"' Thus spoke the goddess ofWisdom, and
brought back the furious Mars to his seat.*

Who does not perceive, that through all these hu-

man representations of gods, great images and subUme
ideas shine, which render the fictions themselves digni-

fied and subüme : wild destmction, tender subhmity,

high charms of beauty, and gaiiding wisdom ; these are

the ideas which, in various ways, intermingle and hide

themselves under the disguise of human forms.

Mars is represented, according to his profession, as a
warrior in complete armour, bearing shield and spear.

An antique gem, preserved in one of the German mu-
seums, shows him as he is descending from the top of

the cloud-capt Olympus, sup}x>iting himself by his

right hand on the cliffs of the mountain, and carrying

in his left a buckler and spear.

VENUS, APHRODITE.

In this lovely goddess the charms of beauty are ve-

nerated, which allure to matrimonial union, as well

as the impulse by which aU beings are propagated.

It was Venus who, dii'ecting the eyes of the gods to

the daughters of men, rejoiced in her power and tri-

umphs, mitil she herself was smitten by the flourishing

youth of Anchises, whom she presented with ^Eneas^

the godhke hero.

But as the beneficent mipulse of love, if not carefully

guarded by reason and morality, may prove pernicious,

biinging destruction on the individual man, as w^eil as

w^ar and mischief upon whole nations ; so the mildest of

all goddesses is also represented as a dreadful being.

• Horn. II. KV, 115. S9,



82

Venus, having promised Paris the fairest wife upon
earth, because he had adjudged the prize of beauty to

her, in preference to all other goddesses, incited him
to deprive Menelaus, king of Sparta, of his lawful

spouse, the godlike Helena, herself instilling into the

bosom of this woman inconstancy and unfaithfulness.

Thus the goddess of Love kept her word, not caring

about the misery and ruin in which it might result.

At all times, and in every danger, she proved a zealous

iriend to Paris. When, during the siege of Troy, the

offended husband, Menelaus, was about to kill him in

single combat, she suddenly covered him with nighly

darkness, leading him safely into his perfumed closet.

Should this deity unite at once in her lovely person

the cold wisdom of Minerva, or the awful earnestness of

Themis, then, indeed, she would not render herself

guilty of the injustice of gratifying the wishes of one
favourite at the expense of a whole city, nay, of a whole
country laid waste on his account. But then she

would hkewise cease to be exclusively the goddess of

Love ; she would not continue any longer to be a pro-

duct of fancy, representing in her person what in all

nature continually operates, not caring whether it leaves

behind it the traces of bloody wars, or ages exhibiting

the bliss of peace, together with generations rejoicing in

their existence.

In the productions of fancy, it is the very w^ant of

completeness, the very appearance of defect in the fea-

tures of the represented persons, by which alone imagi-

nation is enabled to create and people a whole world of

supernatural beings, distinguished by different charac-

ters. The august Juno is destitute of placid loveliness
;

she is obliged to borrow the girdle of Venus. The
mighty god of war is deficient in reflection and pru-

dence ;
Minerva restrains his impetuosity.

Venus is possessed of the highest charms imaginable

;

but Minerva, destitute of female dehcacy, is far superior

to her in power. In one of the battles fought before
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Troy, in which the gods themselves at last challenged

each other, Venus being on the side of the Trojans,

received from the strong hand of Minerva, who assisted

the Greeks, such a blow as to make her knees sink

under her. " Would to heaven," exclaimed Minerva,

triumphantly, "that all the Trojans might equal the

heroism and valour of Venus !"* And when, at another

time, Venus, wounded in her snow-white hand, by the

bold Diomedes, came to Olympus, complaining to her

mother Dione of the daring of mortal men, Minerva
railed at her, in terms like these :

" Venus, forsooth,

was persuading a handsomely dressed Grecian lady to

follow along with her beloved Trojans, and, in caressing

the fondling, she scratched her delicate hand with the

golden clasp which fastened the robe of her favourite."

Then the father of gods and men smiled, and calling

his dejected daughter: "Warlike work, my love," said

he, " is not thy business ; thy sweet concern it is to

prepare the joys of the wedding-feast ; the care of war's

wild tumult leave to Mars and Minerva !"t

Thus the imagination of the ancients sportively

trifles with the deity, whom she created in the very

smallest features after the image of man, yet still always

choosing such natural prototypes as are both grand and
sublime.

When Aphrodite rose from out of the sea, she was re-

ceived by the Horse, who dressed her in divine attire,

put a golden crown on her immortal head, and adorned

her neck, arms, and ears, with golden ornaments. Ju-

piter gave her the Graces for companions ; Cupids at-

tended upon her ; and her chariot was drawn by doves.

Every stroke in this picture breathes tenderness. Yet
the son of the goddess is armed with bow and arrows,

thus representing the power of his heavenly mother, the

all-subduing deity.

The famous statue of Venus, the beautiful rival-piece

of the Belvidere Apollo, is under the name of the

* Homer, II XXI. 428, ss. t Homer, II. V. 421, es.
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Venus de Medicis, sufficiently known by means of pic-

tures as well as descriptions.

DIANA, ARTEMIS.

Three of the divine inhabitants of Olympus are out of

die reach of the power ofVenus : Minerva, who manages
the business of war, and teaches useful arts to man-
kind ; Vesta, who swore by Jupiter's head never to unite

with man in marriage ; and Diana, with the golden

bow, who dehghts in shadowy woods, and the chase of

the swift stag.

As soon as Jupiter, unable to resist his beloved daugh^
ter's flattering entreaties, had granted her the sempiter-

nal state of a viigin, she took up bow and quiver, kindled

her flambeau at Jupiter's lightnings, and, accompanied
by her nymphs, went, forth through dark forests and
woody mountains. She surpasses in beauty and majes-

ty, and is taller by the head than her companions.

Bending the golden bow, she sends forth the fatal shafts

on every side ; the tops of the moimtains tremble, and
the forests resound with the panting of the wounded
deer.*

Yet, even in the tumult of the chase, the goddess

does not forget her divine brother, whom, of all immor-
tals, she loves most. After having enjoyed herself to the

full in sylvan sport, she unbends her bow, hastens to

Delphi, the residence of the shining Apollo, suspends

there her weapon, and leads the chorusses of the Muses
and Graces, who chant forth the praise of the heavenly

Latona, because she was the mother of such children.

Diana shines brightest as the sister of Apollo, wh©
sheds upon her his own glorious splendom*. United with

him, she kills the children of Niobe with terrible arrows;

in union with him, she directs her soothing weapons
ogainst the families of men, who, Mke withering leave?,

• llyma to Diana-,
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are to make room for generations to come. Diana pre-

pared herself for this, by trying her skill first on trees,

then on animals, and lastly on a lawless city, annoying
its inhabitants with pernicious shafts, that carried sick-

nesses and plagues along with them.

The archetype of Diana is the shining moon, who, cold

and chaste, scatters hei- modest silver-light over moun-
tain tops and forest glades. The chasteness of Diana,

however, is a fearful feature in her character, as witness-

ed in the fate of Acteeon, the hunter, who surprised her

when bathing. He fell a victim to her offended virgin

modesty, for she changed him into a stag, and suffered

his owai dogs to rend him. Another example of her

severity is afforded by that unfortunate priestess of hers,

who profaned her sanctuary by i-eceiving into it the

youth whom she loved. The offended goddess punish-

ed the whole country wäth plague and pestilence, until

the guilty couple were sacrificed upon her altar. Virgins,

making the vow of chastity, devoted themselves to

Diana, who with dreadful punishments avenged the

violation of this vow. Whenever, therefore, one of those

virgins, who, by sacred promises, w^ere devoted priestesses

of Diana, changing her resolution, wished to marry, she

trembled at the thought of the vengeance of her goddess,

and endeavoured to reconcile her by supplications and
sacrifices.

During the Trojan war, Diana ventured to challenge

the st)-onger Juno, yet she had soon reason to repent of

her forward boldness, when she felt severely the power-

ful arm of Jupiter's spouse. " The deer on the moun-
tains thou canst kill, but not fight against those w ho are

stronger than thou." Thus saying, Juno, with her lefi

hand laid hold of both hands of Diana, took off with

her right the quiver from the shoulder of the poor

prisoner, and struck her on both cheeks with it. so that

the arrows were scattered upon the ground ;
and like a

timid dove escaping from the claws of a hawk, so fled

Diana away, weepmg, and leavinsr her nuiverj which, to-

8
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gether with the scattered shafts, was taken up, and
restored to her by Latona.*

Although these divine personages act in the manner
of hiunan beings, the fiction itself is not destitute of

beauty, if viewed, not in its single properties, but as a
w^hole. The same dreadful quiver, from which deadly

arrows spread over the race of mortals, is an easy toy in

the hand of the august Juno, w^io uses it as an instru-

ment wherewith to chastise the forward insolence of the

less powerful ; and the latter, wliose flushing cheeks

feel, inflicted by a stronger hand, the blows of that

quiver, accoutred with which she is accustomed to walk
forth in majestic pride, affords a striking picture of fe-

male power deeply humbled.

The w4ser Apollo, when challenged by Neptune, on.

the same occasion, returns to his antagonist this answer

:

" Why should I fight with thee for the sake of miserable

mortals, who, like the leaves of the trees, last but a short

time, and soon wither av\ ay. Let us refrain from fight-

ing
;
and let them carry on their war among them-

selves !"t

Upon one of those antique gems which have reached

our times, Diana is represented with her garment tucked

up, leaning in an easy posture against an attic pillar.

Her quiver and bow^ are suspended from her shoulder,

and, as that being who clears up the shades of night>

she holds a flambeau in her hand, which she is going

to extinguish : behind her a mountain is to be seen, il-

lustrative of her being the goddess who ranges the

woody tops, and follows the tracks of the deer.

CERES, DEMETER.

Of the three august daughters of Saturnus and Rhea,

Juno alone is the reigning queen of the heavens, while

Ceres and Vesta exercise their beneficent influence on

^ Horn. H. XXI. 431, ss. f Horn, II. XXI. 461, S5.
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earth ;
the one caUing forth the nourishing ear of corn,

the other impregnating the lap of the earth with sacred,

fertihzmg warmth.

Ceres was the happy mother of Proserpina, to whom,

however, the sweet hght of the sun was granted by fate

only for a short time, youth and beauty soon becoming

in her a prey of inexorable Orcus. Gathering with her

companions, in the island of Sicily, the flowers of the

meadow in harmless, unconcerned youth, Proserpina

was seen by Pluto, and ciiosen by him for the queen of

the shades. The king of terrors seized her with his

mighty arms, and, regardless of her feeble struggles,

her tears, and lamentations, raised her on his chariot

drawai by black horses. Provoked by the daring deed,

and pitying the fate of the innocent \-ictim, the nymph

Cyane, one of Proserpina's attendants, endeavoured to

stop the snorting steeds, but Pluto, thrusting his sceptre

into the ground, soon made way for himself; the earth

burst asunder, and ingulphed chariot and borses, Proser-

pina and her ravisher, who carried her safely to his sub-

terranean palace.

When Ceres heard of the loss of her daughter, not

knowing who was her ravisher, nor whither she had

been carried, she kindled iier torch at the flames of

Mount iEtna, mounted her chariot, drawn by two

dragons, and sought her child all over the earth, even

to the most secret corners, where never ray of the sun

penetrates the eternal niglit. After having overrun the

whole globe in vain, the disconsolate mother arrived at

Eleusis, a village in Attica, where she sat herself mourn-

fully down upon a stone in the street. Here she was

seen by Celeus, an inhabitant of the place, and hospita-

bly invited by him to enter his dwelling, though it was

a habitation of wo, because a beloved son of his was

breathing his last. The goddess, feehng the loss of a

beloved child in its whole extent, was moved at behold-

ing the grief of a depressed father, and tlie tears of a

lamenting mother, and resolved on restoring the son of
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Celeus to life. She made him healthful, and, with the in-

tention of bestowing also the gift of immortality upon
the flourishing boy, she wrapped him in flames every

night, to purify him from every mortal particle contain-

ed in his body. But the benevolent intention of the

divine benefactress was rendered vain by the untime-

ly curiosity of the boy's mother. Desirous to know
what the stranger was performing every night, she

watched her, and, upon beholdhig her child in flames,

broke forth into loud screams. Thus the work of the

goddess was disturbed for ever. Nevertheless, Ceres

found means of showing her gratitude and benevolence

to the hospitable Celeus in another wa}*. She bestowed

on his elder son, Triptolemus, a chariot drawn by two
flying dragons, and presented him with the inestimable

wheat, that he might spread it all over the earth, and
that thus every where a blessing might follow his foot-

steps. Triptolemus, after having traversed the eaith,

and taught mankind husbandry, is said to have suc-

ceeded his father in the sovereignty of Eleusis, and to

have become the high-priest of Ceres.

At last Ceies learned from the all-seeing sun* the

abode of her daughter. She hastened to Jupiter, to ob-

tain from him the restoration of her child, of whom she

had forcibly been deprived ; and the father of the gods

consented to Proserpina's return from Orcus, provided

her lips were yet untouched by the food used in Pluto's

dominions. But alas ! Proserpina had not withstood

the temptation to taste of that food, and, having thus be-

come the property of Orcus, she had lost all hopes of a

permanent return to the higher regions. All that Ceres

could obtain was, that her daughter should abide with

Pluto but a part of the year, and that during the re-

mainder she should enjoy the blessed light of the sky,

and the society of her affectionate mother.

* According to another fable, it was the fountain Arethusa, in Sicily,

that informed Ceres of the fate of her daughter. Ovid. INIetam. V. 487.
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Throughout this attractive fiction, the ideas of the

mysterious development of the grain hidden in the lap

of the earth, and of the inward secret hfe of nature, are

to be traced. There is no object to be found in nature

in which hfe and death, to appearance, border so near

together, as the grain of seed buried in the lap of the

earth, and appearing no longer to the eye of man : for,

in the very moment that life seems to have entirely

ceased, a new existence begins, fuller and richer than

the former.

Ceres, who is said to have first bestowed the blessing

of grain upon mortal man, is, in the chain of divine be-

ings, that one who, through the medium of her person,

carries the blessed influence of the sky down to the dark

dominions of Pluto. Philo, who is also called the

Stygian or subterranean Jupiter, married the beautiful

daughter of Jupiter Olympius. In this manner, the

opposite ideas of life and death being united in the per-

son of Proserpina, she connects with a tender and mys-
terious band, the high and the deep, Olympus and Orcus.

Upon ancient marble-coffins, the representation of

Proserpina's ravishment is often to be met with ; and
it seems as though, in the mysterious festivals which were
celebrated in honour of Ceres and her daughter, the

close comiexion of the terrible and beautiful had been

intended, to fill the souls of the initiated with astonish-

ment and awe ; when at last, all that appeared in the

begiiming opposite and contrary, melted avv^ay and was
lost in harmony.

Although Ceres is one of the most placid and meek
among the divine beings, yet she made Erisichthon, who
had violated one of her devoted groves, sensible of her

dreadful power. He was warned by the goddess her-

self, when going to cut down a sacred poplar
; but^

carrying on the cruel stroke, w ithout paying any regard

to the warning voice, he atoned for his crime by feeling

a continual hunger, which he was never able to satisfy.

At another time, when on her journey in search of her
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daugliter, tired and languishing, she entered a cottage

to slake her burning thirst, and was scoffed at by a rude

boy, because of her eagerness in drmking
; not bearing

the ignominy, she bespattered the offender with water,

by which he was immediately transformed into a spotted

lizard, bearing witness, in this shape, to the formidable

power of the goddess.

Ceres is commonly represented holding a sickle in

her right hand, and in her left, that torch which she

lighted at the fire of Mount Ji^tna, when going to look

for her lost daughter in the most secret corners of the

earth. At her feet the two dragons that drew her

chariot are coiling themselves. A wreath of wheaten
ears confines her golden tresses ; and a cornucopia is

generally placed near her. to indicate the plenty which
agriculture produces.

VULCAN, HEPHiESTOS.

Painful and wearisome labour in a work-shop filled

with steam and smoke, joined to the idea of subhme art,

that works there indefatigably with productive genius,

was by the imagination of the ancients, wrought up into

a particular divine being, whose entire strength concen-

trated itself in the mighty arm that managed the

weighty hammei' upon the anvil, while the lamed feet

were enfeebled and tottering.

Not to be outdone by Jupiter, who of himself had
given birth to Mineiva. Juno, of her own accord, brought

forth Vulcan. But the former, not willing to admit the

hideous creature to the splendid assembly of the gods,

hurled him from Olympus down to the earth.* Smoke
and black steam, together with half smothered flame,

do not agree with pure aether
; it is in contradiction

to the idea of serenity, beauty, and divine dignity.

* According to Homer, he was hurled from Olympus, l^ecause he took

part in the quarrels between Jupiter and Juno, in which he attempted

to assist the latter. II. I. 590. In the Hymn to Apollo, Juno relate»

that she herself precipitated him into tlie sea. 31&
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Nevertheless, fancy contrived to usher even this per-

sonage into the splendid theatre of high, divine Olym-

pus, securing to him a place among the celestials, by

bestowing on him the comical part in the heavenly

stage. The blessed gods raise peals of laughter, when

they behold Ihnping Vulcan in the place of Ganymedes^

making the round in the assembly of the immortals^

reaching them the nectar-cup, and jesting himself at

his bodily defects and deformity.

Yet the bold imagination of the ancients, which we

cannot forbear admiring, on the other hand found means

to shroud again this comical turn of character in divine

power and "sublimity, by connecting with it a dignity

superior to every thing human. Her grand picture

of the supernatural world, far from being degraded

by a figure like Yulcan's, becomes, on the contrary,

more variously shaded, and gains new charms. The

halting son of Juno, who, on account of his deformity,

was tfnwvn from Olympus, and, after his re-admis-

sion into the community of the gods, ministered the

nectar-cup in place of the graceful Ganymedes in so

awkward and unwieldy a manner, as to excite the

shouting laughter of the blessed immortals ;
the same

Vulcan is the inimitable artist, with whose assistance

even the immortals cannot dispense. At his work-

bench the limping feet are not prejudicial to him
;
he

needs only his arms. And with strong arm, indeed,

manages he the hammer in his smithery ; air and fire

are at his command ; at his nod the bellows blow and

kindle the fiames, producing a greater or gentler heat,

according to his wants ;
every one of his ideas is instan-

taneously carried into efiect with divine genius, and

from beneath his artful hands the work springs forth

majestically. It is also an easy matter to him to infuse

life and motion into his creations. He forges twenty

tripods roUing upon wheels, which, at his conmiand,

enter the assemblv of the gods, and return to him. He

has formed for himself, female servants of gold, that sup-
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port him when he is walking. Wlien he leaves hi-

smitheiy, he arrays himself in royal attire, and bears a

sceptre.

Though himself a deformed cripple, he has the most
beautiful being that dwells on Olympus for his wdfe.

Thus, plastic art, altliough in its appearance poor and un-

comely, is, in the person of Vulcan, married to beauty itself.

By this marriage between the god of fire and Venus,
the comical turn of his character gains, moreover, the

highest charm, the conjugal unanimity of the divine

couple being disturbed by Vulcan's jealousy, a jealousy

which indeed rests upon good ground. The stoiy of

the artificial net, which the offended husband contrived

to throw over Mars and Venus, while he called together

all the celestials, to show them the disgraceful spectacle,

and to complain of his misfortune, is, in ancient poetry,

a source of amusement, both among gods and men.
Especially in the person of Vulcan, do we find that

endeavour to unite opposite and seemingly contradicto-

ry features into one character, which is peculiar to the

fictions of the ancients. With regard to what is exter-

nal, he, the ugliest of all celestials, is married to the

loveliest being that fancy ever created ; in his cha-

racter, the ridiculous is united with dignity ; and in his

body feebleness is connected with strength, the strong

and skilful arms compensating for the hmping feet. We
are b}^ no means to consider this apparent inconsistency

in the poetical productions of the ancients as a defect^

originating, perhaps, in the heedless play of humour
;

on the contrary, w^e are rather to admire the boldness

and ingenuity of an imagination that shrinks not from
seeming difficulties, and succeeds in adjusting the va-

riety of materials, collected together for the picture of

her celestial world, into so happy and concordant a com-
position.

The fiction of Vulcan shows us, also, the high estima-

tion in which the ancients held the art of working in

metals ; it is, of all the arts, the peculiar business of a god.
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Although Vulcan first appears in a clear and dis-

tinct form among the modern gods, yet his person may
be faintly recognised through the clouds in which the

ancient deities are shrouded. The Curetes, or Cory-

bantes, who watched Jupiter in the island of Crete,

when a child, were, according to an old tradition, his

descendants. He was Ukewise one of the most ancient

Egyptian deities, or perhaps the most ancient of them.
The Curetes made a noise with their weapons, which,

as tradition relates, ^\'ere of iron. The Cyclops, before

the beginning of Jupiter's reign, had prepared thunder
and lightning in the caverns of the earth, and Earth
herself had already forged that sickle with which Satur-

nus was maimed. According to another tradition, the

Cabiri, a kind of mysterious beings, who, in the re-

motest times of antiquity, were venerated in Egypt
and Samothrace, were sons or descendants of Vulcan.

His person itself, however, is always hidden in darkness.

It is a fine and significant intimation, that mythology
represents the divine artists as assisting each other.

When Prometheus was occupied with forming his

men, both Minerva and Vulcan lent him their aid
; and

when the latter was afterwards, at Jupiter's command^
obhged to fasten the father ofmankind to the fatal rock,

he, not daring to resist the will of the Thunderer, com-
plied A\ath it amid tears and loud lamentations.

Vulcan, the male artist among the celestials, had a
desire to marry Minerva, the female one, but she with-

stood all his entreaties, as w^eU as threats. His son
Erichthonius, the earth-born, however, is said to have
always been a favourite with Minerva. She appointed
him king of her beloved city of Athens, where the de-

sire of hiding his misshapen feet, both of which were
those of a dragon,* led him to the invention of the

covered, four-wheeled carriage.

* It is worthy of observation, that, in the mythological fictions ofthe
ancients, to ahnost every being sprung from the earth, or related to it*

3ragon form or dragon feet are ascribed.
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Entirely human is the god of fire represented by
Homer, on occasion of Thetis' coming to his dwelling

to see him and his wife, and to order, at the same time,

a new armour and shield for her son Achilles. No
sooner had he heard of the presence of the august The-
tis, the old friend of his house, than, in order to appear

with proper decency in the presence of the goddess, be-

fore he left his work-shop he washed his breast, neck,

face, and hands, with a wet sponge, lest his visitor should

be offended at beholding him covered with dust, to which
his occupation necessarily exposed hhu.

In the Trojan war, Vulcan, at the command of his

mother, opposed himself, with his flames, to the river-

god, Scamander, who, with s\\eUing floods, pursued

Achilles, and a teriil^le fight took place betwixt the two op-

posed elements. Vulcan, after having scorched the shores

of the river, and consumed the slain bodies that were ly-

ing there, turned his high-flaring flames, with their hiss-

ing tongues, against the rising waters themselves, so as

to burn their lotus, together with theii- reeds and rushes,

to make the water boil, and to strike anguish and
terror into the fishes. Then the aflflicted river-god be-

sought Juno to have mercy on him, and she bade Vul-

can cease tormenting the suppliant :
" Have done, it is

not meet that an immortal god should be thus distress-

ed for the sake of mortal men."*
Upon antique gems, Vulcan is commonly represented

as an artist, occupied in his work-shop with forging ar-

rows for Cupid.

VESTA, HESTIA.

As Vulcan signifies the destructive and consuming
fire, which must needs destroy and melt in order to

form again, so Vesta's sublime archetype is the sacred

flame of hfe in nature, which invisible/ pervades all

beings.

* Homer, II. XXI. 379, ss.
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And as an emblem of this animating and life-nourish-

ing fire of nature, as well as of the pure flame that quick-

ens the chaste bosom of the august goddess, a fire bvn-n-

ed upon Vesta's altar, which, if once extinguished, was
not permitted to be rekindled, save by an electric spark,

elicited by friction.

The very ancient worship of Vesta, spreading its in-

fluence likewise over domestic life, contributed to ren-

der it pure and happy. Vesta, with the ancients, was
the genius of their fire-side. Every beneficial influence

of the fire, that tends towards phj^sical preservation or

moral improvement, was her gift. She was the bene-

ficent being that first taught men to assemble around
the sacred hearth, and on it to prepare for themselves
the nourishing food. And as the surrounding All of

nature itself, which she animated with tender glow,

was, as it were, her temple, so Vesta caused man
to surround himself, together with his hearth, by a
covering for shelter, teaching him to build a house,

wherein to secure himself, with his family, against

the severe influence of the elements, and to dwell with
them in familiar union. For this reason, too, the en-

trance and vestibule of every dwelling were sacred to

Vesta.

It v/as a pure, grateful feeling, which led the ancients

to acknowledge every single benefit of nature, by itself,

under some significant emblem ; it was especially a,

beautiful idea to cherish, and again to fostei-, as it were,

that sacred flame which serves man so beneficently,

and to devote to its continual service immaculate vir-

gins, as the most sacred priestesses. Thus a particular

place of refuge was appointed to that element, which is

so useful to man, and so requisite, where it never was
employed for human necessity, but always burnt for

its own sake, attracting the veneration of mortals.

Whenever ancient art ventured to represent Vesta,

the goddess bore a flambeau in her hand ; but a myste-
vious veil is always spread over her chaste form. An
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antique gem, preserved in a German museum, contains

so complicated and mysterious a group, of which Vesta

makes a component part, as to show clearly that the

artist had no other view than to intimate the mystery

with which the goddess is covered. Pluto, or as he is

likewise called, Jupiter Serapis. sitting on a throne, holds

in his left hand a sceptre, and with his right strokes the

triple-headed Cerberus. On his left side, Harpocrates,

the god of silence, is standing, having his finger placed

upon his lips, and at his right the veiled Vesta, with the

torch in her hand. Harpocrates carries a cornucopia.

These are altogether emblems of the innermost, con-

cealed, mysterious part of nature, from vrhicli life and

fulness continually flow.

Vesta, represented vrith the torch, is sometimes

thought to be the ancient Vesta, who probably was one

and the same person with Earth ; but the resembling

ancient and modern deities lose themselves in one ano-

ther in the fictions of the ancients ; and since Eajib,

one of the pristine divine beings, does not make her ap-

pearance any longer among the modern, she seems to

be renewed in Vesta, as Hehos is in Apollo.

Vesta and Mercury are intimate friends : they are

both beneficent teachers and helpers of men, in whose
songs their praises are united. Vesta has her own seat,

and enjoys her old honours alike in the houses and
palaces of mortals and immortals ; to her tlie first liba-

tion of sweet Vv'ine is made at the beginning of every

repast, and, at the close, she receives the last. And the

son of Maia, the bestower of many good gifts, with

Vesta, dv/ells in the houses of men, to whom they both

in friendly concord teach useful arts*

MERCURY, HERMES.

In this fight, airy representation, the imagination of

the ancients enclosed the ideas of quick inventive facul-

=* Hymn to Vesta and Mcrcur}'.
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ty and cunning activity, which displayed itself alike in

deceptive persuasion, and easily accompHshed sportive

theft, at which even the pilfered himself, learning the

adventurous waggishness, was forced to smile.

Jocularity and cumiing, being here clothed with di-

vinity and immortality, present a new figure in the great

picture of a divine assembly, fitter, upon the whole, to

charm our eyes by its variety of composition and splen-

did colours, than to improve our hearts by its moral

exhibitions.

In the human breast, the voice of an invisible super-

natiural power speaks intelligibly, bidding man hft up

his eyes from earth to a higher world. The ancients,

too, heard this voice, but misapprehending it, they form-

ed to themselves a supernatural world, after the pattern

which nature and human life presented to them. There-

fore, nothing appeared to them mean or unholy that

i-ose from the general creating influence of nature, and

contained, although noxious in itself, the germ of beaut}''

or utility.

Fancy assigns to her divine beings no bounds with

regard to their actions ; on the contrary, she gives to the

inward impulse of every one of them the fullest scope,

suffering them to stray even to the extreme limits of

mischief, because in her fictions the great contrasts of

nature, together with the huge masses of light and
shade, which otherwise we perceive merely as scattered

and single, are contracted into a small compass, and be-

cause every one of her beings comprises, as it were, in

its own person, the substance of all things, considered

from some sublime point of view.

In this respect, the fiction of Mercury is one of

the most beautiful and comprehensive. He is the swift

herald of the immortals ; the god of speech ; the

tutelary genius of the roads ; in him the winged word
is renewed when repeated from his lips, in delivering

the commands of the gods ; with his golden wand he
leads the dead to the vrorld of shadows ; but he is like-

9
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wise the author of all piudent and cunning design?,

plots, and artifices, the patron of thieves, and presides

over trade and gain.

His archetype is speech. Speech, the tender breath

of air, must, as it were, steal into the eftective connexion
of things, in order to make up, by thought and pru-

dence, for the deficiency of power and strength. The
word of speech is winged, because it is only to be heard
when accompanied by the swift breath of the lungs^

and is left to fly hke a bird that cannot be recalled.

For this reason, the beautiful expression of the ancients,

whenever the sound did not pass the lips, w^as this :

"The word wants its wings."

The tongues of victims were devoted to Mercury,

and milk and honey offered to the god of sweet per-

suasion. According to a poetical representation, a gol-

den chain hangs down from his mouth, reaching from

Olympus to the listening ears of the dwellers on the

earth, who, in this manner, are persuaded by the irre-

sistible charms of the sweet melody that flows from his

lips.

Irresistible, also, is his art to settle differences, to re-

concile enemies, in short, to dissolve all dissonant objects

in harmonious union. Once, in his boyhood, he

found two serpents in his way, engaged in furious

strife ; he struck between them with his golden wand,

•and, behold ! the reptiles instantly forgot their fury, and

twisted themselves in gentle coils round the wand, at

the top of which their heads met in eternal concord.

There is no emblem to be found more expressive of re-

conciliation and peace, as well as harmonious connexion

of what is opposed and contending, than this wand
surrounded with the coiling serpents, which in the hand

of the divine herald thenceforward constituted a token

of his authonty.

Nothing is more charming and attractive in the fic-

tions of the ancients, than the description of the rapid

development of the divine power in their supernatural
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beings, a power, which, as if having existed long ago.

and being only new-born in a particular form, does

not suffer itself to be restrained for a long time by
swathing clothes and cradle.

While Juno was sleeping, Jupiter went to see Maia.

the graceful daughter of Atlas, in a shady cave, and to

their secret intercourse. Mercury owed his existence.

Being born in the morning, he at noon played on the

lute invented by himself ; and m the evening he stole

Apollo's oxen.

The lute was invented by him in the following man-
ner. Secretly leaving his cradle at noon, on the first,

day of his life, upon his stepping over the threshold, he
met a tortoise, whose shell appeared to him a fit instru-

ment for giving musical tones, when furnished with

strings :
" Now thou art dumb, but after thy death thj'

song will ]3e heard." Thus addressing the animal, he
immediately killed it, and furnished the shell with seven

concordant strings, which he touched with a small stick.

As soon as he had tuned the newly invented instrument

with skilful ear, he could not forbear singing to it, and
he chanted forth at first the praise of every thing that

met his eye, even the tripods and vessels in his mo-
ther's house, till at last his song, passing into a higher

«train, found a worthiei* subject in the love of Jupiter

and Maia, his divine parents.

When evening was coming on, and the sun descend-

ed into the oceoj». Mercury found himself upon the

Pierian mountains,* where the herds of the immortal

gods were feeding. From these he stole fifty oxen be-

longing to Apollo, and devising many a crafty trick to

avoid detection, as he drove them onward over moun-
tains and through valleys, he would have escaped dis-

covery but for an old man, who, digging in the field,

saw^ the boy with the oxen, and aftenvards betrayed

him to Apollo. On the shores of the river Alpheus,

* Pieras, a mountain in Thessaly, sacred to the muses.
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Mercury killed two of the stolen oxen, making a sacii

iice of them to himself Having done this, he carefully

extinguished the fire, hid the ashes in the ground, and
tlirew the remainder of the killed animals into the river,

together with the shoes he had made of twigs and put

on the feet of the oxen, in order to render their tracks

indiscernible. All this he performed by moon-light.

Before the break of day he gently stole back into liis

mother's dwelling, and lay down again in his cradle,

pulling the clothes around him, and holding the lute, his

dearest play-thing, in his hand.

And when Apollo, angry at the theft committed on

his oxen, now appeared to call Mercury to account,

and to regain his property, the little thief feigned a deep

sleep, having the lute lying under his arm. Apollo

threatened to precipitate him into Tartarus, if he would
not immediately point out the place where the oxen
were hidden. Then the cunning boy, twinkhng
his eyes, answered him, " how cruelly, son of Lato-

na, dost thou address a little boy, who was not

born until yesterday, and who cares for very different

things than driving away oxen ; who is longing for

sweet slumber and his mother's breast, and whose feet

are too tender aud feeble to tread long and rough paths.

Nay, I will swear by Jupiter, my father's head, that

neither I myself have stolen the oxen, nor do I know
who committed the deed."

Upon this, it was agreed between them, that they

should both appear before the father of the gods on
Olympus, that he might reconcile their difference. Apollo

stated his complaint, while Mercury stood by in his

swathing-clothes, in order to refute the charge by his

tender age. " Have I then, indeed," said he to Jupiter,

" the appearance of a strong man, able to drive away
oxen ? Certainly, father, thou shalt hear nothing but

truth from me. Whilst the oxen were stolen, I was
lying in sw^eet slumber, and did not pass the threshold
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of my mother's dwelling. Thou thyself knowest well,

too, that I am innocent, yet I am ready to protest my
innocence w^th a solemn oath ;

and I shall one day

reward the cruel word of that false one. But thou,

father, be the protector of the younger." Thus spoke

Mercury, with twinkling eyes, and Jupiter smiled at

the boy, because he was prudent enough to deny so

finely the charge brought against him. But at the

same time, he commanded him to tell where the

öxen were hidden, and w^hen Mercury obeyed the in-

junction, accompanying Apollo to the hiding place, a

reconciliation took place l^etween them, of which the

invented lute was the pledge.

For when the sweet sound of that instiiiment had

touched the ear of the god of harmony, he w^as enrap-

tured, and caressing the inventor, "truly," said hc^

" this invention is worth fifty oxen !" Upon this. Mer-

cury made him a present of the lute, and Apollo be.

came transported with joy, at the thought of possessing

?o inestimable a treasure. In order, however, to secure

it to himself, he requested Mercury to swear by Styx,

never to steal the sweetly sounding lute from its pre»

^ent possessor. Apollo gave him in return tlie golden

wand, which had the power of settling all differen-

ces ; and tliese two, now closely associated, ascended

together, hand in hand, to Olympus. It was art that

had woven the band which united them, and Jupiter re^

joiced in their concord.*

Mercury became afterwards the messenger of the im-

mortals. He is the swdft, the rapidly moving power

among the celestials, who, as if firmly established in

their majesty themselves, send the fleet inventive idea

from heaven to earth, readmitting it into their divine

council as soon as its task is accomphshed.

Mercury is hkewise the teacher of men in the art o^

wre;5tling, of conquering strength by agility.

'* Comp. Hyma to MeJc..

9*
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An ancient gem contains the following- accurate re-

presentation of him. He, as the god of the roads, is

standing before an altar, over which rises an antique

mile-stone, which he touches with his wand. Upon the
altar lies a staff, as an intimation of the travellers' de-

voting their walking staves to Mercury, after having ac-

complished their journey. As a sign of the safety of

the roads, the peaceful olive-branch is twisted around
the mile-stone. The god bears on his head the winged
hat ; the winged sandals are not fastened to his feet,

because he is standing, and not walking through the

air.

CYBELE.

In tliis foreign deity, (for she is of Phrygian origin,)

the fiction of Terra is renewed, who was the mother of

all creatures. The archetype of Cybele was likewise

the great productive powder, that gives rise to all forma-

tions on earth. She was conceived to be the ruler of

the elements, the beginning of all times, the highest

goddess of the heavens, as well as the queen of the

lower world, and even ihe representative of every deity
j

keeping the female character, because of her ever pro-

ducing power.

Although this goddess is represented sitting in a
chariot drawn by lions, and bearing a mural, or tower-

crown on her head, to indicate her all-subduing power,

together with her sovereignty of the earth overspread

with cities
;
yet this representation is but an external

cover for her incomprehensible formless nature, which ap-

peared to the ancients most venerable in this very formless

character. In the temple of the great mother of life, at

Pessinus, in Galatia, it was a small stone, of a blackish

colour, and a rough, pointed outside, with which the

idea of any regular form could be least connected, that

was to represent the alma mater. It was the idea of

this mysterious being, too, which was hidden in tlic
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person of the Egyptian Isis, whose temple bore the in-

scription :
" I am all that is, that was, and that wiD be,

and no mortal has lifted my veil."

In the same degree as Cybele herself was venerated,

her priests were for the most part despised and detested.

Their voluptuousness and bestial sensuality, were noto-

rious through all antiquity, so that their own goddess

was said to have taken a terrible vengeance on them,
for approaching herself too nearly. She drove them
distracted, and in their frenzy they scourged, laceratedj

and maimed themselves. Thus they ran about in v^d
ecstasy, while the goddess looked triumphantly at the

troop of unmanned, despicable wretches in her train.

The frantic fury of her priests was not prejudicial to

her veneration : the idea of her always preserved, not-

withstanding the abuse of authority, its original sub-

iimity, comprehending in it the all-producing, all-fer-

tihzing, aU-animating mother of Nature.

Cybele is generally represented in works of art, either

as sitting in a chariot drawn by Hons, or as riding upon
a lion, and holding a timbrel near her head, as if lis

tening to its noise.

BACCHUS, DI0?JYS0S.

Bacchus and Hercules, although born of mortal mo-
thers, are associated with the assembly of the immortal

gods. Yet Bacchus is by far the higher, the divine

person. In him, from the beginning, the plenitude of

his being is revealed, and he, from his very birth,

takes his seat among the celestials
;
Avhile Hercules,

by bold deeds and invincible valour, must prepare

for himself the path to immortality. For this reason,

too, the latter, during his lifetime, was ranked only

among the godlike heroes, while Bacchus was always
entitled to the society of the gods themselves.

The archetype of Bacchus was the mward, swelling

fulness of nature, of which, from her foaming cup, she
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bestows animating enjopiient among her initiated. The
worship of Bacchus, therefore, was, hke that of Ceres<

mysterious, for both deities are emblems of the whole
of nature, which no mortal eye penetrates.

The fiction of Bacchus' birth contains a deep sense.

The jealous Juno induced the daughter of Cadmus to

harbour the extravagant wish of enjoying the presence

of Jupiter in his divine character. Semele, accordingly,

first desired the Thunderer to swear that he would
comply with the request she was going to make to him^
and when he had sworn she demanded that he would
appear to her in his true, divine person. Jupiter, not

daring to break the terrible oath by St\Tc,was compelled

to approach her with thunder and lightning, and the

wretched Semele, slain by the thunder and consiuned

by the flames, fell a sacrifice to her rash wish. Jupiter

snatched from her his son Bacchus, of whom she was
pregnant, and placed him in his thigh, where he re^

mained until the regular time of his birth was at hand.
Mortality is destroyed, ere immortality rises. Man,
during his hfetime on earth, not being able to bear the

glory of divinity, is annihilated by its terrible majesty.

After Bacchus was born, Mercurj^ carried him to the

nymphs, who were to take charge of his education, and
by whom he was nurtured with the greatest tenderness.

Every island, and every mainland, contends for the pre-

ference of ha\äng fostered in its lap the beneficent god,

who taught mankind the cultivation of the vine.

In his boyhood, Bacchus, as if yet half reeling in sweet

slumber, does not comprehend the whole fiihiess of

his being, and appears apprehensive of injuries inflicted

by men, until at once his formidable power reveals itself

through miraculous events. Lycurgus, king of the

Edones, a people of Thrace, surprised on mount Nysa
the nurses of Bacchus, and wounded several of them
with liis hatchet. The terrified Bacchus threw himseh
into the sea, where Thetis took him up in her arm^
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Lycurgus was punished for his crime with blindness,

and, being odious to the immortals, he did not live long.

At another time, a body of pirates, who took him for

the son of a king, in the hope of getting a great ransom.
C4irried him off, and brought him on board their ship.

No sooner, however, had they left the shore, than the
ties with which the smiling boy was fastened, fell off,

a fragrant stream of wine ran through the ship ; then
suddenly a vine rose up to her top-sail, which expand-
ed its branches, loaded with heavy grapes, all over the

ship ; the mast became entwined with dark ivy, and
all the oars were covered ^^^th garlands of vine leaves.

But on the deck of the vessel a terrible lion made his

appearance, casting around him fierce, threatening

glances ; anguish and unspeakable terror seized the

offenders at the horrible sight. Down from the ship

they leaped into the raging sea, where, suddenly ap-

pearing as swimming dolphins, they bore witness to the

power of the all-conquering deity.

Pentheus, a king of Thebes, and, like Bacchus, a
descendant of Cadmus, who contemptuously opposed the
worship of the new deity, to whom the whole people

consecrated altars, was forced, like the criminals on
board the ship, to feel the terrible power of the god of

wine. Under the form of a youth belonging to the

retinue of Bacchus, the god himself appeared before

the king, warning him by relating the fate that befel

the offenders, who had intended to ravish the planter

of the \dne. Pentheus, upon this, became still more
enraged. He ordered the supposed youth to be thrown
into a dungeon, and the most cruel instruments of tor-

ture to be brought, in order to put him to death. But
when these orders were about to be carried into execution,

the god shook off his fetters, the dungeon tumbled down
in ruins, burying those who were come to put the pri-

soner to death, without hurting himself ; and Penthe»

us, persecuting on mount Cytha;ron, in frantic fury,

the priestesses of Bacchus, was, by his own mother
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and sisters, who, in their wild frenzy, took him for a

Hon, torn to pieces, and his head carried about in triumph.

The expedition of Bacchus to India, is a beautiful

and subhme fiction. With an army of both men and
w^omen, who went on in a joyful tumult, he extended

liis beneficent conquests far as the Ganges, teaching the

conquered nations the cultivation of the ^ine, together

with a higher enjoyment of life, and giving them laws.

In the divine person of Bacchus, men revered the more
cheerful delights of life, as a particular, subhme be-

ing, who, under the form of an eternally flourishing

youth; subdues lions and tigers, that draw his chariot»

and who, in divine ecstasy, accompanied by the sound

of fiiites and timbrels, proceeds in triumph, from east to

w^est, tlu'ough all countries.

This \ictorious expedition, undertaken for the benefit

of the nations on earth, was accompushed by Bacchus in

three years, for which reason the festivals* afterward in-

stituted in remembrance of it, were always celebrated

after an interval of three years. Then the joyful tu-

mult which accompanied the march of the god through
the earth was repeated, and echoed anew from every

hill and every mountain. The priestesses of the god of

wine, roaming with dishevelled hair upon the movuitains,

filled the air with noise, proceeding from the lieating of

timbrels, playing on flutes, and the wild continual crJ^

Evoe Bacchus ! The threatening thyrsust in theii-

hands, from which the coloured ribands waved, while
the pine apple on its top concealed the wounding point,

is an emblem of the expedition to India, on occasion of

which the clamour of war, and din of battle, was hid-

den under song, and playing on flutes.

These inspired priestesses of Bacchus afiforded a sub^

lime subject to ancient poetry. A Bacchante, in her ec-

* They are known under the name of Dionysia, or Bacchanalian Fes-
tivals.

t The thyrsus was a dart, or small spear, entwined with ivy, or the vine
leaves, borne by the devotees of Bacchus.
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siasy, was as if raised above the bounds of humanity.

Inspired by the power of the deity, the boundaries of

human hfe were too narrow for lier. Thus an ancient

poet describes such an inspired personage, as on the top

of a mountain, which she had unconsciously ascended
5

she suddenly awakes from her mental slumber, and be-

holds beneath her the river Hebrus, and all Thrace, co-

vered with snow. " The danger is sweet, thus to follow

the god whose temples are encircled with verdant leaves."

The very straining of all the powers, thus chmbing up a

steep mountain, in wild inspiration, is what renders this

pictiu-e so beautiful.

Even old age is to be seen in Bacchus' retinue, in-

toxicated by the sweet juice of the grape, and stagger-

ing about with uncertain step. The most conspicuous

figure in the train, however, is old Silenus, riding, with

heavy head, on his ass, supported by Satyrs and Fauns,
and making, in this state, the most charming contrast

in the youthful picture. Notwithstanding the ridicule

which, in this manner, is brought upon the person of

Silenus, he is often represented in the fictions of the

ancients as a being of high mental powers. A profound

knowledge of divine tilings is ascribed to him, and his

very drunkenness is emblematically interpreted by the

giddiness into which profound meditation on the most
subHme subjects has thrown him, and not the immode-
rate use of the sweet juice of the grape. He was also

associated ^vith the wise centaur Chiron, as the tutor of

young Bacchus.

Two youthful shepherds, finding Silenus sleeping

through intoxication, bound him, in order that the god,

whom mortals could fetter in his sleep, might ransom him-
self by granting some request, while the nymph ^gle
painted his cheeks with the red juice of berries. When
old Silenus awoke, the swains promised him his liberty,

on condition that he would give them a lay ; he acqui-

esced. Profound wisdom flowed from those lips, v/hich

were commonly wet with the nectar drink that the vine
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yields. He chants forth the origin of things, and their

miraculous change. The swains listen with rapture to

his song, which equals their highest wishes.* This
charming fiction shows, also, how artfully the ancients

knew how to veil the ridiculous itself with dignity, and
always to find out that point, which seems to us to be

lost—the point w here smihng sport and heavenly sub-

limity unite. At Elis, in Greece, Silenus had a temple

of his own, and was worshipped as a higher being.

The wantonly smiling Fauns, and the sarcastic Sa-

tyrs, also belonged to the train of Bacchus, with which, in

general, all those beings were connected, who, endowed
with youthful wantonness and cheerful levity, were, by
a higher nature, elevated above the cares and duties of

mortals, and thus neither forced by human necessities,

nor moral obUgations, to keep within the bounds of

moderation. Bacchus, with his train, was, with the

ancients, the emblem of the most cheerfid enjoyment

;

and as such they must consider it as absolute, and
without restrictions, comprising all that, if found in re-

ality, would destroy mankind.
The same ancient poet, therefore, who, in enthusias-

tic strains, sings the praise of Bacchus, cautions those

who are drinking the cup which the god yields, to re^

frain fi-om bloody quarrels
;
citing as a warning example

the affray betwen the Centaurs and Lapithse, who, heat-

ed with wine, forgot the hospitable repast, and, with
blood-thirsty desire, in furious tumult, assailed one an-

other, till the ground was covered with the bodies of the

slain. Notwithstanding the threatening dangers, arising

from the homage paid to the god of wine, wnth the an-

eients, sensual pleasure, and even wild debauchery,

were numbered in the general computation of things,

and by no means excluded from the feasts of their gods.

With them, life was considered as a tree full of sap,

which, unrestrained, shot out in exuberant twigs and

* Vixg. Ed. VI.
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branches, without being disfigured, as they thought, by

its luxuriant excrescences.

In this hght, too, the festivals of Bacchus must be

viewed. Since it was the intention of the ancients, by

the loud and cheerful train of Bacchus, to represent the

utmost degree of joy and pleasure, a moderate Bac-

chanalian festival would be no Bacchanalian festival

at all, as a placid and affectionate Juno would cease to

be a Juno, and an honest Mercury would no longer be

a Mercury. Indeed, if one should attempt to divest a

Bacchanalian feast of revelry and extravagance, it

would immediately cease, also, to be an object for art

;

for the very wildness, the ro\'ing about with reeling

steps, the flourishing of the thyrsus, and the licentious-

ness of the Bacchantes, are the traits which alone can

render such a pictuie interesting to the artist.

In the divine form of the eternally youthful Bacchus,

similar beings, veiled by gray antiquity in mysterious

fables, are renewed. Upon ancient monuments we yet

not unfrequently meet with an Indian, as well as an
Egyptian Bacchus, both of whom are represented with

beards, and not in youthful forms.

The golden horns upon the head of Bacchus, which,

b}^ the plastic art of the Greeks, were either hidden en-

tirely, or, at least, but little shown, are a token of the

high antiquity of this god, such horns having been con-

nected, in the remotest times, with the ideas of inward
divine power.

Among the animals, the spotted panther is sacred to

Bacchus ; fierceness, nay, even cruelty, is tamed by
him, and cringes at his feet. The ever verdant ivy,

the snake, which, stripping off its skin, renews itself,

are pleasing emblems of never withering youth, in

which the divine form of Bacchus resembles that of

Apollo, only vnih this difference, that the former is com-
monly represented as more tender and feminine.

A beautiful antique gem shows the god of wine sit-

ting on a chariot di'awn by two panthers, on whicJi

10
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two cupids are riding, one of whom is playing- on a
flute.

Another gem contains the representation of Silenus,

holding in his right hand a sickle, and resting with his

left arm on a lyre. It is an emblem of ecstasy, over-

flowing in harmonious lays.

THE SACRED ABODES OP THE GODS AMONG MEN.

The imagination of the ancients made her fictions,

which, for the most part, are hovering as it were over

reality, descend by degrees from the heavens to the

earth. She hallowed the spots where, according to the

traditions of old, a divine being, new-born, first stood

forth in youthful splendour, or where a mainland, or

an isle, was so favoured as to foster a divine child in its

lap. She likewise consecrated those places where a
deity revealed her presence by oracles ; and every such
place, which a divine being had chosen for his favourite

residence, became, in poetical language, a sacred name,
with which the idea of the god or goddess was con-

nected, who, under some peculiar, significant form, was
there Avorshipped. And thus imagination found as

many resting places as there were temples consecrated

by men to beings who, throned above the skies, often

came down to abide wdth them for a time, and, with

tender care, to take part in their concerns.

CRETE.

On this island rested, from some unknown cause, the

bold fiction, according to which Jupiter, the highest of

all immortals, cried on mount Ida with the voice of the

new-born infant, longing for food and attention.

In a grotto called the Dictean, the divine child was
born. Bees, attracted by the noise which the Cory-
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bantes made with their weapons, swarmed around the

cradle of the infant, feeding him \\ith honey, and doves

came from over the sea, to bring him ambrosia in theii*

bills, while the goat Amalthea suckled him with her

milk. And from this mount, where he was fostered when
a child, Jupiter was named the Idean. It is not to be con-

founded with another mount Ida, near Troy, on the high-

est summit of which, called Gargaros, Jupiter sits, looking

over the ground where the Trojans and Greeks fought

their destructive battles
;
and weighing in the formidable

scales to each of both armies, by turns, victory or defeat,

DODONA.

In the forest of Dodona, situated in the country of

Epirus, or, as it was formerly called, Chaonia, where
the most ancient inhabitants of the earth are said to

have hved and fed on acorns, was an oracle of Jupiter,^

which, in point of time, was the first in Greece.

From Thebes, in Egypt, as tradition relates, two
doves, sacred to Jupiter, escaped, and took theu* course,

the one to Lybia, and the other to Greece. The latter

chose the forest of Dodona for her resting-place, where
she revealed the designs of Jupiter to mankind. The
image of the speaking dove represents the presaging

priestess herself, who first came over from Egypt, bid-

ding thoughtless men üsten to the rustling of a sacred

oak which she pointed out, to the various sounds of

which she assigned a secret revelation of times and
events to come.

On the spot where the sacred tree had stood, two co-

lumns were afterwards erected, the one bearing on its top

a basin made of brass, and the other the statue of a boy,

holding in his hand a switch of metal, which the wind
could shake, so as with every shght breeze to touch the

basin, which produced a clear sound, varying according

to the strength or lightness of the touch. As before the

future was revealed by the rustUng in the leaves of the
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äacred tree, so it was now by the sounding of the brazen
vessel. Itwas the changing breeze, swimming in the hght.

air, whose mysterious language mortal man endeavoured
to catch by means of the gently touched metal. It was
the surrounding, speechless nature, with which man,
desirous to learn from her his future fate, attempted to

enter, as it were, into an intimate converse.

The interpretation of an accidental sound, was indeed

the most natural commencement of oracles
; the long-

ing soul of man being always disposed to find a secret

mysterious relation between the sounds produced by the

elements, and the desiies of his heart. Nor is it a mat-

ter of surprise, that the desire, so natural to every human
breast, to know with a degree of certainty the accomplish-

ment of some wish, readily suffered itself to be deceived.

The priests, not satisfied with the communications re-

ceived by the sacred basin, caused the oracles of Jupiter

to proceed from the very cavities of the trees, which
gave rise to the poetical expression, Jupiter's sacred oaks

tliemselves had spoken, revealing future events.

Even restless fancy, endeavours likewise here to

endow the appearances of nature with life. The deity

filled, with her presence, the whole grove sacred to her,

and the rustling of every leaf was significant.

DELOS.

The Earth was bound by an oath, not to afl:brd an
asylum to hapless Latona, and whatever country the

latter fixed upon for the native land of her children, it

trembled ;
none dared to receive them. At last Latona

ascended the barren Delos, which was exempt from the

ban of Juno, promising that if it received the far-shoot-

ing Apollo, a temple should rise on its rocky ground, and
that all nations would vie with each otlier in adorning

it with precious gifts, and presenting it with hecatombs,

Delos was wavering betweenjoy and anxiety. Although

its name would never cease to be gloriously mentioned
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ill all future times, and among all future generations,

if Apollo was born within its boundaries, it appre-

hended that the god himself might despise it, because

of its barren soil, and, in his anger, sink it into the

deep. Latona was obliged to give the anxious isle the

pledge of the inviolable oath, which was sworn by the

gods, that on its ground the first temple of Apollo should

be reared ; upon the altar of which, the sacred fire

should never be extinguished. Upon this, Delos was
overjoyed at the far-shooting god's choosing it for his

cradle
;
and it had reason to rejoice, for riches soon

flowed from every side into the barren island. The vir-

gins of Delos sang hymns, in which all nations sup-

posed that they heard their own words and their own
sounds : harmonious was the strain

*

The happy island added its name to that of Apollo.

From the craggy mount Cynthus, on Delos, whicli the

god with the silver-bow often ascended, he was named
the Cynthian, and from Delos itself the Delian.

DELPHI.

In the remotest times, a cavern was discovered at the

descent of Mount Parnassus, whose benumbing exhala-

tions threw all who approached the opening into a kind
of frenzy, during which, as if in a state of inspiration,

they were accustomed unconsciously to speak of sublime

subjects, to connect remote and seemingly incongruous

ideas, and to utter a kind of mysterious poetic language,

which, like the murmuring of a brook, or the sound of

the Dodonean basin, admitted of a very arbitrary inter-

pretation.

In the most ancient periods, it was Earth herself, who
immediately gave oracles here. In the age of Deuca
lion, it was Themis, the daughter of Heaven and Earth,

who revealed here the dark future, and the decrees of

* Hyrrni to ApoU. 162.

10*
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fate to mortal man. Apollo, at last, after having killed

the dragon Python, that watched this sanctuary, took
possession of the place, where he veiled his divinity in

oracles through the mouth of the inspired Pythia.

While Apollo was occupied with founding on this

spot his lasting abode, he one day descried afar off' in the

sea a merchant ship, from Crete, and immediately
leaping into the water, and assuming the form of an
enormous dolphin, he threw himself into the ship, forced

the men of Crete to pass by the coast of Pylos, where
they were bound, and to enter the harbour of Crissa.

There, on a sudden, he appeared to the strangers in his

majestic youthfid form, and announced to them that

they should never again see their home, but should

serve as priests in his temple. And the men of Crete;

bursting forth in pious hymns, followed the leading god
to his sanctuary, at the descent of mount Parnassus.

But when they beheld the barren country around, they

besought Apollo to guard them against poverty and
want. And the god looked at them, smiled, and said,

" O foolish men, who trouble yourselves with anxious

cares, and think of painful labour, hear a simple w^ord

from me : after a short while every one of you will here

lay hold of the sacrificial knife, and victims shall never be

wanting
; for from all parts and countries of the earth

shall they here be gathered together."*

Near the temple of Apollo, the city of Delphi was af-

terwards built, and the inhabitants grew rich and hap-

py, even as the infaUible god had predicted.

Immediately over the steaming cavern, in the midst

of the temple, stood the golden tripod, on which P^lhia,

after a fast of tbree days, and after having sucked during

that time the juice of bay-leaves, and bathed in the Cas-

talian fountain, sat down as the uistrument of the re-

v«ahng god.

The priests carried her by force into the sanctuar}",

*Hymnto ApoU. 531.
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and as soon as she sat on the tripod, and the rising", in-

spiring- steam began to operate, her haii- bristled, her

look grew wild, her mouth began to foam, and con-

vulsive trembling seized her whole body. While she

strove to free herself by force from the terrible seat, her

yells resounded through the whole temple, until some
single, abrupt, articulate sounds, capable of any inter-

pretation, passed her lips. These were carefully noted

down by the priests, and afterwards formed into an
oracle, by being arranged in a metrical composition of

verses. Meanwhile, the fainting Pythia was brought

back into her cell, where she but slowly recovered from

her exhausted state of body and mind.
It was as if she had been mspired by the presence of

the god, whose yoke she strove to shake off by her

struggles, and whose overwhelming power she endea-

voured to oppose, mitil at last, unable to resist any
longer, she uttered the words inspired by the god,

and sank down fainting. While Pythia was sitting

upon the tripod, she was closely surrounded by the

priests of the temple, while two priestesses were busied

to keep off the profane. The sanctuary itself was en-

tirely covered with bay-branches
;
and in addition to this,

the burning incense overclouded every thing, as if with

mysterious night, which no profane curiosity ventured

to investigate.

We may smile at the deceit practised by priestcraft in

Apollo's temple at Delphi, as well as at that exhibited in

every other place of the same kind ; but those who went
to receive oracles would not have been pleased to aban-

don the illusion, even if the veil of imposture had willing-

ly been drawn aside : the longing of }X)or mortals for a

knowledge of the future, having been at all times too

great to be voluntarily renounced. The subjects, more-

over, on which an oracle was consulted, were generally

ardent wishes^ in relation to the future ; for the ac-

complishment of which the consent and blessing of the

deity were solicited.
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ARGOS.

Argos, in the first place, Juno herself mentions among
her favourite and beloved cities. Urging Jupiter to con-

sent to the destruction of Troy, a city which she hated,

together with Priam's family, because of the decision of

Paris on mount Ida, she endeavoured to carry her point

by a kind of barter. " There are three cities," said

she, " w^hich are dearest of all to me, Argos, Sparta, and
Mycene; nevertheless, I willingly part with them, I

abandon them entirely to thy willy if thou wilt consent

to the downfall of Troy,"*

The reason why the city of Argos stood in such high

favour \\ath Juno, was the extraordinary veneration

which was there paid her. There particular festivals

were celebrated in her honour, which, from her Greek
name, were called Here«, and during the celebration of

which, her priestess, mounted on a splendid chariot, rode

in triumph to the temple of the goddess, to offer there

a hecatomb of white heifers.

Thus the goddess was here particularly venerated in

the person of her high-priestess, a veneration with which
the touching history of Cleobis and Biton is connected.

One day, when the white heifers which were to drarw

their mother, a priestess of Argos, to Juno's temple^,

w^ere not at hand, with fihal piety they yoked themselves

to the chariot, and drew it to the temple, forty-five stadia

from their dwelling, lest theii* mother should be deprived

uf the honour of the day. When they arrived at the

temple, the priestess, moved by the tender love of her

?ons, Ufting up her arms to the great goddess, prayed

ihat she might bestow on her pious children a gift mos]

desirable to mortal men, whereupon Cleobis and Biton.

after a cheerful meal, fell asleep to awake no more^

* Homer, II. IV. 5Ö.
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OLYMPIA.

Here the sublime idea of the Olympian Jupiter was
called from heaven to the earth by the plastic art of

Phidias. Every expression of dignified majesty was
united in this master-piece ; it showed the god as he
clears up the skies with a smile, and as, with the con-

traction of his brows, and the nod of his head, he shakes
Olympus.
The statue was colossean, and made of ivory and

gold. In his right hand the god held the image of vic-

tory, and in his left the artificial sceptre, at the top of

which sat an eagle : upon the golden mantle which
floated from the shoulders of the god, the various kinds

of animals and flowers were represented in shining

splendour. His throne glittered with gold and precious

stones. At Jupiter's head and feet, as well as upon the

walls of the temple, many mythological fictions were re-

presented in reliefs, or pictures. The majesty of the

whole divine world surrounded the throne of the su-

preme god and his statue^ which reached from the floor

of the temple to its vaulted ceiling.

At Olympia, too, every fifth year the Olympic games
were celebrated in honour of Jupiter. The interval fiom
one celebration of these games to another was called

an Olympiad, and throughout all Greece, time was
measured by Olympiads, because the Olympic games,
a;ttracting general attention, and being, at the same
time, the most splendid objects on w^hich imagination

could dwell, were the fittest for aiding memory, and
caUing forth a recollection both of things and persons.

The temple of Jupiter was surrounded by a sacred

grove, in which the statues of the conquerors in the

Olympic games, made by the most eminent masters,

were erected. Thus men united the glory of theii'own

dignity with the veneration of their gods.
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ATHENS.

In this favourite city of the goddess of wisdom and
art, genius rose to the highest elevation of thought,

where human nature, beholding her image reflected in

the works of art and science, first became, as it were,

conscious of herself, while formerly one generation after

another dreamed away the short span of life in a kind

of stupor, leaving behind no traces of its existence.

The Panatheneea, celebrated here in honour of Pallas

Athene, was a noble festival, in which the whole city

devoted itself, as it were, anew to the goddess, by a

praiseworthy emulation in art and science.

The statue of the goddess in her temple at Athens
was, like that of the Olympian Jupiter, made of gold and
ivory, and was like\^äse a work of the divine Phidias,

into which the deity had descended from Olympus to

the earth.

CYPRUS.

Here it was that the waves of the sea gently car-

ried to the shore the goddess of love, when she had
risen from the froth of the waters. On this charming-

island, whole cities, together with groves, temples, and
altars, were consecrated to Venus. Her favourite resi-

dence, hov/ever, was Paphos, where offerings and vows
were presented in her temple from every quarter of the

earth. And from the veneration with which all nations

paid here their homage to the goddess of beauty, she

was called Queen of Paphos. From two other places

on Cyprus, Amathus and Idalium, she received the

poetical appeUations, Idalia and Amathusia, and from

the island itself she had the name of Cypria.
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GNIDUS.

From the remotest countries pilgrims came to Gnidus.
there also to pay homage to the love-inspiring goddess,
whom skilful art had endowed with human form, and
thus rendered visible to the eyes of men. There Venus
stood in an open temple, unveiled to the view of mortals.
It was the Venus of Praxiteles, a worthy object of ad»
nairation to all nations.

CYTHERA.

The most ancient temple of Venus in Greece stood on
this island, and the idea of the goddess herself was so
intimately connected with the place of her residence,
that both names became one, and, in poetical language,
the goddess of love was called Cythereea.

LEMNOS.

In the island of Lemnos, where earthquakes and erup»
tions of volcanoes were frequently experienced, and also
in the smoking ^tna, in Sicily, from whose bowels
the fire which found no vent often produced a subterra-
neous thundermg, imagination has discovered suitable

places to fix the workshop of Vulcan, in which the
mighty hammers of the Cyclops resounded.

This island is said to have received the god.

" His hand was known
In heav'n by many a tow'red structure hwh.
Nor was his name unheard, or unador'd

°

In ancient Greece ; and in Ausonian land
Men call'd him Mulciber ; and how he fell

From heav'n they fabled, thrown by angry Jove
Sheer o'er the crystal battlements. From morn
To noon he fell, from noon to dewy eve,

A summer's day : and with the setting sun,
Dropt from the zenith like a falUng star,

On Lemnos, th' ^Egean isle. Thus they relate.'-
+=

* Paradise Lost, B. I. 732, ss.



120 ÄieRITz' MYTHOLOGY.

LemnoSj therefore, continued to be sacred to Vulcan,

the idea of his deity being, through this spot, principally

connected with his earthly existence.

EPHESUS.

All Asia strove in emulation to adorn Diana's temple

at Ephesus, in which the goddess was represented by a
statue with many breasts, to intimate the all-nourishing

mother, Nature, venerated here under the image of

Diana. Thus one deity, whose name had become pre-

eminent, involved that of all others, and, in this way,

became a kind of Pantheon.

From the remotest countries pilgrimages were under-

taken to Diana's temple at Ephesus, which, being one

of the most eminent among the divine seats, invited, at

the same time, by its external magnificence, which was
the work of many kings, to the veneration of the god-

dess who had made it her habitation.

THRACE.

Here it was that the fierce god of war was chiefly

worshipped, and where he found a proper home, Thrace
being always represented by poetry as the seat of what-
ever is impetuous, wild, and cruel. Thus Diomedes, a

Thracian, and a son of Mars, is said to have had every

stranger, who was so unfortunate as to fall into his

hands, thrown to his horses, Avho fed upon flesh, to

be devoured by them. Another Thracian, also a son

of Mars, was that Tereus who cut out the tongue of

the unfortunate Philomela, lest she should betray the

crime that he had committed against her. Thrace, ac-

cording to ancient fiction, was likewise that country

where the rough, stormy Boreas had his dwelhng, for

which reason those unknown nations, that lived beyond
Thrace, were called Hyperboreans. The devotees of

Bacchus, who went under the name ef Bistonides^ roved
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about on the mountains of Thrace, having snakes

twisted in theii* hair.

Nevertheless, Thrace was also the native land of Or-

pheus, that divine bard, who, by his song and the tones

of his lyre, tamed the fierceness of forest beasts, and
moved trees and rocks. Nay, even Orcus was induced

by the mighty strains of his instrument to restore to him
his beloved wife Eurydice, who had died an early death,

on the condition that he should not look back at her

until she had reached the higher world, and beheld

again the hght of day. But w4ien the aifectionate

couple had almost attained the opening which led to the

world above, and were about to leave the gloomy abode

of the shades, tender anxiety and doubt, whether his

dear companion was really following him, induced the

affectionate husband, in spite of himself, to look back

:

he beheld his wife close behind him, but for the last

time. Falling back, she vanished again in the night

and darkness of Orcus, and all the sweet hope of Or-

pheus is nothing but a dream. The joy of his life was
now lost for ever, and his lyre v/as silent. But from
the Thracian mountains resounded the furious clamour
of the Maenades, Vv^io, angry at the bard, because after

the loss of his Eurydice the whole female sex was odious

to him, tore him to pieces. Thus Orpheus, the son of

Apollo, the divane poet, musician, and philosopher, fell

a victim to the frantic fury of the devotees of Bacchus.

ARCADIA.

In the ancient m3^thological fictions, Arcadia does not

appear in that charming sun-shine of sweet pastoral life,

the theatre of which is generally placed here by modern
poetry, in which, with the very name of this country

something tender and alluring is associated. With the

ancients, on the contrary, the idea of simphcity of man-
ners, commonly ascribed to the Arcadians, involves, at

the same time, that of a certain rudeness and idleness

11
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of character, which scarcely permit us to regard that sim-

plicity as a virtue. Neither was the climate of Arcadia

the most agreeable
;

it was rougher than that of the ad-

jacent territories, on account of the mountainous situa-

tion of the country.

The circumstance, however, that according to the

tradition of old, the pastoral deities had here originated,

and revealed here principally their presence ; and that

according to ancient fictions the new-born deity of Mer-
cury first descended from Mount Cyllene, in Arcadia,

attached to that mountainous country a peculiar sa-

credness.

PHRYGIA.

In Phrygia, as a beautiful ancient tale relates, Jupiter

and Mercury wandered in disguise among men, to try

their character and actions. One evening, wiien, hke
tired travellers, they w^ere looking for a hospitable roof,

the doors of the rich and happy remained shut to them.

Philemon and Baucis^ a pious couple, but poor and
already advanced in years, hospitably received the stran-

gers in their humble cottage. Old Baucis immediately

went to catch a goose, the only one she possessed, in

order to treat the welcome guests in the best manner
her circumstances permitted. The goose escaped from
her hands, and sought refuge under Jupiter's feet, and
the god saved its life. Then the celestials, after having
made themselves known to the pious couple, led them
to a neighbouring hill, from which they could behold

the waste and destruction, wherewith the gods had pun-

ished the hard-heartedness ofthe inhabitants of the coun-

try. The houses and palaces of the rich had become
ruined by a deluge, while the poor, hospitable cottage

still raised its roof out of the floods, and before the as-

tonished eyes of its late inhabitants was transformed into

a magnificent temple. And when Jupiter bade the hos-

pitable old couple ask a gift of him. the highest wish of
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Philemon and Baucis was, to bring offerings to Jove,

the patron and rewarder of hospitality, in the newly
risen temple, and there to minister as priests until their

death. This request was accordingly granted, and a

new one permitted; but nothing remained to be asked

by the fortunate couple, except tliat they might never

be separated, that they might die together in the same
moment. Their wish was attained.

Two trees, an oak and a lime, Avhich overshadowed

the temple, were long afterv/ards called Philemon and
Baucis, in memory of the pious couple, who, in the same
instant, had been transformed into them.

In this and similar traditions of old, the dreadful, as

well as the beneficent power of the divinity, was recog-

nised and revered. Every where altars were erected to

hospitable Jupiter, (Jupiter hospitalis.) The strangers

that arrived at any place, and were destitute of friends

and protectors, stood under his immediate protection
;

guests were considered as sacred and inviolable persons;

for in strangers and guests the celestials themselves

were revered, who often came down from Olympus in

human shape, to walk among men.

THE GODLIKE RACE OP MEN.

When Nestor, who had lived through two ages, and
who was reigning over Pylos in the third, endeavoured,

during the siege of Troy, to allay the contention and
animosity which subsisted between Achilles and Aga-
memnon, he reminded them, in the beginning of his

speech, that he had been living and communing with
stronger men than the present age produced ; with

Ceneus, Dryas, Pirithous, and Theseus, with whom no
man of the present generation would dare enter into

combat ; and that they all, nevertheless, had listened to
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and followed his advice. Achilles, therefore, and Aga-
memnon, he added, might do the same.

Thus Nestor describes the heroes before the time of

the Trojan war, and the bard of the IHad, in his turn,

represents the heroes of the Trojan w^ar as having far

surpassed in strength the men of his age. Hector, (says

he,) took up a stone, which tw^o of the strongest men
living in our times could scarcely lift from the ground
into a wagon, and flung it with ease against the door

of the Greek wall, with such force that the leaves sprung

at once from their hinges.

Men, whom Prometheus had first formed of clay,

though odious to the reigning gods, deprived by them
of file, destroyed, except a few, by several deluges,

whose descendants lived through centuries in stupid

dulness, hke the animals of the field ; men, rising by
degrees from theii' inanimate and brutish state, through

thek own efforts, by a noble self-esteem, and the appli-

cation of their inward powers, became assimilated to the

immortal gods. Humanity grew" sensible of her w^orth

and her higher destination, by beholding the godlike

heroes who rose from the midst of her ; and the gods

now becoming, as it were, reconciled to mankind, took

more and more interest in their transactions and their

fates. Thus divinity and humanity approached nearer

and nearer, until at last, in the war with Troy, the gods

themselves took part in the fights of men, and were
w^ounded by mortal hands.

It is for this reason, that, in the poetic language of

the ancients, no expression is oftener used, than that of

the god-rese7iiblitig, or godlike, whereby the heroes

of yore are exalted, and human strength and virtue ex-

tolled. And, indeed, who can read or hear, even in our

times, the heroic names of Perseus, Cadmus, Hercules^

Theseus, Jason, without raising them in his imagina-

tion, in spite of himself, to beings of a higher order, who,

although born on this earth, by their deeds and by their

fame have risen to the skies.
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The history of Perseus belongs to the earliest period

of the heroic age, and is therefore most involved in the

clouds of fable. To trace the earthly descent of tliis

hero, it becomes necessary to rise again to old Inachus,

whose daughter lo gave Jupiter a son in Egypt, named
Epaphus. Libya, the royal daughter of the latter, be-

came the mother of Belus and Agenor, the sons of Nep-
tune. Belus was the fatlier of Danaus and Egyptus.

Danaus came from Egypt over to Greece, to assert

and maintain his claims to the kingdom of Argos against

Gelanor, who at that time actually reigned over the

country. The claims of the former rested on his de

scent from Inachus
;
those of the latter on the right of

possession. The people themselves were called upon to

decide to whom the royal crown should belong, and
while they were yet wavering and doubtful, a wolf,

rushing into a herd of cows, conquered the bull that de-

fended them. This unexpected accident was consider-

ed by the people as a sign given by the gods, that the

stranger, and not the native, was destined to reign.

Danaus accordingly ascended the throne, and the Ar-

gives are indebted to him for the knowledge of the dig-

ging of wells, and the building of ships.

Danaus, if the old legend relate truth, had fifty-

daughters, and his brother, Egyptus, the same number
of sons. The latter came over to Greece, each of them
intending to marry a daughter of Danaus

; ])ut Danaus,
who, by an oracle, had received warning that one of his

sons-in-law would deprive him of his royal authority,

anxious to keep his tin-one, commanded each of his

daughters to kill her husband in the first night. This
cruel order was accordingly obeyed by all of them ex-

cept Hypermnestra, who, notwithstanding the danger
which threatened her own life, suflfered Lynceus, her

beloved husband, to fly.

One, exclaimed an ancient poet, one out of many,
worthy of the youth she loved, deceived with glorious

craft her father's cruelty, and eternally shines her re-

ir
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nown !* Up, whispered she to her slumbering hus-

band, rise, lest everlasting sleep press upon thee, ere

thou art aware of it ! Up, and flee my father and my
blood-tliiisty sisters, who are tearing their husbands
like lionesses ! My heart is of a more tender mould !

I kill thee ? No, I cannot. Or keep thee a prisoner

within these w^alls? I will not ! Let my father burden
me with heavy chains, or cast me out in the most desert

wilderness ! Go w^hither thy feet and the Avinds carry

thee, while yet night and Venus are thy protectors
;
go,

and may happy stars shine on thee ! In memory of

me, engrave, in some future day, on my tombstone, thy

complaint for me

!

Lynceus fled, but to return again, for Danaus be-

came reconciled to his daughter, and Perseus and Her-

cules, the godlike heroes, are descendants of the faithful

couple, Lynceus and Hypermnestra. The cruel deed

committed by the rest of Danaus' daughters did not re-

main unavenged ; they suffered for their crime in the

lower world.

Abas, a son of I^ynceus, reigned after his father's

death over Argos, and left two sons, Proetus and Acri-

sius, who, at different times, contested with one another

the royal authority. A grandson of Acrisius was

PERSEUS.

Acrisius also, in his turn, feared destruction from hi^^

descendants. As it had been predicted to him that he
should be killed by one of his grandsons, he shut up his

only daughter, Danäe, in a brazen tower, in order to

render the prediction ineffectual. But his precaution

was disappointed by Jupiter, who, descending in a gold-

en shower through an opening in the roof of the build-

ing, into Danae's chamber, made her the mother of

Perseus.

As soon as Perseus was born, his grandfather com-
* Cf. StatiiR Theb. IV. 133. Apollod. II. 1. i.
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jYiitted both mother and child, in a crazy bark, to the

waves of the sea. The benevolent goddesses of the deep,

tenderly taking up the divine boy, together with his

mother, in the lap of the waters, brought the bark to a
haven, on the shores of the small island Seriphus, in the

^gean sea, where Polydectes, king of the island, kind-

ly received both mother and child, and superintended

the education of young Perseus.

No sooner did Perseus become sensible of the divine

power that dwelt in him, than his thoughts were tmiied

towards conquering and destroying the monsters that

plagued and desolated the earth. The first and boldest

undertaking in which the young, aspiring hero, em
barked, was to separate the pernicious, petrifying head
of Medusa from her body. Accoutred by the gods
themselves with the helmet of Orcus, the wings of Mer-
cury, and the shield of Minerva, he entered on the

daring undertaking, with averted look, beholding the

image of Medusa wliile asleep, in the shining metal of

his shield, and Minerva invisibly directing his arm, lest he
should miss his aim. When Perseus had fortunately

brought down the deadly stroke, Stheno and Euryale,

the two sisters of Medusa, sighed and groaned so loud

at the view of their slain sister, and the hissing of the

snakes upon their heads echoed so mournfully to their

groaning, as to induce Minerva, moved at the terrible

concert, to invent a flute, with which she endeavoured

to revive these mournful sounds, by imitating their dif-

ferent strains. Thus, even in the midst of sanguinary

and terrible destruction, the goddess of Art shines forth.

Minerva was the chief instigator to this bloody deed,

having resolved on the destruction of Medusa, because,

in company with Neptune, the monster had profaned

her sanctuary. Nevertheless, the winged Pegasus,

Neptune's son, sprang from the blood of his killed mo-
ther, and was destined by the will of the gods to carry

on his back the conquerors of the monsters, first Perseus

and after him Bellerophon.
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Taking' the petrifying head of Medusa in his hand,

and bestriding the winged horse Pegasus, Perseus then

passed m rapid flight over sea and lands. Atlas, who
denied him access to the gardens of the Hesperides, was
transformed by the sight of Medusa's head into that

mountain, which ever after bore the name of Japet's

great son, on whose shoulders rested the sky.

After this first exploit, which procured for him the

possession of Medusa's head, as well as the winged horse

Pegasus, Perseus, throwing from on high his piercing

glance over the earth, fixed his eyes upon the Phoeni-

cian coast, where he beheld a maiden fastened w^th

chains to a rock, and a monster rising out of the sea

and going to devour her, while her parents stood on the

shore, wringing their hands in despair. Perseus rushed

down upon the monster at the very moment it was
seizing its prey, struck the deadly blow, and delivered

the fair maiden. It was Andromeda, who, in order to

atone for a crime w^hich she had not committed, for the

insolent vanity of her mother, was to have become the

victim of divine anger.

Cassiopeia, mother of Andromeda, and wife of Cephe-
us, had dared to compare her beauty with that of the

powerful daughters of Nereus. The whole country

was laid waste by plagues, which, according to the ora-

cle of Jupiter Amnion, were not to cease, unless Andro-
meda, swallowed up by a sea-monster, should expiate by
her death the crime of her mother.

The parents of Andromeda, having been themselves
witnesses of their daughter's rescue, readily complied

with the wish of her valorous dehverer, and gave her to

Perseus in marriage. Phineus, however, brother of Ce-
pheus, to whom Andromeda formerly had been betroth-

ed, accompanied by an armed body, entered the hall,

when the vvedthng-feast was celebrating, and furi-

ously assailed the bridegroom, who would have been
lost but for the head of Medusa. Calling to his friends

to turn away their eyes, he stretched it forth against
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Phineus and his companions, and in a moment they be-

came petrified statues.

Perseus, after having accomplished these exploits,

conducted his spouse to Seriphus, where he saw again
his mother and Polydectes. But alas ! he was here

compelled to turn the petrifying head against his foster

father and benefactor. Polydectes, afraid of him and
his mighty arm, made an attempt upon his hfe, but was
punished for his cowardly suspicion by being transform-

ed into a rock.

"When Perseus heard that his grandfather Acrisius

had been deprived of his throne by his brother Proe-

tus, far from seeking revenge for the cruelty with which
he and his mother had formerly been treated by Acri-

sius, he magnanimously hastened to Argolis, wdth the

design of replacing his grandfather in possession of his

kingdom. He vanquished and killed Proetus, and after

having restored to Acrisius the royal crown, he was re-

cognised by him with joy and gratitude as his beloved

grandson, his friend and benefactor. But fate, which
trifles with the hopes of mortals, had not recalled its

former threat, and a tragic erid was lurking beneath

the seducing appearance. Perseus, knowing how much
Acrisius was delighted with his skill in every bodily ex-

ercise, was resoh ed one day to give him a splendid proof

of his dexterity ; but alas ! the fatal quoit, as if directed

by an evil demon, missing its aim, struck the head of

Acrisius, and he fell Ufeless to the ground.

In consequence of this unfortunate accident, Perseus

passed his future days in melancholy sadness, calling

himself, notwithstanding his innocence of the fatal

event, a parricide. His residence at Argos became in-

supportable, and therefore he induced the son of Proe-

tus to exchange territories. But not finding either at

Tiryns, the capital of his new dominion, any rest to

obliterate as far as possible from his memory the event

which distracted him, he built the new city of Mycene.

The head of Medusa was devoted by Perseus to Mi-
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nerva, who placed it in the centre of her ghttering shield,

the mighty Mgk, where it became a significant symbol
of her power, and the appalling coldness which forms the

principal feature of her character.

Perseus himself, and the chief persons connected with

his history, Andromeda. Cassiopeia, and others, were, ac-

cording to fiction, transposed among the constellations

of the sky, where their names are immortalized. In

this sense the heroes of old were really raised to heaven,

and a monument, most durable and shining, was erect-

ed to their names.
One of the children of Perseus and Andromeda was

Alcseus, the father of Amphitryon, who was married to

Alcmene, Electryon's daughter, and the mother of Her-

cules. Another son of Perseus, whose name was Sthe-

nelus, was the father of Eurystheus, who ruled over

Mycene, and whom Hercules was afterwards compelled

to serve.

Although Perseus is, in time, the first among the an-

cient heroes, and although in some places temples and
altars were built to his honour, yet the most illustrious

glory was resei ved for Hercules, who, bearing the great-

est pains and perils of life, and persecuted from his very

birth by the cruel hatred of Juno, with persevering pa-

tience made a way for hiniself to immortality. The re-

nown of Perseus was thrown into shade by Alcmene's
son, to whom every wh.ere temples were built, and altars

devoted, and who, after having terminated his honoura-

ble course on earth, was crowned with glory, and took

his seat among the celestials. Nevertheless, the heroic

part assigned to Perseus in the theatre of antiquity, is

beautiful and charming, and bears much resemblance

to the chivahy of the n)iddle ages.

An elegant and significant representation of Perseus

is found upon an antique gem. The hero stands up-

right, in a majestic posture, having his naked sword in

his right hand, and holding with his left the severed

bead of Medusa behind his back, as if apprehensive
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that what was tx) become the terror of his adversaries,

might be destructive to himself.

BELLEROPHON.

The same Proetus by whom Acrisias was deprived

of liis kingdom, and who was at last vanquished and
slain by Perseus, urged on by a false suspicion, gave to

Bellerophon the first occasion for his heroic feats. Bel-

lerophon was a grandson of Sisyphus, the founder of

Corinth, who was a descendant of Deucalion, and the

son of ^olus, horn whom the jEolic race of heroes

spread through many royal families of Greece. Having
committed a murder, Bellerophon was forced to flee from
Corinth, and he came to Prostus, who at that time w^as

reigning in Argos, to find an asylum with him. An-
teea, the wife of Proetus, a daughter of King lobates, in

Lycia, conceived a tender affection for the handsome
youth, which, however, was soon changed into hatred,

because it found no return on the part of Bellerophon.

She basely accused him of an attempt to seduce her, and
enjoined her husband to avenge both her and himself.

Proetus, to whom the rights of hospitality were too sa-

cred to allow him to kill Bellerophon himself, sent him
to his father-in-law, lobates, in Lycia, with a letter, in

which lobates was desired to avenge the crime of which
the deliverer was accused, by putting him to death,

lobates, however, did not read tlie letter until he had
hospitably received Bellerophon, after which he also ab-

horred the thought of violating the sacred rights of hos-

pitality. He therefore trusted to accident to effect his

ruin, bidding him embark in the most dangerous enter-

prises, in which his destruction seemed inevitable.

Of the monsters which descended from Phorcys and
fair Ceto, one, the terrible Gorgo, was vanquished by
Perseus, but another, not less formidable, was assigned

to Bellerophon, as a trial of his valour. It was the fire-

vomiting Chimera, with the head of a lion, the body of a



132

goat, and the tail of a dragon. To this bold adventure

the gods lent their assistance, granting Bellerophon the

winged horse Pegasus. The hero bestrode him, and
then in the air began the fight. The monster de-

fended herself to the utmost, sending from her mouth
whole masses of fire, and coiling her dragon-tail in for-

midable windings. But all this did not avail her. Af-

ter a persevering and obstinate struggle, the monster lay

stretched on the ground, weltering in her blood.

Thus the most difficult task which is assigned to the

heroes of antiquity, is always the killing of monsters, of

imnatural beings, who by degiees must vanish from the

chain of things. It seems almost as if these fictions

implied the allusion, that truth and dream, reality and
fable, had long to struggle with one another, until things

could get a fixed and lasting order in the human mmd.
And it was a worthy task of the heroes of humanity, to

banish the unnatural appearances and illusory exhibi-

tions, in order to create around her regularity, light, and
truth. The Sphinx hurled from the height of the rock

which she occupied, every one who could not solve her

enigma ; but (Edipus had no sooner unriddled it than

she flung herself down into the abyss.

Not enough that Bellerophon had vanquished Chime-
ra, the pest of the land ; he must now conquer the hu-

man enemies of lobates, the courageous Solymans and
Amazons : and when he returned victorious from this

expedition, a troop of Lycians lay in ambuscade, waiting

for him, to take his life
;
but the hero escaped this dan-

ger, too, by slaying his enemies. Then at last lobates

knew that Bellerophon was of divine origin, gave him
his daughter in marriage, and shared his kingdom with

him.

But the happiness of this hero also w^as but of short

continuance. When Bellerophon, elated by his vic-

tories, mounted upon Pegasus, and vaulted high in

the air towards the skies, with the intention of ap-

proaching the seat of the immortals, they hurled him
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dov;ii as far beneath as he had risen above, by sending

a horse-fly, the sting of which made Pegasus bound in

the ail* so furiously as to throw his rider.

He who formerly was the favourite of the gods, seem-

ed now to have become odious to them. Domestic mis-

fortune, cares, and sorrows, shortened his days. Retiring

from the society of men, and abandoning himself entire-

ly to gloom and melancholy, he lived a solitary and un-

liappy life until death relieved him from his grief

Bellerophon is commonly represented in the act of

kilhng Chimera. Riding on Pegasus in the air, he is

armed with hehiiet and spear, with which he is going

fo attack the monster.

HERCULES. HERACLES.

The fu'st Greek tragedian introduces Prometheus,

when, chained to the rock, he is complaining of his suf-

ferings to the equally unfortunate To, predicting the bii'tb

of his deliverer, Hercules.

lo, transformed into a cow, was driven in frantic fury

over the w^hole earth by Juno's jealousy. She came
to the solitary corner where Prometheus was suffering,

who revealed her future fate, as well as his own, telling

her that the thirteenth of her descendants would be his

dehverer. The thiiteen members of the family, in unin-

terrupted line of descent, are : lo, Epaphus, Libya, Be-

lus, Danaus, Lynceus, Atlas, Acrisius, Danäe, Perseus.

Alcseus, Alcmene, Hercules.

Two of the most terrible children of Phorcys and Ceto

are vanquished by Perseus and Bellerophon ; but the

greatest feats of valour, as wtII as merit, are reserved

for Hercules, who is to conquer monsters, to subdue ty-

rants, and to set bounds to the injustice of the Thunder-
er himself, at last delivering from his torments Prome-
theus, w^ho was still suffering for the benefits which he

liad conferred on mankind.
^Hercules' future fate w^as already ^voven in the com-

12
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mencement of his life's thread by the inexorable Parcae.

Born to be a ruler, he was forced by the power of fate

to obey, and to achieve his most glorious actions at the

command of one, who, in every respect, was inferior to

him, and who dreaded his strength.

Electryon, Sthenelus, Alcseus, and Mestor, were the

sons of Perseus, of whom Electryon succeeded his father

in the government of Mycene. The children of Alcaeus

were Anaxo and Amphitryon. Electryon married

Anaxo, and of this marriage sprang Alcmene,the mother
of Hercules. Amphitrj^on lived at Electryon's court,

and had the surest hope of becoming his uncle's succes-

sor in the government, Electryon having firmly resolved

on marrying his daughter Alcmene to him. This hope^

however, proved vain.

Taphius, a grandson of Mestor, had founded a colony

on the island of Taphos, whose inhabitants called them-
selves Taphians, or, because of their living at a great

distance from their native country, Teleboans. After

the death of Taphius, Pterelaus, his son and successor,

claimed a part of the inheritance of Mycene, on account

of his descent from Mestor, a son of Perseus, and sent his

children thither to enforce his claims. Upon Electryon's

denying the justice of them, and refusing to restore any
thing of Perseus' inheritance, the sons of Pterelaus, with

their people, laid waste the country, and drove aAvay the

royal herds. The sons of Electryon, immediately col-

lecting a body of men, fought a battle with the inva-

ders, in which the leaders on both sides were killed,

with the exception of one son of Electryon, Licymnius,

and one of Pterelaus, Eueres.

Upon this Electryon resolved on going in person, to

avenge the death of his children, against the Telebo-

ans, and transferred the government of Mycene to his

daughter, Alcmene, and his' nephew, xlmphitryon, with

the promise that they should marry one another as soon

as he should have returned victorious. He returned

conqueror, bringing back the herds of which he had
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b^een deprived by liis enemies. Amphitryon, quite se-

cure now of his happiness, joyfully went to meet him
;

but when one of the recovered cows strayed from the

herd, Amphitryon, with the intention of turning- her

back, threw a club at her, and instead of iiitting the cow
struck Electryon, who fell lifeless to the ground.

The consequence of this fatal occurrence was, that

Amphitryon's hopes of one day becoming king of

Mycene, were blighted, and the future fate of Hercules

was thoroughly settled. For altiiough the act of Am-
phitryon was unintentional, yet it loaded him with the

hatred of the people. Sthenelus, the brother of the slain

Electryon, seized upon the royal crown of Mycene with-

out resistance, and Amphitryon was compelled to flee to

Thebes, whither Alcmene followed liim. Creon, who
at that time was king of Thebes, took them both under

his protection. Alcmene, however, refused to become
Amphitryon's wife, until he should have avenged the

death of her brothers, by entering on a new war against

the Teleboans, and by vanquishing Pterelaus. Am-
phitryon accordingly entered into an alliance with Ce-
phalus, Eleus, and several other neighbouring princes,

for the purpose of waging a new war against the in-

habitants of the Taphian islands. Pterelaus was van-
quished, and Amphitryon divided the conquered islands

among his allies ; the one of which, called in ancient

times Cephalene, and in ours Cephalonia, received its

name from the above mentioned Cephalus.

Meanwhile, however, Alcmene's charms having at-

tracted the Thunderer, he came down from his Olym-
pian seat to see her, assummg the form of Amphitryon,
who was returning as victor from his expedition. Her-
cules was the fruit of their intercourse. Jupiter appeas-

ed Amphitryon's anger at Alcmene, by revealing to liim

his divinity; and while Alcmene was pregnant with

Hercules, and, at the same time, with a son of Amphi-
tryon, and to Sthenelus also, king of Mycene, a son was
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about to be born, the following transactions happened in

the council of the gods.

On the day in which Hercules was to be born, Jupiter

boastingly spoke in the assembly of the celestials :
'• I

give you to understand, all ye gods and goddesses, that

to-day a hero will be born, of a race of men w ho derive

their origin from me, who is destined to reign over all

his neighbours !"* Brooding artifices, the cunning Juno
replied :

" I shall nevertheless doubt very much the ac-

complishment of thy words, unless thou swear with the

inviolable oath of the gods, that he who to-day shall be
born of the race of men that derive their origin from
thee, will indeed reign over all his neighbours.'' Scarce-

ly had Jupiter uttered the fatal oath, ere Juno left Olym-
pus, hastening to Argos, where she forwarded the de-

liverance of the wife of Sthenelus, although the time
was premature, and retarded that of Alcmene. Then
returning to Olympus, she thus triumphantly accosted

Jupiter :
" The hero who will rule over the Argives is al-

ready born. He is descended from the race of men that

sprang forth from thee, for he is Eurystheus, a son of

Sthenelus, whose father, Perseus, \\as thine offsprmg.

The promised kingdom, therefore, is fallen to the part

of no unworthy one."

The luckless father of the gods, not able to recall his

oath, nor to avenge himself against the wily Juno, burst

out in unspeakable wrath, and seizing the bright hand
of Ate, the e\il-breeding power, who was his own
daughter, and until noAv a member of the divine assem-
bly, he hurled her from heaven to earth, swearing with
a great oath, that she should never return to Olympus.
Since that time Ate hovers over the heads of men, sow-
ing every where dissension, broils, and ruin. Whenever,
therefore, in ancient times, enemies laid aside theii* con-

tests, and became reconciled, they always ascribed the

* Horn. IL XIX. 101, SS.
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active cause and commencement of their dissension to

Ate.

Fate itself had destined Hercules to the severest trials,

which neither gods nor men could avert. Eurystheus

was now born a ruler by the oath of Jupiter, and Jupiter,

bound by this oath, was not able to free his beloved son

from hard bondage.

Alcmene became the mother of two sons, Hercules,

whose father was Jupiter, and Iphicles, the son of her

husband, Amphitryon. Which of these was son of

the Thunderer, soon became evident. While the two
children were cradled in a hollow buckler, part of the

booty which Amphitryon had made in the war against

Pterelaus, Juno sent two snakes to destroy Hercules, but

the divine babe stilled the reptiles with his infant hands.

By this proofJupiter recognised his son, and finding Juno
sleeping, he laid Hercules to her breast, who by this

means sucked the divine milk without her knowing it.

When Juno awoke, she flung far away from her the bold

suckhng, sprinlding upon the vault of the sky the drops

of milk which fell from her breast, the marks of wliich

formed the galaxy, or milky way, on which the gods
walk.

Fiction becomes here colossean ; the atmosphere,

through which the stars shine, appears therein as Juno's

chief archetype.

At Jupiter's command, Mercury committed Hercules

to his tutors, who were to instruct him in warhke occu-

pations, as well as in peaceful arts. Several of them
were themselves sons of deities : Linus, the son of Apol-

lo, taught him music, and Chiron, the wise Centam-, the

knowledge of salutary herbs and drugs. In the warhke
arts, the most renownied heroes who hved at that time

were his masters.

When in the pursuit of these occupations, Hercules
had reached the years of puberty, he one day betook
himself to a lonely spot, to muse, undisturbed, on his

future life and fate, and sitting down in a crossway, he
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sunk in deep reflection. On this occasion two female-^

appeared before him, of whom the one was Luxury, and
the other Virtue. Each endeavoured to win the youth
to her interest : Luxury, by promising him every enjoy-

ment of a cheerful, careless life, if he would follow her

;

Virtue, by announcing to him laborious and trouble-

some days, but afterwards glory and immortality, if he
would choose her for his guide in the path of life. Af-

ter a short time of thoughtful silence on the part of Her-
cules, Virtue had the victory. '•' Thee will I follow, to

thee devote my life," exclaimed the youth, with glowing-

heart, grasping, at the same time, the hand of Virtue
;

and he followed her with firm step, resolved to endure
patiently every trial that awaited him, to bear every bur-

den which should fall to his lot, and to shun no labour

that should be appointed him, however difficult i(

might be.

Hercules was not permitted to live long in quiet at the

house of his foster-father, Amphitryon. Jealous Juno
had infused into the heart of the latter dread and supi-

cion against the young hero, and Hercules, therefore,

was sent by him to the court of Eurystheus, at Mycene.
where, from time to time, he was charged with the

most dangerous undertakings, and the most difficult la-

bours, which put his courage and firmness to the se-

verest proof On his journey to Mycene, Hercules in-

quired of the oracle at Delphi about his future fate, and
received for answer, that twelve labours awaited him at

the court of Eurystheus, after the performance of which
immortality should be his reward.

THE TWELVE LABOURS OF HERCULES.

1st. The NerncBan lion.—When Hercules, while a

youth, was guarding Eurystheus' herds, near the forest

of Nemaea, a monstrous lion, whose hide no arrow was
able to pierce, wasted the surrounding country, and
threatened ruin to the herds.
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The first of the twelve labours which Eurystheus
commaiKied Hercules to perform, was the subduing of

this beast of prey. The young hero did not fail to pur-

sue the tracks of the lion, and to commence the fight as

soon as he had found him. Iron was too weak to

wound the monster, and Hercules flung his sinewy arms
round his neck, and strangled him.

In memory of this first exploit, which was a pledge

of the performance of all the others, Hercules ever af-

terwards wore the hide of the lion round his shoulders,

and it became, together with the club which he had cut

from the knotty branch of a wild ohve tree, the exter-

nal mark of his extraordinary strength, as well as of his

invincible valour.

Hercules carried the lion to Mycene ; but Eurysthe-

us, alarmed by his heroic feat, forbade him to come
henceforth within the walls of the city, ordering him to

give an account of his future deeds before the gates.

2d. The LerncBan hydra.—In the morasses of Ler-

na, near Argos, was the abode of that hydra, with

many heads, which has been already mentioned in the

pedigree of the monsters, descended from Phorcys and
fair Ceto.

The time of the heroes was death to the monsterg,

who are extirpated from the earth one after the other by
the arm of the divine sons. And as Perseus had fought

with Gorgo, and Bellerophon with the fire-vomiting

Chimera, so now Hercules, at the comixiand of Eurys-

theus, entered on the fearful stmggle with the Lerneean

hydra.

He attacked the monster with his sickle-shaped sword,

but when he had severed one head from the trunk, im-

mediately a new one rose out of the blood. At last,

when the utmost peril threatened the hero, it occurred

to his companion, lolaus, the son of Iphicles, to fetch

firebrands from the neighbouring woods, and instantly

to scorch every wound, before a new head could spring-

up. Thus the greatest danger being avoided, a new one
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presented itself. Juno, to render victory to Hercules

still difficult, or rather impossible, sent a lobster, which
gnawed at the heels of the hero, while he was struggling

with the monster, so as to force him to turn himself

back. But surmounting this obstacle too, the son of

the Thunderer, after a long fight, drove the last head of

the hydra, w4iich was invukierablcj deep into the ground,

rolling an immense stone over it.

As a reward for his labour, he dipped his arrows in

the spilled blood of the hydra, w hich, by the deadly

poison, now became doubly dreadful, but which were af-

terwards to bring pains and ruin on theii* possessor, even

dirough the death of his foe.

If invincible courage and perseverance in surmount-

ing innumerable obstacles, and ever renewed dangers,

can be indicated by a striking emblem, it is in this fiction

of Hercules' victory over the many-headed monster.

For this reason, too, ancient and modern poets have al-

ways employed this picture of fancy, because a more
significant one cannot possibly be substituted.

3d. The Erymantfiean boar.—From the Eryman-
thean mountains a monstrous boar descended, laying

waste the fields of Arcadia. This afforded Eurystheus
a wished-for occasion of sending Hercules on a new and
dangerous expedition. To the conqueror of the Nemse-
an hon, and the many-headed hydra, how^ever, it was
no difficult task to catch the boar alive, and to caiTy him
to Eurystheus, w4io, terrified at the sight of the mon-
ster, hid himself in a brazen butt.

In this ridiculous situation Eurystheus is represented

upon an antique gem. The striking contrast between
the strength and valour of the personage w^ho obeys,

and the weakness and cowardice of the commander,
gives to this fiction a more vivid interest. By the hero's

conquering himself, to obey, according to the decree of
fate, an inferior, his boldest deeds acquire a double
value, because he first obtains the victory over himself,

and then subdues the monsters»
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4th. The stag of Diana.—In order now to put to

the proof the swiftness and agiUty of Hercules, as well

as his strength, a new and extraprdinarj' phenomenon
makes its appearance. On m@itnt Ma^nalus, in Ar-

cadia, was a stag, decorated with golden antlers, which
excited in every one a wish to possess him, although he
was sacred to Diana.

Eurystheus, who had only to command, accordingly

ordered Hercules to catch the precious stag alive, and to

bring him to Mycene. Hercules, not refusing the dif-

ficult task, pursued, with unremitted patience, during a
whole year, the tracks of the nimble anmial, until he
caught him at last in a thicket, and carried him on
his shoulders to the gates of Mycene.

5th. The Stymphalides.—A kind of ghastly birds

haunted the St} mphalian lake, in Arcadia. The ima-

gination of the poets ascribes to these winged monsters

the most frightful aspect. They were furnished with

claws and bills of brass, enabling them to wound and
kill, and to pierce every armour

; according to several

fictions, they were moreover armed with darts, which
they flung against their aggressors. The place in which
they had taken up their abode, was the deep recesses

of an inaccessible morass and thicket.

Eurystheus commanded Hercules to destroy these

monsters ; and here tiie divine hero would have been

at a loss, notwithstanding all his strength and courage,

but for the aid of Minerva, who wished his success. She
presented him with a rattle of l^rass, the noise of which
frightened the birds from their haunts, and as soon as

they were hovering in the air, Hercules killed them
with his arrows.

6th. The girdle of the queen of the Amazons.—
Bellerophon had been compelled to fight against the

Amazons, and Eurystheus did not fail to charge Her-

cules also with this dangerous enterprise.

The idea of the Amazons, who abandoned their new-

born sons, rearing only their daughters to warhke ex-
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ercises and battles, is not without its poetical beauty

and we often find it interwoven among the fictions of

the ancients. Plastic art also dwells on this subject, and
the representation of battles, fought by these heroines, is

often to be seen upon ancient marble coftins, where, in

assault and defeat, manly valour, connected with female

ibrm, offers a charming contrast.

The precious gudle which the queen of the Ama-
zons wore, and v. hich Hercules was to wm, had been a

present of the god of war himself, and, defended as it

was by fortitude and bravery, it could not be obtained

except by invincible courage. Hercules was accompa-

nied on this expedition by Theseus. At the river Ther-

modon the fight began, in which the Amazons, with

their allies, were vanquished, and the queen herself was
taken prisoner. Hercules, after having accomplished on
his wa)^ several other bold feats, returned to Mycene,

and presented to Eur} stheus the desired girdle.

7th. Avgias' stable.—Augias, a king in Klis, and
called a chüd of the sun, from the immense number of

flocks and herds which he possessed, was one of the

w^ealthiest princes of his time. And, as in those ages

a man's wealth w^as estimated in proportion to the

abundance of his cattle, the occupations requiied by
possessions of this kind were not degiading, nor was it

considered disgraceful to clean a stable.

Augias had^ accordmg to the tale of antiquity, three

thousand oxen in his stables, which had not been

cleansed for thirty years, so that, at last, it seemed al-

most impossible to clear them from the prodigious accu-

mulation.

Hercules, at the command of Eurystheus, undertook

this employment, and the enormous task was to be per-

formed in the space of a few days. Augias, who him-

self doubted the possibility of the performance, promised

Hercules the tenth part of his herds as a reward. By
turning the course cf the river Alpheus through the sta-

bles, the hero performed in one day a task, the acconv
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plishment of which every one had thought impossible.

After the work was done, Augias withheld the promised

reward. The son of Alcmene, enraged at this faith-

lessness, made war upon him, and, having conquered

and killed him, proclaimed Phyleus, his son, who was
possessed of nobler sentiments than his father, his suc-

cessor upon the throne.

Out of the treasures which he had gained in this

war, he built a temple in honour of the Olympian Jupi

ter, and renewed the Olympic games.
8th. The Cretan bull.—Neptune, being angry at

the inhabitants of Crete, because they were deficient

in their veneration for him, sent a furious bull into

their island, which exhaled fii'e fiom his nostrils, and,

as no one would venture to approach him, wasted the

country.

Scarcely had Eurystheus heard of this, ere he im
posed on Hercules the new task of catching this beast

alive. Hercules, whose bodily strength measured itself,

as it were, with the whole animal world, subdued the

bull sent by Neptune, and carried him on his shoulders

to Mycene.
9th. The horses of Diomedes.—Diomedes, a kmg

of Thrace, and a son of Mars, had in his possession four

horses vomiting fii-e, which were fed by him with hu-

man flesh. All strangers who fell into the hands of

this barbarian, were thrown to his horses, to be torn and
devoured by them.

The report of this cruelty having spread everywhere.

Eurystheus coiimianded Hercules to fetch him the fire-

breathing steeds. The hero obe3^ed, overpowered Dio-

medes, and made him suffer the just punishment of his

cruelty, by throwing him to the carnivorous beasts.

Ill treatment of strangers is, in the fictions of the an-

cients, with whom the rights of hospitahty were sacred

above all eartlüy considerations, the surest mark of ma-
hcious tyranny and injustice, and the more so in pro-

portion as it assumes the garb of cruelty. The tyrants
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who could torment strangers, or kill them, were regard-

ed as monsters, and it was the task of the divme heroes

to exterminate them from the earth.

The representation of the horses of Diomedes is found
upon ancient monuments of art, as they are standing

before a manger, in which the body of a human being

lies extended. The cruel master of the horses stands

by, feeding his eyes, as it were, on the sight.

10th. The triple-bodied Geryon.—Geryon, the sa-

vage monarch of three islands, situated in the dusky west

of the ancient world, who was furnished with three

bodies, has also been already mentioned in the pedigree

of the monsters. Chrysaor, who rose from the blood of

the killed Medusa, and Callirrhoe, a daughter of Ocea-

nus, were the parents of the treble-bodied giant, Geryon,
and Echidna. The latter, a monster, upward nymph,
and below dragon, produced the triple-headed dog Cer-

berus, the two-headed dog Orthrus, the Lernsean hydi-a,

the fire-vomiting Chimeera, and the Sphinx.

The two-headed dog Orthrus, together with the

herdsman Eurytion, tended the herds of Geryon, whose
dwelhng fiction places in the remotest shores of the

ocean. A monster was in possession of what was con-

sidered, in the times of antiquity, as the greatest trea-

sure, and the fame of Geryon's sleek herds had spread

so far, as to induce Eurystheus to impose upon Hercules
the commission of leading away those herds fiom their

present pasture, and bringing them, as a warlike trea-

sure, from the remotest bounds of the earth to Mycene.
Hercules made his way over mountains and rocks,

performing on this distant expedition many other great

exploits. After having overcome the dog Orthrus, as

well as Eurj^ion, the herdsman, he took possession of

Geryon's oxen, and when the triple-bodied monster him-
self then rushed upon him, he slew him hkewise with
his club.

11th. The golden apples of the Hesperides.—The
greatest treasure which was transferred by imagination
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to the widest distance, and which was thought to be al-

together unattainable, were the golden apples in the gar-

dens of the Hesperides, on the shores of the Atlantic.

They were watched by a dragon, which also was one
of the monsters that descended from Phorcys and Ceto.

The Hesperides themselves were daughters of Night,
that is to say, their origin and existence are veiled in

darkness. Theu' names were iEgle, Erythia, and Are-

thusa. To bring their golden fruits to Eurystheus, in

Greece, was the eleventh task which Hercules had to

accomplish, in obedience to a foreign command.
He killed the dragon, after he had thrown him into a

deep sleep by a certain potion which he gave him, and
gathered the golden fruit, nearly at the end of his career.

In the representations of Hercules, the tree which bore

the golden fruit is also to be seen ; the dragon coils it-

self around it, and Hercules stands before him, with the

cup that contained the somniferous potion. The Hes-
perides stand by, lamenting the loss of their treasure,

which they had heretofore so carefully preserved.

12th. Cerberus, the watch-dog of Orcus.—Her-
cules had now given eleven proofs of the strength and
agility of his body, as well as of the magnanimity of his

soul ; the last only now remained.

Not enough that he had conquered the monsters in

the higher world, Eurystheus commanded him to de-

scend into the world of shadows, and to drag the triple-

headed dog Cerbeiiis, tliat watched the gate of Pluto,

to the hght of day. Thus the trials of the hero are to

be terminated by the most difficult and dangerous of

all : to brave death himself, even in his own dominion,,

to descend into the open gulf that leads to his territories,

and to contend, in direful fight, with the very king of

terrors.

Before Hercules went on his way to tlie lower world,

he had become initiated into the Eleusinian mysteries,

to be, as it were, prepared for every event, whether life

or death : he then boldly enteied the wide cavero at the

13
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promontory of Tsenanis, which led to the abodes of tlie

shades. He compelled Charon to row him over the

Styx. When reaching the other shore, he first beheld

the triple-headed monster, Cerberus, and then, chain-

ed to a rock, two well-known heroes, Theseus and Pi-

rithous, who had ventured to descend into Orcus, with

the intention of delivering Proserpine, the queen of the

dead, from Pluto's dwelling. They were overpowered,

fastened to a huge rock, and doomed never to behold

again the light of the sun.

Hercules nevertheless succeeded in delivering The-
seus. Fiction says, that, when the hero was pursuing

CerbeiTis, whose fierceness, after a desperate struggle,

had been broken, and who was now flying with anxious

wailings to the palace of Pluto, the chaplet of mallow
leaves, which he wore on his head, grew black. Her-

cules fought with Pluto himself; seized upon the triple-

headed watch-dog of his dominion ; loosened Theseus'

bands, and hastened out of the land of terrors. He
had also endeavoured lo free Pirithous from his fetters,

but in vain, for Pluto defended his prey with his whole
power.

Hercules brought Cerberus in triumph to the upper

world, where from the slaver of the dog a venomous
root grew up. The terrified Eurystheus could not bear

the sight of the monster, and Hercules, having kept him
tamed between his knees, delivered him from the pain

of beholding the hght of day. The black monster sunk
back into the lower world, to resume again his watch at

its gates.

These were the proofs which Hercules gave of his

invincible coumge, his strength, his perseverance, and
patient submission to the hard decrees of fate, in per-

forming the most diflftcult tasks at the command of an-

other. But there are still other deeds of valour, not less

glorious, and perhaps of higher merit, which he volun-

tarilv achieved.
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DEEDS WHICH WERE PERFORMED BY HERCULES,
NOT AT THE COMMAND OF ANOTHER.

1. The rescue of Hesoine.—Hercules was a com-
panion of the Argonauts, in tlieir expedition to Colchis;

but he separated himself from the rest, going on shore

near the city of Troy, to seek for Hylas, his friend, who
had left the ship for water, and had not returned. The
Naiades had ravished the handsome youth, having
drawn him into the well ; and in vain Vv^as the cry of

the hero : Hylas ! Hylas ! The whole shore re-echoed

the name of Hylas, but Hylas himself did not return.

When Hercules saw that all his endeavours in search

of his beloved friend were fruitless, he proceeded on his

way to Troy, where, at that time, Laomedon was king,

who, when Neptune and Apollo had condescended, in

human shape, to build the walls round the city, had
cheated them of their wages. His crime did not remain
long unpunished. The ruler of the waves threatened

ruin to the city of Troy by an inundation, and could

not, according to the sentence of the oracle, be recon-

ciled, unless Laomedon would sacrifice his daughter,

Hesione. Like Andromeda, in a former period, she also

was fastened to a rock on the sea-shore, to become the

prey of a sea-monster, when Hercules happened to ar-

rive there, and behold the mournful spectacle.

He instantly offered to deliver Hesione from the cruel

death which awaited her ; but, not so generous and
tender as Perseus, he required a valuable pair of horses

that belonged to Laomedon for his reward, a demand to

which the father of the unfortimate victim readily agreed.

But a man, who had already cheated the gods, felt

no scruples of conscience in deceiving Hercules too.

And so it happened. When Laomedon saw his daugh-
ter at liberty, he refused her deliverer the promised
horses. Hercules, therefore, made an assault upon the

gates of his residence, took the city, and slew the false
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and treacherous king. Telamon, the companion of

Hercules, who had first ascended the walls, was re-

warded with the hand of Hesione, to whom he more-
over granted the hfe of one among the prisoners. He-
sione chose her brother Podarces, who afterward called

himself Priam, and who lived to see the future, melan-
choly fate of Troy, together with the entire ruin of his

royal house, then already determined by the decree of

fate.

2d. The victory over AntcBus, Busiris^ and Cacus.
—When Hercules, on his expedition to the west, ar-

rived in Libya, he met with the giant Antaeus, who, for

his cruelty to strangers, was a monster that deserved to

be exterminated from the earth by a powerful arm.

Antseus forced all the strangers who came within his

reach to wrestle with him, and after having conquered

them, he strangled them, and set up their skulls and
bones around his dwelling, as so many trophies. He
was a son of the Earth, and had been, until the arrival

of Hercules, invincible, acquiiing new strength by con-

tact with his mother, as often as he was cast dow^n to

the ground. Hercules, having long tried his strength

on him without success, at last became aware of his

rising with renewed force and spirit, whenever he had
brought him to the ground. He therefore raised him
up, in his mighty arms, as high as he could in the aii-,

and then pressed and choked him till Antaeus was ex-

hausted and breathed his last.

In this situation, holding his foe above the groimd,

Hercules is often found represented upon ancient

monuments.
Busiris was a cruel king in Egypt, who, in compa-

ny with his two sons, took pleasure in committing every

species of violence against strangers. For Hercules,

who came this way, a similar fate was designed, but he

slew both Busiris and his sons, thus rendering the road

safe for the traveller.

When Hercules, wdth Geryon's oxen, which he was
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driving from the remote shores of the ocean to Greece,

had arrived in that region where, on the Aventine Mount,
near the Tiber, Rome was afterwards built, he fell

asleep. The monster Cacus, belching out flames of

fire, who made it his business to rob travellers, had no
sooner perceived it, than he issued from his cavern on
the Aventine Mount, dragging the oxen one after an-

other, by their tails, into his cavern, in order to de-

ceive the searching driver by the tracks appearing

backward. When Hercules awoke and missed the

stolen oxen, he was misled by the tracks, and after a
long and unsuccessful search he was about to proceed

on his way, when the lowing of his oxen out of the

cavern of Cacus struck his ear. He soon convinced

himself that Cacus v\^as the thief, engaged in battle

with him, and by his club stretched him dead on the

ground.

It was here that Carmenta, the mother of Evander,
who was reigning over that country, presaged the apo-

theosis of Hercules, and here, in his life time, was the

first altar erected to him.

The representations of Hercules sleeping near his

herds, while Cacus drags the oxen backward into his

cavern, is still to be found upon gems.

3d. The deliverance of Alcestefrom Orcus.—Her-

cules, who destroyed the tyrants that treated strangers

with cruelty, was himself sensible of the benefit of hos-

pitality, showing this sensibility ui a noble manner to-

ward King Admetus, in Thessaly.

Admetus was married to Alceste, a daugher of King
Pelias. He fell sick, and, according to the oracle, his

life could not be saved, unless some one should be found

who would voluntarily devote himself to death in his

stead. Alceste secretly offered herself to the gods as a
victim for her husband. She, in her turn, now fell

sick, and in proportion as her illness increased, her hus-

band's health was restored. She had died, when Her«
13*
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cules entered as a guest the hospitable mansion of

Admetus.
The rights of hospitality were so sacred with the king

as to induce him at first to conceal his mourning in the

presence of Hercules
;
but when the latter heard of Al-

ceste's tragical end, he promised his friend to bring back
his beloved wife from Orcus, cost what it would.

And now Hercules embraced with his mighty arms
even death, and held him fast until he had restored to

his friend the companion of his bosom ; and grief was
changed into new wedding-joys and delightful conver-

sations.

4th, The deliverance ofPrometheusf10711 his suf-

ferings.—In Hercules humanity had risen, as it were,

to the top of her glory, as formerly in Prometheus she

had sunk to the depth of humiliation. The torments of

this sufferer, in whose bowels the vulture had been

gnawing for centuries, now approached their termina-

tion : Hercules was to become his deliverer.

Jupiter himself gave his consent to his deliverance,

after Prometheus had revealed to him the prophecy,

which had long been concealed ; that Thetis should

bear a son, who would be mightier than his father.

Through this revelation the power of Jupiter was a
second time saved from the superiority of a mightier one

by the former and father of men, the Thunderer having
entertained thoughts of marrying Thetis.

Hercules killed the vulture by shooting him with his

bow, and the bands with which Prometheus had been
fastened to the rock, fell off from his limbs.

5th. The erection of the pillars at the straits he-

tiveen Europe and Africa.—The fictions of the deeds

of Hercules become at last colossean, losing themselves

in the idea of a power, w^iich neither men nor gods are

able to resist.

When Apollo refused giving an oracle to the hero, he
took away Pythia's golden tripod, until the god had
complied with his demand. The celestials complain
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of hüll, that once he wounded even Juno, and that he
did not spare Pluto with his arrows.

Wlien on his expedition to the west, the sun one day
emitted too vehement a heat, he drew his bow and shot

at the driver of the chariot, who endeavoured to recon-

cile him by presenting him with a golden drinking-cup.

On Neptune's sending a storm, he aimed at him with

his arrows, and the king of the waters, to calm the he-

ro's wTath, stilled the winds ; and the waves bore on
their surface that drinking vessel of gold, which, from

its immense size, was used by Hercules as a bark, with-

out any apprehension of its sinking, since both the floods

and their ruler were submissive to him.

Having, on his expedition to the west, reached the

remotest ends of the earth, he broke through the isth-

mus between Europe and Africa, thus uniting the

Atlantic ocean with the Mediterranean sea. There
he erected, as a token of the exploits which he had
performed, and as a mark of the termination of his

wanderings, two pillars upon the opposite mountainsj

Calpe and Abyla, which posterity called the pillar»

of Hercules. It was impossible for imagination to

soar higher than in these pictures ; for where, ac-

cording to the ideas of the ancients, earth herself has

her bounds, where the sun sinks into the sea, there only

and no where else, was the term of the heroic course

of Hercides. Only one stroke is yet wanting in the

colossean picture. It is this : he who delivered Prome-

theus from his long sufferings, released also Atlas, for a

time, from the burthen that eternally presses on his

shoulders, himself taking the sky on his back, and thus

procuring for the son of Japetus a temporary rest.

In this posture, bearing the celestial globe upon his

,shoulders, Hercules is represented on some ancient

monuments.
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HERCULES' MARRIAGES, HIS FOIBLES AND CRIME.-.

The foregoing tales contain the most eminent of

Hercules' exploits. In addition to those fictions already

mentioned, the ancients ascribe to him many more,

every undertaking or performance, for which perseve-

rance, heroism, and strength, are requisite, easily asso-

ciating itself with that name which at once denoted

whatever of godlike displays itself on earth in bodily

strength and valour.

If, however, in any divine or heroic being the idea of

corporal strength and undaunted courage predominates,

it certainly is in the person of Hercules. Always inde-

fatigably pursuing some object, regardless of what is

standing or sinking around liim, he represents as

it were in himself, humanity awakened from her first

slumbers, feeling herself in her entire strength, and
acting without any idle deliberation.

The idea of a hero, in the mind of the ancients, was
generally not connected with that of a sage. Even in

the person of Ulysses wisdom assumes the garb of crafti-

ness, and in that of Nestor heroism is already lamed b}"

old age. With the heroes much light is always min-
gled with much shade, and the common saying, found-

ed upon what is constantly observed, ' the greater the

man, the greater his shadow,' finds with them its proper

appUcation. Hercules must pay the penalty of his

strength and invincible courage by many foibles, errours,

and even crimes.

In his different marriages and amours, he found his

misfortunes, and at last a painful death.

The first marriage which he entered into was with

the daughter of Creon, prince of Thebes, Megara, who
was given to him by her father out of gratitude for

having freed the city from a burthensome tribute, which
it had been obliged to pay to the Orchomenians. After

Megara had presented him with four sonsj he is said to
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have been driven distracted by Juno, and in a fit of fury

to have slain the mother, with the children, in whose
memory obsequies were afterwards celebrated at Thebes
every year.

In order to expiate this horrible deed, although it was
not perpetrated designedly, Hercules submitted w4th the

more readiness to the labours imposed upon him by
Eurystheus ; but wdien he had nearly completed his

tasks, he was enchained by a new^ love, and married

again, notwithstanding the tragical end of his first

nuptials.

Upon one of his expeditions he came to King Oeneus,

at Calydon, in ^tolia, where he saw^ the beautiful Deja-

nira, the royal daughter, who was the affianced bride of

the river-god, Achelous. Hercules engaged in battle

with him, and Dejanha w'as the prize of his victory.

The hero then proceeded on his w^ay, accompanied by
his \vife. When they anived at the river Euenus, on the

banks of which Nessus, the Centaur, had his dwelling,

Hercules committed to him the charge of carrying Deja-

nira on his back through the river. The Centaur com-
pHed the more w^iUingly wath the request of one, in whose
mouth a request amounted to a command, because he
harboured the secret intention of depriving Hercules of

his wife. Accordingly, w^hen he had brought his fair

burthen to the other bank of the river, he gallopped off

wnth Dejanira
; but upon her cries for assistance, Her-

cules bending his bow, sent through the faithless Cen-

taur one of those arrows w^hich had been dipped in the

poisonous blood of the Lernaean hydra. Nessus, brood-

ing revenge at the very moment of his death, handed to

Dejanira a flask, filled w'ith his blood, beseeching her to

keep it as a precious gift, by means of w^hich she could

secure to herself the attachment of her husband, as well

as banish every other love from his breast, by rubbing

the blood on the garment which he wore next his body.

Hercules, pursuing his adventures, was obliged to se-

parate himself, from time to time, from Dejanira. On
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one occasion his absence was unusualh^ long ; he was
rambhng in foreign regionsj without giving her any in-

telligence of himself. A new love, w hicli afterw^ards af-

flicted him deeper than any event of his life, because it

misled him to an act of injustice, kept hiin in bonds.

Hercules, before his marriage with Dejanira, had seen

lole, the daughter of King Eurytus, who reigned over

(Echalia, in Euboea, and was conquered by her charms.

He sued for her hand from her father, but met with a

refusal ; w^hereupon he left the house of his host in an-

ger, and meditated revenge. And soon after, when Iphi-

tus, the son of Eur} tus, came to Hercules in quest of

his strayed mares, which the hero himself kept con-

cealed, under the pretext of showing him his mares,

Hercules conducted the son of his host to the rocky

w^alls of Tiryns, and suddenly pitched him fiom the

steep height.

By this deed Hercules stained his glory, and was
compelled by the command of the gods to atone for it m
a humiliating manner. He must suffer himself to be

sold as a slave to the voluptuous Queen Omphale, in

Lydia, at w hose command he was obliged to do female

work.

Plastic art represents Omphale wearing the skin of

the Nemaean lion round her shoulders, and holding the

club in her hand, while Hercules is seen in a female

dress, sitting at the distaff and spinning. The hero,

w4io had already completed his heroic course, must
nevertheless become sensible of the lot of mortals, be-

fore he should go to take his seat in the assembly of the

celestials, sinking dow^n from his greatness in proportion

to the height of his former elevation.

The fixed period of his servitude in Lydia havmg
expired, Hercules made w^ar upon Eurytus, because of

his having refused him his daughter, and carrying the

city of (Echalia by assault, he destroyed it, slew the

king himself, and sent his daughter lole as a slave to

his wife Dejanira.
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Dejanira received lole with kindness. Understand-

•ing, however, this very captive to be her rival, she

thought it time to make use of the gift of Nessus. Ac-
cordingly, she took the long preserved blood of the

Centaur, and having rubbed with it a splendid tunic,

she sent it to her husband by her servant Lichas, with

the request, not to wear the garment until he should

have occasion to show himself, finely dressed, to the

immortals, on a sacred festival, when sacrifices were to

be ofifered.

HERCULES' LAST SUFFERINGS, AND IIIS APOTHEOSIS.

Long ago had Hercules received the oracle, that hisf

death was not to be apprehended from a living being,

but from a dead one. The fuifihneat of this prediction

was now drawing nigh.

After his victory over Eurytus, Hercules had erected

an altar to Jupiter upon the promontory of Cenaeam, in

Euboea, and vv as about to kill the victims, when Lichas

appeared, bringing him Dejanira's present. The hero

was the more rejoiced at the gift, because it arrived at

so seasonable a time. Instantly arraying himself in

the costly attire, he presented a hecatomb to the immor-
tals, and made the flames blaze from the altars to the

sky. Suddenly his newly received tunic adhered to his

body as if glued to it, and convulsions seized aU his

limbs. It was the poison of the hydra, mingled with the

blood of Nessus, which had penetrated into his body, and
was now consuming the very marrow of his bones.

Calling the unfortunate Lichas, who had brought
him the garment, while unspeakable pain raged in his

])owels, he hurled him against a rock with such force

that his skull and his bones were crushed to pieces. In
the midst of his tcwments, the hero was brought to the

city of Trachinia, in Thessaly. The unhappy Dejanira

had no sooner heard of the dreadfid effect of her present^

than she put an end to her life.
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Hyllus, the son of Hercules and Dejanira, assisting

his father m his torments, brought him at his command*
to mount CEta, where Hercules had resolved to put an

end to his sufferings, by a voluntary death. On mount
(Eta a pile of wood was erected and kindled : it was
the funeral pile of Hercules. After having recommend-

ed to his son Hyllus his much loved lole, and given to

Philoctetes, who was the son of Pceas, and his faithful

companion, his bow and arrows as an inheritance, the

hero ascended his fatal death-bed. There, surrounded

by the blazing flames, his face became resplendent,

Hercules had finished the sufferings of humanity, and
atoned for her foibles ; his mortal covering, subjected to

pains and distresses, fell off from him ; his shade went
down to Orcus, but he hmiself rose up to Olympus, into

the assembly of the immortals. Juno was reconciled,

and Hebe, the goddess of eternal youth, became, ac-

cording to the decree of fate, the spouse of the new deity.

The richness of Hercules' history is the reason that

we find the hero representedm many different attitudes.

In the German cabinet aheady mentioned, two antique

gems are preserved, the one of which represents him as

a youth, in the act of choking the Nemsean lion. The
other portrays him as he is resting from his labours after

having completed his course. He is sitting as if in pro-

found meditation, drawing unconsciously, as it were^

with his right hand a part of his Hon skin round his

thigh, and leaning with his left upon his club; before

him an old, withered olive-trunk, with a new, flourish-

ing shoot, is to be seen, from which his bow and quivej

are suspended.

CASTOR AND POLLUX.

CEbaluSj a king of Lacedsemon, sprung from a scion

of the old stem of Inachus, was the father of Tynidarus,

who succeeded him in the goverrmient, and married

Leda, a daughter of Thestius^ king of iEtolia.
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The beauty of Leda attracted the eyes of Jupiter.

Descending from his Olympian seat, under the disguise

of a swan, he saw her on the shores of the river Euro-

tas ; or rather, transfonned into the shape of that bird,

he took refuge in her lap, while Venus was pursuing

him in the form of an eagle.

Leda. having become pregnant both by Jupiter and
Tyndarus, brought forth two eggs, the one of which
contained Castor and Pollux, and the other Clytemnes-

tra and Helena. Pollux and Helena were the children

of Jupiter, Castor and Clytemnestra of Tyndarus.

The former were immortal, the latter mortal.

Notwithstanding their different descent, Castor and
Pollux were inseparable, loving one another as dear

brothers and friends. Both were vahant, and glowed
with heroic fire, and both were skilled in every bodily

exercise; with this difference only, that Castor was pre-

eminent in tho art of riding and managing horses, and
Pollux in that of wresthng.

Castor and Pollux were contemporaries of (he most
renowned heroes, and accompanied the Argonauts on
their expedition to Colchis. On their way thither Pol-

lux slew in single combat Amycus, a son of Neptune,

who was accustomed to challenge arrogantly ever}'

stranger to a fight with clubs. It was also during this

voyage, that in the midst of a dreadful storm, two flames

were seen hovering over the heads of Castor and Pol-

lux, whereupon the storm abated
; and in remembrance

of this event, fires, whenever they appeared to seamen
in boisterous weather, were called Castor and Pollux^

and considered as a sure sign of help and safety.

Nay, the Dioscuri, or twin-sons of Jupiter, under
which name Castor and Pollux are commonly desig-

nated, were revered above all other deities as benign
beings, present to those who were in danger and neces-

sity, and ready to aid them
; and they were addressed

in every emergency, on land as well as at sea, by the

prayers of such as stood in need of assistance.
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After their return from the expedition to Colchis,

they were informed, that during their absence Theseus
had ravished their sister Helena, and dehvered her to

the custody and care of his mother, ^Ethra, in Aphid-
nae. Castor and Pollux conquered the city, delivered

their sister, and took with them Theseus' mother as a

prisoner, without committing, however, any violence in

the besieged city, or in the whole territory of Attica

;

and this forbearing benignity, which attends the heroic

deeds of the Dioscuri, is probabl)^ the chief reason Avhy

mortal men afterwards looked up to them with trust and
confidence, as to friendly, assisting genii.

The fidelity, hkewise, with which this inseparable

pair of brothers assisted one another in dangers, render-

ed the two divine heroes an object of love and venera-

tion to mankind
;
and their fraternal friendship is in

deed one of the most beautiful circumstances which fic-

tion has interwoven into the records of the splendid he-

roic age.

When Castor and Pollux sued for the daughters of

Leucippus, Phoebe and Ilaira, each of them was obliged

to win his bride by a combat with a rival. Castor with

Lynceus, and Pollux with Idas, the sons of Aphareus.

Castor, not being immortal, was conquered and slain

by Lynceus. Although Pollux avenged his brother's

death on Lynceus, and fought with Idas also, until

tbe latter was killed by a flash of lightning, he could

not awaken his beloved brother from death. He then

implored Jupiter either to deprive him also of life, or to

allow him to share his immortality with his brother.

Jupiter granted the pious prayer, and Pollux de-

scended to his brother one day in the abode of the

shades, in order to enjoy life with him on the next, in

the light of the sky.

Human love and veneration often dedicated temples

and altars to the Dioscuri. Imagination frequently pre-

sented them to mortals, when in imminent dangers.

They then appeared in the form of two youths, sitting
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on white horses, arrayed in shining armour, and bearing

little flames, or stars, upon their heads.

And thus they were commonly represented in works

of art, either riding along side of each other, or stand-

ing near one another, their spears bent, the stars

sparkling on their heads, and each of them holding a

horse by the bridle.

JASON.

Jason was a shoot of the heroic stem of iEolus, but

not the son of a god. Juno, while she persecuted the

sons of Jupiter, took him under her particular protection.

iEolus, Deucalion's grandson, who reigned in Thes-
saly, was the father of Saimoneus, Sis3^phus, Athamas,
and Cretheus. Saimoneus was kiiied lay Jupiter's light-

ning
;
Sisyphus atoned in the lower world for the ty-

rannical exercise of his power while on earth, and Atha-

mas died in a state of madness.

Tyro, a daughter of Sahnoneus, became the mother
of Pehas and Neleus, sons of Neptune. Marrying af-

terwards her father's brother, Cretheus, she gave him a
son called .Eson, who succeeded his father on the throne,

and was the parent of Jason, tiie godlike hero, whose
mother's name was Alcimede.

iEson was dethroned by his brother Pelias, but was
not obliged to fly from the city of lolcos, which was the

seat of the Thessalian kings. Of young Jason, how-
ever, Pehas was anxious to rid himself, considering him
as a member of (he legitimate royal family, who might
become dangerous to him. The parents of the child,

uEson and Alcimede, percei\'ing the tyrant's Intention,

spread the rumour, that Jason was sick, and soon after,

that he had died, while his mother brought him to

mount Pehon, where the wise Centaur Chiron, well

versed in every science, devoted himself to the educa-
tion of the young hero in his lonely grotto.

When Jason had reached the years of puberty, and
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manful courage began to awaken in his breast, follo\ving

the advice of an oracle, he went, wearing the skin of a
panther round his shoulders, and armed with two darts,

to the court of Pelias, at lolcos.

Pehas had received an oracle, putting him on his

guard against a person, who would one day appear be-

fore him with only one sandal, having his other foot

bare. When Jason, on his way to lolcos, was going
to pass the river Anaurus, Juno appeared to him in the

shape of an old woman, entreating him to carry her

through the river. Jason readily comphed with her re-

quest, but on going with his burthen through the w^ater.

he lost one of his sandals in the mud, and thus present-

ed himself vvith only one befoie the palace of Pelias.

who, on perceiving him, recollected, with terror and con-

sternation, the sentence of the oracle.

When the stranger was required to tell who he was,

Jason demanded, before all the people, the royal crown,

which the usurper had seized from the head of his fa-

ther, iEson. " The revenues of the kingdom," added

he, " thou mayest keep and enjoy, but of the supreme

authority thou must divest thyself !"*

Pelias, being enabled by this proposal to penetrate

the soul of the young hero, did not doubt that he might

for the present avert the storm which was hovering over

his head, and remove the hon by offering him as a

bait the enticing charm of an extraordinary as well as

glorious deed. He therefore feigned a willingness to

restore the royal crown to its rightful possessor, or his

family, provided the manes of Phryxus, another de-

scendant of ^olus, who had found an untimely death

in Colchis, were propitiated, and that golden fleece re-

covered which he had deposited there.

This Phryxus, who died in Colchis, was a son of

Athamas, and a grandson of ^olus. Athamas, king

of Boeotia, had by his first wife, Nephele, two children,

* Apollon. Rhod. Argon. L 1, ss.
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Pliryxus and Helle
;
but after Nephele's death he mar-

ried Ino, a daughter of Cadmus, who, with the hatred

of a jealous step-mother, persecuted those two children,

and even resolved to deprive them of life. The shade
of Nephele appeared to her children, apprising them of

the danger they were in of becoming victims of Ino's

hatred, unless they should seek their safety in instant

flight ; and that for this purpose a ram, with a golden
fleece, stood ready, which, at the command of the gods,

should bear them on his back over the lands and through
the sea.

Phryxus and Helle mounted the ram, which carried

them toward the east to the distant country of Colchis,

where ^Eetes, whose father was the sun, then reigned.

But they Avere not both destined to reach that country

;

for, on their journey. Helle, the sister, fell from the back
of the animal into the sea, and was drowned. That
part of the sea which proved so fatal to her, derives its

name from her, and is called the Hellespont, even to

this very day. Her brother Phryxus arrived safely at

Colchis, where he killed the ram that had borne him
thither, suspending its skin, or the golden fleece, as a
sacred token, in a holy grove. He himself married the
daughter of King JEeies^ but soon died in the foreign

land.

The report of the golden fleece, which had spread
over the whole earth, had for a long time excited the
desire of every one, who wished to gain something par
ticularly excellent. It was in the distant east, what
the golden fruits of the Hesperides were in the west—

a

treasure worthy of the greatest toils, and pains, and
perils. The image of the ram, and the richly covered
ram-skin, generally implies with the ancients the idea

of wealth ; and this probably gave rise to the fiction of
the golden fleece, involving the idea of riches and trea-

sures, as well as the means of gaining them.
The miraculous, which was intermingled with the

tales of the golden fleece, and the adventures that were
14*
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connected with an expedition to a far distant land,

were most alluring calls on the heroes of yore, to try

their courage, as well as their fortune. No sooner did

the words of Pelias touch the ear of Jason, than his ar-

dour to perform the glorious deed was enflamed, and
pledging his word to bring the treasure, or never to re-

turn, he invited the most renowned heroes of Greece to

embark with him in the bold adventure.

THE EXPEDITION OF THE ARGONAUTS.

For making the voyage to Colchis, a ship was built of

pines cut from mount Pelion, which, although larger

than any other constructed before that time, was light and
easy in moving, for which reason she was called Argo.

i. e. the swift-sailing. From her name, those who
were to embark in her were called Argonauts.

The mast of the Argo had been taken from the forest

of Dodona, where the oaks were endowed with the

power of uttering predictions, and therefore the ship was
considered as an animated being, in concord with fate,

and to which a man might commit himself with the

more confidence. Among the number of heroes who
accompanied Jason, the following names are most con-

spicuous :

Hercules, the son of Jupiter,

Castor and Pollux, the Dioscuri,

Calais and Zetes, the sons of Boreas,

Peleus, the father of Achilles,

Admetus, the husband of Alceste,

Neleus, the father of Nestor,

Meleager, the Calydonian,

Orpheus, the divine bard of Thrace,

Telamon, the father of Ajax,

Mencetius, the father of Patroclus,

Lynceus, the son of Aphareus,

Theseus, the Athenian, and his friend

PiRiTHOufjj the Lapithgean.



163

The fathers of the most renowned heroes who shone

in the Trojan war, are in part still in youthful vigour,

at the time of the voyage to Colchis. Here a race of

heroes advances, to wring with united force a precious

treasure from the hands of barbarians ; afterwards a
second heroic race unites to avenge the robbery of beauty

by the destruction of Troy.

With favourable wind the Argo sailed out of the har-

bour of lolcos. Orpheus struck his harp, and his song
animated the spirit of his companions in threatening

dangers ; the piercing eye of L}Ticeus penetrated the

most distant regions, and the experienced pilot, Tiphys,

managed the helm with skilful hand. The voyage
Iiad commenced under favourable auspices, and for a

time all things had gone on successfully, when sud-

denly a dreadful storm befell the adventurers, and forced

them to seek refuge in the harbour of Lemnos.
It is a remarkable circumstance, that while the heroes

were struggling against the raging elements, several of

them made a vow to consecrate themselves by becoming

initiated in the Samothracian mysteries
;
just as Her-

cules, when he was about to enter on the most dan-

gerous enterprize, by descending into Orcus, was first

initiated into those of Eleusis.

At Lemnos a greater danger threatened the Argonauts

than even the storm had caused, by which they had
been driven thither : the beauty and caresses of the

liemnian women kept the heroes in bonds, protracting

lor a considerable time their voyage to Colchis.

Not long before the arrival of the Argonauts at Lem-
nos, the female inhabitants had murdered all the males

of the island, except King Thoas, whose daughter,

Hypsipyle, had spared her father's life. The anger of

Yenus, whom the Lemnian women had not sufficiently

honom'ed, was the occasion of this atrocious deed. For

the angry goddess infused into the men of Lemnos, who
were at that time warring against the Thracians, an in-

vincible disUke to their wives, and, at the same time, an
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inclination toward the female slaves who had become
their prisoners in the Thracian war. Such an insult

the women of Lemnos could not bear ; they conspired,

rose in one night upon their sleeping husbands, fathers,

and brothers, and murdered them all. Those who
conducted the war in Thrace w ere saved by their ab-

sence.

When the Argonauts were landing at Lemnos, they

were at first opposed by the women, who mistook them
for the Lenmians returning from Thrace to avenge the

death of their fellow-citizens. But as soon as they per-

ceived their error, they received the strangers with

open arms, and they remained on the island two years»

From Lenmos the heroes sailed to Samotbrace, where
they were inspired with new courage by theii* initiation

into the mysteries. On their landing near Troas they

were abandoned by Hercules, who, with Telamon, went
into the country in quest of Hyias. In the city of Cy-

iiicus, on the descent of mount Dindymus, where the Ar-

gonauts next landed, they were hospitably received by
the king, who bore the same name as his city, and dis-

missed by him with presents. But the night after their

departure, when the ship w as forced back into the har-

bour by a storm, the heroes were mistaken for enemies

by King Cyzicus, and attacked by him in a hostile

manner. In this fight Jason had the misfortune to kill

their kind and friendly host ; and to atone for this deed,

although unintentional, he brought oflferings on mount
Dindymus to the mother of the gods, and built a temple

there to her honour.

The Argonauts then proceeding on their course, and
steering always towards the east, arrived in Bebrycia,

where the royal crown was worn by that Amycus who
challenged every stranger to fight him with clubs, and
who was vanquished and slain in the combat by Pollux.

On their farther course the bold navigators were
driven near the coasts of Thrace by a storm, and com-
pelled to enter the harbour of Salmydesßus, wehere the
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prophesying Phineus reigned, who had been punished
with blindness by the immortals, and, to complete his

misery, was perpetually vexed by the daughters of

Thaumas, the direful Harpies. Phineus, who had de-

livered up his own two sons, the children of his first

wife, a daughter of Boreas, to the hatred of their step-

mother, Ideea, and, at her calumnious instigation, had
ev^en deprived them of the light of their eyes, was
obliged to expiate his crime by his own blindness, while

the Harpies, those ghastly birds of prey, with maiden
faces, seized upon his food, or ruined and defiled what-

ever he was about to partake of

Phineus, who was deprived of the external light, but

with his mental eyes anticipated the future, gave to the

Argonauts prudent advice concerning their further voy-

age, and furnished them also with a guide to lead them
through the Cyanean rocks, or Symplegades, the dan-

gerous passage of which now awaited the bold naviga-

tors. Grateful for these services, the winged sons of

Boreas, Calais and Zetes, by theii- swords affrighted the

Harpies from Phineus' table, pursuing them as far as

the Strophades, where, at the command of the gods,

they stopped their pursuit, and returned to their com-
panions. From this return, {a-Tpe(pa,^ those islands de-

rived their name.
The Cyaneae, or Symplegades, through which the Ar-

gonauts were obliged to sail, were two immense rocks, im-

mediately opposite to each other, at the entrance into the

Black Sea, and which seemed, according to the different

directions in which they were approached, to open and
then again to close. This phenomenon gave rise to the

ancient fiction, that the rocks really opened and closed

like a pair of scissors, crushing every thing that happened
to come between them, when they were moving together,

duite natural, therefore, is also the subsequent fiction,

that, after the Argonauts had successfully ventured on
the passage, and the optical illusion was thus discovered^

Neptune had fixed the rocks immoveable.
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After having fortunately passed the Symplegades, the

lieroes next landed in the territory of Lycus, who, being

by birth a Greek, received the strarigers from his native

land with open arms. Here the pilot, Tiphys, died, and
his place was succeeded by Ancttus, who happily con-

ducted at last the sacred Argo, after having long sus-

tamed the beating of the briny tio<:»d, and experienced

many a storm, into the longed for harbour of Colchis.

It was here, however, that the grea^tewSt danger awaited

the leader of the whole expeditioi., Jason ; a danger
which could hardly be avoided without assistance from
above.

King iEetes received the strangers not in a hostile, or

even unfriendly manner ; but he prescribed to Jason,

who demanded the restitution of the golden fleece, such
conditions as he himself thought impossible to be com-
plied with ; for to those dangers w inch he had planned,

the most undaunted hero must necessarily succumb.
In order to gain the golden fleece, Jason was, in the

first place, to put two flre-exhaling bulls, sacred to Vul-

can, to an adamantine plough-share, and to break up
with them four acres of land, consecrated to Mars, that

had never been ploughed before. Then he was to sow
llie dragon-teeth of Cadmus, which yet remained in the

possession of J^etes, in the newly ploughed furrows,

and the armed warriors who should immediately arise

out of the dreadful seed, he must kill to the last man.
This done, he was at last to fight with the dragon
that watched the golden fleece, and dispatch him like-

wise.

Medea, a daughter of ^etes, skilled in charms and
witchcraft, had scarcely beheld Jason, when, through

the influence and disposal of the gods, a tender aflection

for the hero was raised in her bosom, which soon kindled

a flame of the most violent passion.

Jason went to the temple of Hecate, to supplicate the

mighty goddess for protection, and there Medea met
him. She disclosed her love to him, promising, at the
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same time, her assistance in the dangers which threat-

ened him, and her powerful help in accomphshing his

glorious undertaking, if he should swear fidehty to her.

Jason complied, and Medea, reciprocating the oath, ren

dered the hero invincible by means of her magical in-

cantations. She gave him a stone, which he was to

cast among the warriors that should spring up from the

dragon-teeth, and also herbs, and a potion for lulling

asleep the dragon that watched the golden fleece.

On the following day Jason, surrounded by his com-
panions, appeared on the field of Mars, in the presence

of the king and a multitude of the people ; the fire-

breathing bulls were about to be set free, and the hearts

of the assembled muliitude were chilled v»ith awe and
expectation ; a deadly silence reigned, and all eyes were
anxiously turned upon the hero, who alone expected

quietly his fire-vomiting foes. The bulls rushed upon
him fierce and snorting ; but the power of charming
with which Medea had armed him, suddenly made them
tame and obedient : without reluctance they bent their

necks under the yoke, suffering Jason to put them to

the plough, and quietly made the furrows, into which
he sowed the dragon-teeth. No sooner were they scat-

tered, than a harvest of armed warriors sprang from the

ground, all of them turning their swords against Jason.

The hero then following the directions received by Me-
dea, flung the enchanted pebble, which she had given

him for that purpose, into the midst of the thronged

crowd of his enemies
;
and behold, the stone had the

power of troubling their senses, as well as of hardening

their hearts, making them rise furiously against one
another, until the ground from which they had just

sprung up, was covered with their slain bodies. Before

the king and people could recover from the utter as-

tonishment into which this spectacle had thrown them,

Jason was already hastening towards the grim guardian

of the fleece, to lull him asleep. He succeeded, and
afterwards killed the monster, and triumphantly held in
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his right hand the golden fleece. The conqueror re-

turned, together with his companions, to his ship, and

Medea, leaving in nightly silence her father's house, to

follow her lover, went also on board the Argo, w hich set

sail that very night.

iEetes, soon roused by the discovered flight of his

daughter, went himself with his ships in pursuit of the

swift-sailing Argo. Near the mouth of the river Danube,

Medea descried the sails of her father, and to save her-

self as well as her lover from the impending danger, she

adopted a measure both cruel and desperate. She had

taken along with her her little brother, Absyrtus, as a

kind of hostage, and in the present emergency, seeing

no other means of safety, she killed and cut him in

pieces, planting his head and hands upon a high rock,

and scattering the rest of his members on the shore,

with the view of retarding her father's pursuit, or of in-

ducing him to desist from it altogether by the shocking

sight, and by collecting together the child's members. In

order to mark this horrid deed in all times to come, se-

veral small islands in that region were afterwards call-

ed Absyrtides.

Medea's expectation, however, was reahzed. Her

father, first retarded by collecting together the remains

of his unfortunate son, afterwards desisted entirely from

his pursuit, and the Argonauts quietly proceeded on

their voyage. Having received advice from Phineus

not to return to their native land by the same course

which they had pursued in coming to Colchis, they

sailed up the Danube, " and when they could ascend the

river no farther, the strong heroes," says the fiction, "took

up their lightly built vessel on their shoulders, carrying

her for the space of four miles over hills and dales, as far

as the Adriatic gulf." But here, when they were about

to embark again, the following oracle was heard to issue

out of the mast of the Argo :
" you are not destined to

reach your home until Jason and Medea are absolved
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from the murder of Absyrtus, after having atoned for

their crime by a penalty imposed on them."

With a view to this atonement, the Argonauts enter-

ed the port of ^aea, the abode of Circe, a daughter of

the sun, and sister of ^etes. She, however, refused to

absolve Jason and Medea, by presenting the usual of-

ferings to the offended immortals, and by imposing a

penalty on the criminals, announcing to them that they

eould not blot out their guilt until they had reached the

promontory of Malea.

Thence the bold navigators steered towards the dan-

gerous strait of Scylla and Charybdis, which they

passed under the guidance of Juno. By the persuasion

ef Orpheus they escaped the danger which threatened

them from the Sirens, and happily reached the island

ef the Pheeacians, where, however, they met with an
unexpected enemy. After the fimeral obsequies of Ab-
syrtus had been properly celebrated, the Colchian fleet,

Avhich had desisted from its pursuit at the mouth of the

Danube, took another way to intercept the fugitives

;

and here, at the island of the Pheeacians, it was station-

ed, to watch for them. The anger of the Colchians

against Medea, as well as the Argonauts, having in the

meantime somewhat abated, they demanded no other

ifestitution but the person of Medea, provided she had
not yet been married to Jason. This was really the

fact ; but the king of the Phseacians procured in that

very night a private celebration of the matrimonial

rites, announcing on the following day to the Colchians,

that his guests, Jason and Medea, were a lawful couple

;

whereupon the former, satisfied with the answer, spread

their sails to the winds, and steered for Colchis.

The Argonauts, after having taken leave of their

friendly host, the king of the Pheeacians, endeavoured

to reach the promontory of Malea, when suddenly a
storm cast them on the Libyan syrtes, where the vessel

would have been lost but for the appearance of a Triton,

who, for the reward of a precious tripod which Jason

15
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carried along' with him in the ship, promised the heroes

to show them the only course by which they could pos-

sibly escape. After having received the tripod, at the

sight of which he was highly delighted, the Triton kept

his word, and conducted the Argo in safety out of the

surrounding syrtes. Moreover, he presented Euphe-
mus, one of the Argonauts, wdth a clod of earth, as a

pledge that his descendants should reign in Libya.

This pledge was afterwards redeemed.

Argo at last reached the longed for promontory of

Malea, where Jason and Medea, after having brought

rich offerings to the immortal gods, gained absolution

of their crime committed against Absyrtus. They were
now permitted to expect, according to the oracle which
they had received from the oak of Dodona, as well as

the promise of Circe, soon to reach their native port.

And indeed without meeting with any farther accident,

the Argonauts soon after entered the harbour of lolcos.

Tlie good ship Argo was devoted by Jason to Neptune,

on the isthmus of Corinth, from whence fiction after-

wards transported her to the vault of the sky, where she

shines as a glittering constellation.

The golden fleece was now gained, but the purpose

for which alone Jason had exposed himself, as v/ell as

his friends, to every imaginable danger, w^as frustrated

;

his father, ^Eson, liaving in the meanwhile become a
decrepit, childish old man, neither able to reign, nor to

rejoice at the glorious feats of his son.

The first request, therefore, which Jason made to

Medea, was to use her magic powers to renew, if pos-

sible, both the bodily and mental abilities of his father.

Medea, complying ^^ ith her husband's request, infused

a new juice of life, prepared of secret herbs, into the

veins of the old man, so as to make him feel the return

of his gay youth, and the renewed strength of life

;

while the daughters of Peiias, foolishly imitating the

work of Medea, deprived their father, whom they also



V



Fa^e /7/

/ctPty/^df f ^^/5/r^<<J%?^

.



171

wished to l•e^^ve with invigorated youth, of his hfe, so

that ^son now reigned undisturbed sole king of lolcos.

Jason betook himself with Medea to Corintli, formerly

called Ephyra, where ^Eetes. before he went to the fer-

tile Colchis, had reigned. Medea took possession of

the government for her husband, and they lived there

quietly during ten years. Behind this calm of peaceful

life, how^ever, a dieadful storm was lurking, which
threatened Jason with a tragic fate, as w^as the case also

with Hercules, Perseus, and Bellerophon.

Weary of Medea, whom he seemed to have always
secretly despised, he was going to marry Creon's royal

daughter, umnindful of the revenge of despised jealousy

or disregarded faith. Medea feigned patience and mild-

ness, enduring with resignation what she could not

prevent ; she even herself sent to the bride a costly

wedding garment. But scarcely had the latter made
use of the dangerous present, than she suddenly felt a

consuming fire raging through her body, w4iich brought

on an agonizing death. Then Medea, giving full scope

to revenge, rained fire upon Creon's palace, which con-

, sunned the king himself; murdered the two children

whom she had by Jason, and hastened through the

air in her chariot, drawn by tAVo dragons, leaving Jason
to grief and despair, which embittered the rest of his

life, and shortened his days.

MELEAGER.

(Eneus, who reigned in Calydon, w^as the father of

renowned children : of Dejanira, wdio became married to

Hercules ; of Meleager and T^^deus, whose valorous

son, Diomedes, during the siege of Troy engaged with
the gods themselves in dangerous cosnbat. This (Ene-
us had the misfortune to draw" Diana's wrath upon
himself, as well as his country, by having forgotten her

divine personage, while he w^as bringing thank-offerings
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to all the other deities, for the thriving growth of the

units of the field.

To punish him and his subjects for this offence, the

goddess of the forest sent a monstrous boar into the

Calydonian land, which wasted the fields, and threaten-

ed death and ruin to all the inhabitants of the surround-

ing country. CEneus, anxious to subdue this monster,

desired the assistance of the strongest, both in the terri-

tories of Calydon and beyond them. Thus the chase

of Diana's boar united again the flower of Greek heroes,

as the expedition of the Argonauts had formerly brought

together the most celebrated of their time.

THE CALYDONIAN CHASE.

To hunt the Calydonian boar, part of those heroes

who had shared many a danger in the voyage to

Colchis, again assembled. The most renowned of

the Argonauts, who were now going to assist Meleager.

son of (Eneus, in conquering the raging beast of the

forest, were,

Jason,
Castor and Pollux,
Idas and Lynceus,
Peleus,
Telamon,
Admetus,
PiRiTHous and Theseus.

To this noble troop, the brothers of Althaea, the

wife of CEneus, and daughter of Thestius, who reign-

ed in Pleuron, and Atalanta, the daughter of Schoe-

neus, who, like Diana, had devoted herself to a state

of virginity, and like her was a lover of the chase, asso-

ciated themselves.

Atalanta first wounded the boar with her arrow, and
then the monster was killed by Meleager, who cut off

its head, and presented it as the deserved prize of victory

to Atalanta, The brothers of Althaea disputed the
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prize with Atalanta, and Diana, setting no bounds to

her wrath, blew up the spark of anger between Melea-

ger and the sons of Thestius into a flame, tiiat burst

out in bloody war, and gave to the Caiydonian chase

a tragical termination.

Meleager killed in the fray the brothers of his mother,

who, beholding the bodies of the slain, swore to revenge

their death even on her own son. And an easy, too

ea-v, means of vengeance was in her power. For on

the biilh-day of Meleager, the Fates had placed a piece

of wood on the hearth near the fire, with the hint, that

Althaea's new-born son should live as long as that piece

of wood should remain unconsumed by the fire. Al-

thaea had preserved the fatal block as a precious trea-

sure until that moment, when she was provoked to an-

ger against Meleager by the death of her brothers.

Then seizing it in her passion, she threw it into the

blazing fire, and as it was gradually consuming to ashes;

Meleager felt, by degrees, his body withering away, and
the marrow of his bones drying up, until he died in con-

vulsive agony. Scarcely had .llthaea heard the cruel

result of what she had done, than, ruing the deed, sh«

put a period to her own life.

ATALANTA.

Neither did Atalanta long rejoice in her victory.

Having received the prediction that unavoidable mis-

fortune was to await her in matrimony, she declined

marrying as long as possible. In order to deter hei

suitors, she proposed to each one to contend with hei

in the race, promising if she should be vanquished, to

become the wife of the victor, with the condition, how-
ever, that the vanquished should suffer death.

Hlppo?nenes, venturing to enter upon this danger»

ous race, implored the assistance of Yenus, who pre-

sented him with three golden apples, which one after

another he let slip from his hands during the course-

15*
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Atalanta, whose eyes were dazzled by the gUtter and
beauty of these golden fruits, repeatedly stooped to take

them up from the ground, and thus Hippomenes gained

time to reach the goal before her.

Atalanta became the wife of Hippomenes, but he was
unmindful of the benefit which he owed to Venus, and
both Atalanta and himself w^ere obliged to atone for his

offence against the goddess. Upon her impulse both

had profaned a sanctuary of Cybele, who with formida-

ble power transformed the criminal couple, united by
the tie of matrimony, into two lions, that under one yoke
drew her chariot,

MINOS.

In the shape of a mettled bull, (which wdth the an-

cients was a favourite symbol of their gods, the bull

being an emblem of power,) Jupiter had ravished Euro-

pa, daughter of Agenor, and brought her to Crete, where
she became the mother of Minos, who, worthy of his

high descent, gave laws to the people, and by wise ar-

rangement formed them into a regular and well govern-

ed state.

According to fiction, Minos, in a grotto on mount Ida,,

had occasional secret converse with his father Jove, the

purport of which he announced to the listenmg people

as the fundamental part of his legislation. In conse-

quence of his wise government and justice, fiction trans-

fers on him, together with his brother and counsellor;

Rhadamanthus, as the most righteous of mortals, the ju-

dicature over the dead in the lower world ; associating

with them ^acus, the father of Peleus, and sometime^

Triptolemus too, the benefactor of mankind.
Minos, the legislator, was at the same time a valiant

and warlike prince, who, sweeping the pirates from the

Mediterranean sea, rendered sailing and commerce safe:.

But the hero, who in various respects was the benefacr

tor ofmankind; was obliged to sustain misfortunes, which
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terness into the cup of his bfe.

The wife of Minos was Pasiphae, a daughter of the

sun, and sister of ^etes. Venus, who bore an old

grudge against this race, because Heüos had discovered

and betrayed her secret intercourse with Mars, instilled

into Pasiphae an unnatural passion for a buU, that Nep-

tune had sent out of the sea. The infamous crime was
committed during the absence of Minos, and Pasiphae

became the parent of a monster, half man and half bull,

which, under the name of the Minotaur, often makes
its appearance in ancient fictions,

Daedalus, the most skilful artist and architect of that

time, on account of a crime committed in his native city

of Athens, had fled to Crete ; and Minos, to hide the

disgrace of his house from the light of day, charged

Dccdalus with erecting that subterranean building with

innumerable windings and mazy walks, which is known
by the name of the Cretan Labyrinth. In the middle

of it was the abode of the Minotaur, visible by those

victims only who were thrown to the monster to be de

voured by him, or by such as had dared to enter the

labyrinth without being able to extricate themselves

aarain, and thus came within the reach of its terrible

inmate.

In the mean while, Androgens, a son of Minos, ac-

companied by many of his friends, had undertaken a

voyage to Athens, to participate in the celebration of the

Athenian games. Having excited there, however, the

jealousy and suspicion of ^geus, the childless king of

Athens, because he had carried the prize in every com-

bat, and gained the applause of the whole people, the

promising son of Minos was assassinated. No sooner

was his father mformed of this new misfortune that had

befallen him, than he went over to Athens with his

whole force, to avenge the heinous and cmel murder.

He first besieged the city of Nisa, where Nisus, a

brother of ^Egeus, was king. NisiiS) ^vith his city, was
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betrayed by his own daughter, Scylla, who, having con-

ceived a tender passion for Minos, in disregard both of

duty and fiUal love, cut otf from the head of her father,

w^hile he was sleeping, a golden lock, by means of

which he had been invincible. She handed this lock,

the strength of her father, to Minos, but instead of gain-

ing favour with the Cretan ruler as she had expected;

she was punished by him according to her deserts : he
employed the gift to his advantage, but tieated the giver

with scorn and contempt.

After the attack on Nisa, which city w^as afterw^ards

called Megara, Minos immediately moved with his army
towards Athens, which, oppressed by drought and fa-

mine, was already groaning under the wTath of the

gods, and its distressful fate. In addition to those

miseries, it was declared by an oracle, that the immor-
tals would not cease to send misfortunes on the city, until

it should have given to Minos ample satisfaction for the

murder committed on his son. Upon this the Athenians
sent ambassadors to the ruler of Crete, who appeared

before him with huml^le demeanour, and supplicated

peace. The hard condition on which this peace w^as

granted, w^as this, that Athens should send annually

seven of its handsomest youths, and seven of its most

beautiful maidens, to Crete, in order, as victims for their

native land, to expiate the murder of Androgens, by be-

coming the prey of the Minotaur.

When Theseus had at last killed this monster, and
fled with Ariadne, the daughter of the Cretan monarch.
Minos, not able to avenge himself in any other man-
ner, shut up the Athenian Daedalus, together with his-'

son, Icarus, in the Labyrinth, the work of his own
hands. The art of Daedalus, however, supplied him
with the means of flying with his son out of prison, and
of reaching Sicily, wdiere he met with a friendly recep-

tion on the part of Cocains, the king of the island.

Minos, who demanded that Doedalus should be de-

livered up to him, having been invited by Cocalus to a
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jieisonal interview, came in compliance with this invita-

tion to Sicily, where he was received by the king with
the appearance of friendship and hospitality, but in the
end was secretly suffocated when bathing. Thus Mi-

nos, the wise legislator, the valiant warrior, the benefac-

tor of mankind, found his death in a foreign country,

while pursumg the artist, who was protected by the

immortals.

• D^DALUS.

At Athens, Minerva's sacred city, plastic art first de-

veloped itself, clamiing an eminent rank among the oc-

cupations of men.
Daedalus, a descendant of the royal race of the Erech-

thides, is said by fiction to have infused fife and mo-
tion into the statues made by him. It was he who first

separated the legs of his statues, which formerly, as is

yet to be seen on Egyptian monuments, were united

together, and who, in like manner, dislodged the arms
from the body, giving his figures a moving attitude. It

is no wonder, therefore, that such a representation, en-

tirely new as it was, should fill everj^ soul with astonish-

ment, and give rise to the saying, that Daedalus' statues

were endowed with motion.

This first step of Daedalus mvolved something lofty

and di\äne, which excited the admiration of posterity,

and immortalized the name of the artist; although its

glory has been tarnished by a black and cruel deed.

Under the guidance of Daedalus, a youth named
Talus, son of the artist's sister, while engaged in the

practice of the art, was one day cutting a piece of wood
\vith the jaw-bone of a snake, when he conceived the

idea of imitating the sharp teeth in iron, and thus be-

came the inventor of the saii\ one of the most useful,

as well as most necessary instruments for man. An-
other invention of Talus was the potter's wheel. Dae-

dalus; jealous of the progress of his pupil, cherished a
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deadly hatred against him, thus showing in the vei \

outset of art, the envy of artists, ahnost inseparable from

art itself. Leading the promising youth to a steep

height, Daedalus, ere the innocent victim of his jealousy

and hatred was aware of his intention, hurled him
down into the abyss, because he wished to take a higher

flight than even his master had attained.

When this infernal deed became known in the city

of Athens, Deedalus, although as an artist he giaced

Minerva's mansion, was condemned to die, and he

would have been executed but for his flight to Crete,

where his divine art contrived the Labyrinth. The
wonderous abode of the Minotaur, which his hands had
reared, became the prison of himself and his son. But
art, even while imprisoned, shakes ofi" her shackles, and

takes her fliglit to the sky. Daedalus attempted what
appeared to all but himself impossible to be performed.

There was but one oudet tluough which he could hope

to escape, and this was in the high, arched ceiling. He
procured for himself by artifice the necessary implements

for making wings, and after having exercised his son

Icarus in the use of them, and given him warning not

to raise himself too high, lest the wax with which the

feathers of his wings were united shovud be melted by
the sun-beams, nor, on the other hand, to pursue too

low a course, lest they should be wetted by the water

of the sea, both father and son took their flight through

the opening of their prison.

Icarus, overjoyed at his sailing through the air like a

])ird, and forgetful of the counsel which his father had
given him, soared in an elevated course toward the

sky, and fell from an immense height, the wax of his

wdngs having melted by the heat of the sun-beams.

The sea, in which he found his death, was called aftei-

him the Icarian. Daedalus, who without pity had hurled

Talus into the abyss, is now obliged, with distress of

soul, to witness the fall of his own son, to whom he can

afford no help.
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He himself descended on Sicily, where he was hospi-

tably received by King Cocains, and defended by him

against the persecution of Minos. Grateful for this hos-

pitality and protection, the artist undertook several great

works, both of architecture and sculpture, in the territo-

ry and for the benefit of King Cocakis. He dug canals

and ponds, he built a castle upon a high rock, levelled

the top of mount Eryx, and consecrated there a golden

cow, formed by his own hands, to the Erycinian Venus.

Long after his time traces of his genius and art were

still found in Sicily, and his name became proverbial to

denote w^hatever is ingenious as well as artificial.

Upon ancient works the representation of Daedalus is

often found, as he is sittmg and nmsing before the arti-

ficial wing, on which he is still labouring with forming

hand.

THESEUS.

iEgeus, a son of the Athenian king, Pandion, re-

maining without childi-en, went to Delphi, to ask advice

of the oracle of Apollo. Pythia bade him-abstain from

intercourse with the sex until his return to Athens, but

this very interdict induced him to trespass against it.

On his return he went to the mansion of his friend,

Pittheus, a son of Pelops, at TrcEzen, where he privately

married the daughter of his host, ^thra. Before he

left Troezen, he concealed his sword and sandals be-

neath a large stone, bidding ^thra, if she should bring

forth a son, not to send him to Athens until he l^ecame

strong enough to lift the stone, under which Ms father's

sword and sandals had been hidden.

iEthra became the mother of Theseus, w^ho was

educated by Connidas, under the inspection of wise Pit-

theus, his grand-father ; and as often as the Athenians

afterwards celebrated the festivals instituted in honour

of Theseus, the name of Connidas, the tutor of the hero,

was mentioned ^vith veneration. When Theseus was
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grown up, his mother showed him the stone, on which
he was to try his strength. Lifting it up, he took from
beneath his father's sword and sandals, with which he
entered upon his journey to Athens.

Imitating the great example of Hercules, whom
the glowing soul of the young hero had embraced as

his model, he chose the more dangerous way by land,

where he had to fight against robbers, who made the

roads unsafe, and treated the strangers that fell into

their hands in the most cruel manner. When The-
seus, armed with his father's good sword, was passing

on his way from TrcEzen, on the isthmus, tln-ough the

country of Epidaurus, he first met with Periphetes, fa-

mous for his cruelty, who, tiTisthig to his gigantic

strength, laid wait for travellers with no other weapon
than a club, which, however, was the terror of all the

country around. Theseus, assaulted by him, stretched

him to the ground by the aid of his good sword, and
ever after carried the club of his foe in remembrance of

his first victory.

Upon the isthmus of Corinth he fought a still more
cruel murderer, Sinnis, who was called the bender of

the pines, because it was his barbarous dehght to

fasten strangers between two pines, bent to the ground,

which he suddenly let fly asunder, so that the bodies

of the unfortunate victims were torn to pieces. The-
seus conquered the monster, and obhged him to un-

dergo the punishment which his cruelty and crimes

deserved, by putting him to death in the same manner
in which he had been accustomed to torment his fellow-

ereatures.

Theseus likemse delivered the countries through
which he passed from monsters, killing among others

the Cromyonian swine, wliich, wasting every where the

fields, and ihreatening destruction to the inhabitants,

was both a plague and a terror to the land. When he
arrived at the borders of Megara, he fought with Sciron,

vanvßiished him, and hurled him horn the same steep
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mck down into the sea, from which the tyrant had been
in the habit, for many years, of throwing the travellers

who frequented that road.

In Eleusis, Theseus fought with the robber Cercyon,

whom he vanquished and killed
;
and upon his arrival,

a short distance fiuther, at Hermione. he found the for-

midable Damastes, who, from the particular kind of

cruelty with which he abused foreigners, was called

Procrustes, i. e. the Stretcher. For this tyrant is said

to have had two iron bed-steads, of different lengths, in

which he placed the strangers that arrived within his

reach, and in such a manner as to lay the short ones into

the long bed-stead, and those who were of a larger sta-

ture into the short one. He then stretched the former

by force to the extremity of the bed-stead, and cut

off the feet and legs of the latter as far as they reached
beyond their couch of torture. Theseus, after having
subdued him in a combat, subjected him to the same
pain with which he had afflicted others, and then de-

livered the earth from the monster.

It seems as if fiction aimed here at representing the

violation of the rights of hospitality in its most heinous

light ; for what can be imagined more cruel and bar-

barous, than to change the very place of repose into a
rack. It was the sacredness of hospitality, under the

protection of which men could first conmiune with each
other, and contribute to their mutual civilization. To
rid the earth of such as violated those sacred rights, and
^-hereby hindered the progress of education among man-
kind, was a task worthy of the heroes, whose proper re-

ward it is and must be, that their names are immor-
tahzed as the names of benefactors of the world.

When Theseus arrived at Athens, he was recognised

and acknowledged by ^geus as his son and successor

©n the royal throne
;
upon which the sons of Pallas, the

brother of jEgeus, who had already flattered themselves

with the hope of succeeding their childless imcle in the

16
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government of Athens, excited a revolt, which, however,

was quelled by Theseus in its rise.

It was then the third year that the Athenians had
been obhged to send the sad tribute of fourteen of its

handsomest children to Crete, as an atonement for the

murder committed on Androgens, the son of Minos ; and
as long as the monster, Minotaur, was alive, the Athe-

nians durst not hope to be released from this tribute.

When, therefore, the youths and maidens had drawn
the lots of death, and, as the destined victims of the

present year, were embarking, Theseus voluntarily

offered himself as one of their number, in the hope of

conquering the Minotaur by the heroism of his soul and
the strength of his arm.

Before his departure, Theseus made a vow to ApoUoj
to send annually to his temple on the island of Delos, a
ship laden with offerings and presents, if he should be

successful in his undertaking ; and upon inquiring of

the oracle what the event should be, he received for an-

swer, that if he would choose love for his guide, it shouJd

be successful. It was agreed upon between him and
his father, that on the return of the ship a white sail, in-

stead of the black one usually hoisted, should announce
at a distance the issue of his adventure, should it prove

to be happy.

The vessel, wafted by favourable winds, soon arrived

at Crete, where, when the victims were presented to

Minos, the eyes of Ariadne, his royal daughter, rested

upon Theseus, whose noble stature and beauty made
an impression on her heart, never to be erased. The-
seus chose love for his guide, receiving from the hands
of Ariadne the clew that made him secure of a passage

out of the Ijabyrinth. Holding Ariadne's thread in his

hand, he followed his companions, confidently descend-

ed into the mazes of the subterranean building, where,

as soon as he had found the Minotaur, he began a des-

perate fight with the monster, and killed him. aided by
the advice that Ariadne had given him.
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With the death of the monster the Athenians were
freed from the horrible tribute which they had paid

twice with their own children, and theii- sons and daugh-
ters, already destined to die a cruel death, owed their

preservation to Theseus. The expression of theii* grati-

tude became a favourite subject of plastic art, in ancient

as well as in modern times. A picture, found in the

old city of Herculaneum, in Italy, shows the hero sur-

rounded by tender boys, who had been saved from
death by his exertions, and who, in gratitude, are em-
bracing his knees and kissing his hands.

Ariadne fled with her beloved Theseus to the island

of Naxos, where, hovvcver, Theseus was forced by the

will of the gods to desert her, because Bacchus himself

liad been captivated by her charms. The god found

her sleeping at night in the open air, and when she

awoke, he cast, in token of his divinity, the golden

crown which she wore on her head, toward the sky.

where it immediately shone as a splendid constellation,

and bore witness to the marriage of Bacchus and Ari-

adne.

Before Theseus returned to Athens, he sailed to the

island of Delos, in order to pay his vow to Apollo. At
the same time he consecrated there to Venus, in grati-

tude for the assistance he had received from her, a statue

made by Deedalus
;
and to preserve the memory of his

\4ctory over the Minotaur, he instituted in Delos a
dance, in which the windings of the Labyrinth were
imitated.

The sacred vow which Theseus had made to the god
of Delos was, long after his death, always fulfilled by
the Athenians with the greatest care. In the very same
ship in which the hero had returned from Crete, ambas-
sadors, crowned with oUve wreaths, were sent every
year to Delos

;
and to make the vessel, as it w^ere, ever-

lasting, she was always carefully refitted whenever any
part had been injured by time, so that she became at

last a different ship from that which had borne These-
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us, although she was still considered as the same. Nor
was it permitted at Athens to put any criminal to deati)

while this ship was on her passage to and from Delos :

a ciicumstance which long afterwards spared, for a

short time, the life of the divine Socrates. It was a law^

worthy of the sublime sentiments of the Athenians
during their better times, that, while the delivery of

their children from destruction was celebrated, no one

should become a victim of violent death.

From Delos, Theseus steered directly to Athens, to

announce there the happy issue of his enterprise, which
was still to teniiinate in a tragical event. For when
iEgeus, standing on a high rock near the sea-shore,

and looking with anxiety over the waters for the return-

ing ship, descried at last a black sail, which the pilot

had forgotten to exchange for a white one, he threw
himself in despair into the sea, which was called after

his name, the iEgean.

Theseus was received with loud applause by the Athe-

nians, as their protector and deliverer from a tribute of the

most distressful kind
; and succeeding his father on the

royal throne, he availed himself of the affection of his

people to introduce a wise course of government, as well

as an improved code of laws. Indeed, he may be called

the creator of the Athenian state, because he united

the people who had lived until his day scattered and in

small districts, by bringing them into one compact body
in the city, wliich he divided into certain sections ; he

also settled the borders of the Athenian territory by
treaties with the neighbouring tribes. And because he

had succeeded in modelling the people according to his

views, he instituted the religious service of Peitho^ the

goddess of persuasion.

After having accomplished his task as a royal magis-

trate and legislator, Theseus gave an example of mag-
nanimity, which rendered him worthy of the admira-

tion of all successive ages. Divesting himself volunta

rily of tlie greater part of his authority, he endeavoured.
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iii compliance with the voice of an oracle, to prepare

Athens for becoming a republic. In honour of Nep-
tune, whom fame called his father, he renewed the Isth-

mean games, and as all Greece assembled at the cele-

bration of them, he contributed in this way to promote
intercourse and general improvement among the people.

Nevertheless, Theseus did not rest from warhke occu-

pations. He accompanied Hercules on his expedition

against the Amazons, and was rewarded for his services

by this hero with the hand of the captive queen, An-
tiope, who presented him with a son, named Hippol)^-

tus. When the Amazons afterwards made an invasion

into the territory of Attica, they were vanquished by
Theseus a second time.

An amiable feature in the history of this hero is.

the inseparable friendship which united him with Piri

ihous. Pirithous was a Thessalian prince, who ruled

over the Lapithaj, The friendship subsisting between
the two heroes originated thus. Jealous of each other's

celebrity, they one day tried their valour and strength

in a combat, until, affected by mutual esteem and re-

gard, they suddenly ceased fighting, embraced each

other, and formed that union of friendship which no time

t'ould dissolve.

There was now no danger too great for Theseus and
Pirithous to brave ; none that could separate the heroesa

Pirithous was involved in a war with the Centaurs, a
Thessalian nation, whom fiction, because of their fight

i[ig on horseback, represents as beings who were half

men and half horses. When Pirithous was going to

marr}^ Hippodamia, in addition to Hercules, Theseus,

and several other renowned chiefs, he invited also to the

wedding feast the most distinguished of the Centaurs^

after having made a truce with them. Heated by wine,

they began a quarrel during the repast, threatened to

carry away Hippodamia, and would have made good
their threat but for Hercules and Theseus, who va-

liantly assisted Pirithous, and punished the haughty
16*
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pride of the Centaurs, not only on that occasion, but

afterwards also in a regular battle. This is the fa

mous quarrel between the Centaurs and Lapithse, so

often a subject of poetry, as well as of art, with the an-

cients.

Neither did Pirithous and Theseus forsake one an-

other, when the question was to win the objects of their

lender affections and wishes. Pirithous assisted These-

us in ravishing Helena, the sister of the Dioscuri ; and
the latter lent his aid to Pirithous, when he had resolved

on descending into the lower world, and by ravishing

Proserpina herself, to take vengeance, as it were, on

Pluto, for having deprived him of his wife, Hippodamia.

There is a deep sense liidden in this latter fiction. The
undertaking was one which inevitably involved the

most imminent danger, and Theseus, faithful to hi>

uiend even unto death, descended with him

" To the seat of desolation, A'cid of light."

There the daring deed miscarried, and Pluto kept them
?x)th prisoners in chains, until Hercules loosened the

bands of Theseus ; but he strove in vain to free Piri

thous, and thus death separated the most faithful of

friends.

This loss was the forerunner of many misfortune?

which afterwards befel Theseus, embittering the rest of

his days. It had been the common lot of the greatest

heroes, to end their life in a tragical manner, and from it

Theseus was not exempted.

When he came back to Athens, he found the fickle

and ungrateful people excited against him by his ene-

mies, and, while he was struggling against the pub-

lic enemy, a domestic foe arose in the bosom of his fami-

ly. After Antiope's death, Theseus had married Phee

tha, a daughter of Minos, and sister of Ariadne. Ve-

nus, directing her hatred of Pasiphae against her daugh-

t^ also, instilled into Pheedra a ciiminal love towards
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her step-soiij Hippolytus
;
which, however, soon turned

into furious hatred, when tiie virtuous youth indignant-

ly refused to lend his ear to her flatteries, or to return

her caresses. She calumniated Hippolytus to his fa-

ther, charging him with the very crime which she her-

self had intended to perpetrate
;
and Theseus, inflamed

Avith rash anger, was hurried to imprecations against

his innocent son, who at that time was riding in his

chariot near the sea-shore. Neptune had promised
Theseus infalUbly to grant him three requests ; and
scarcely had the curse escaped from the unfortunate fa-

ther's lips, when a sea-monster rose Irom the deep, at

the sight of which the horses of Hippolytus started, and
throwing off their driver, dragged him to death. When
Pheedi-a heard of the fate which had befallen her inno-

cent victim, in bitter repentance she put an end to her

life, and Theseus, discovering too late the innocence of

his son, was nigh to despair.

Meanwhile, the discontent of the Athenian people had
risen still higher, and Theseus, oppressed by his mis-

fortunes as well as their ingratitude, banished himself

from Athens, uttering, before he went on board the ship

that w^as to carry him to a foreign country, the bitter-

est curses against the Athenians. The place where
this happened was afterwards called the place of im-
precations.

The unfortunate old man hoped to be permitted to

live out the rest of his life in external quiet in the isle of

Scyros ; but the treacherous Lycomedes, who was king
of the island, violated, through fear of the enemies of

Theseus, the sacred rights of hospitality. Under the

pretext of showing his guest the island, he conducted
him to the summit of a steep rock, and hurled him
down unawares.

Long after his death, the Athenians built temples and
altars in honour of Theseus, revering him as a demi-
god, bringing him offerings, and instituting festivals to

hi? memory. The coffin in which the earthly remains
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of Theseus had been deposited, was found on tlie island

of Scyros, some time after his death, and those who
were then hving were astonished at its immense size.

His temple at Athens, in which the deeds of the hero

were partly represented in pictures, was called Theseiim.

Its ruins may be seen even in our days.

Thus has been honoured by posterity that godlike

race of men, in whose bosoms the spark of Prometheus
liad enkindled a glowing and sacred flame.

BEINGS WHO FORM THE CONNECTING LINK BE-

TWEEN THE GODS AND MEN.

As soon as fiction descends from heaven to earth,

divine beings grow more numerous. Imagmation dis-

covers life every where, in fountains, in groves, and in

hills, and ascribes to this hfe corporeal form, according to

her pleasure. In this manner all nature, both inanimate

and living, becomes at last sacred
; Deity fills the Whole,

and the Whole is Deity, revealing herself only in diffe-

rent forms, and under different shapes. In the midst oi

all stands iman, hearing

from the steep

Of echoing hill, or thicket,

Celestial voices through the midnight air."*

Be it that this world, which Imagiiiation has cieated

here, is nothing but an airy castle ; who can deny tha(

it is pleasing to the sight, however unsuitable it is for o

lesidence.

GENII, DEMONS.

According to the idea of the ancients, man was inti-

mately connected with the Deity, by means of the genii,

or tutelary beings. The highest divinity multiplies her-

* Paradise Lost, Book IV. 660, ss.
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self, as it were, in these beings ; like a guardian angel,

leading in her hand every individual mortal through,

hfe, from the hour of his birth to that of his death. In

this sense it was, that man swore by his Jupiter, and
woman by her Juno, speaking of their own genius or

particular tutelary deity.

On their birth-days the ancients brought offerings to

their respective genii, who were represented in the shape

of handsome youths, having their lieads crowned with

flowers. Thus man, followmg the motions of his heart,

venerated in himself something higher and diviner, than

he could find and clearly understand in his being's Hmit-

ed individuahty, bringing to " this great unknown of

himself," offerings as a god, and thus by his veneration

compensating for his indistinct knowledge of himself^

and of his divine origin.

Accordii^g to another fiction, the souls of the departed,

particularly of those ivho lived in tlie golden age, and
were thought to havi& returned to the great Spirit of life

in perfect purity and innocence, were the tutelary beings

of the Uving.

•^ MUSES.

Fiction calls these celestial beings children of Jupi-

ter and Mnemosyne. Mnemosyne, who has already

been mentioned among the ancient deities, was a Ti-

tanide, a daughter of Heaven and Earth, and sister of

Saturn. By the union of heavenly and terrestrial in-

fluences, Memory, the mother of all reflection, as well as

of all knowledge, was born in her. During nine days

and nine nights lofty Jove remained in intimate union

with Mnemosyne, and she became the mother of the

nine Muses.

One of the most ancient bards thus sings the praises

of the nine sisters :
'• They pour on the lips of the man

who is favoured by them, the dew of soft persuasion
j

they bestow wisdom on him, that he may be a judge
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and an umpire among his people, and give himaenown
among the nations. And the poet who wanders on
mountahi-tops, and in lonely dales, is inspired by ihem
with divine strains, which dispel sorrow and grief from
the breast of every mortal."

The names of the Muses denote music, joy, dance,

song, and love ; they are,

Clio, Terpsichore,
Melpomene, Euterpe,

. .?'.*/' Thalia, Erato,
^ # % -•*'. Calliope, Urania,

Polyhymnia.
Music, song, and dance, are, properly speaking, their

employments ;
in later times, however, playful fiction has

attributed to each of the sisters a particular occupation.

Thus, Clio becomes the Muse of history ; Calliope of

epic poetry ; Melpomene of tragedy, and Thalia of

comedy
;
on Pol3'hYmriia-s lips.dMells eloquence

; Ura-
nia's face turned towards the skyfTeipibraces the course

of the stars ; and the other three, Euterpe, Terpsichore,

and Erato, divide music, song, and dance among them :

Euterpe plays on the flute, Terpsichore rejoices in the

dance, and Erato sings the sweet lays of love^• Ye(
these particular occupations are sometimes confounded
in the fictions.

The principal abodes of the Muses were the celebra-

ted mountains Parnassus, Pindus, and Helicon, lu

their sacred grove on Helicon rose the fountain Aganip-
pe, and higher, on the top of tlie mount, bubbled the

inspiring Hippocrene, which had guslied forth fron]

imder the hoof of Pegasus. On the descent of Parnas-

sus the Castalian spring gave rise to a meandering
brook ; and in Macedonia's mountains, Pimplea sent

forth her living waters in never ceasing plenty. All

these fountains and brooks were the sacred retreats in

Avhich the divine sisters, on whose lips the stream of

song and sweet eloquence never died, passed their time

on earth.
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The Muses were called Pierides, from the country

i)f Pieria, in Macedonia, in which they were bom.
Among the celestials, Apollo is most intimately connect-

ed with them, and he presides over the sister-choir, when
on mount Parnassus they take their golden harps.

" And with preamble sweet

Of charming symphony, they introduce

Their sacred song, and waken raptures high.

No voice exempt ; no voice but well could join

Melodious part."*

From thus presiding over and leading the choir oi"

the Muses, Apollo received the name of Musagetes. In
this character is the god represented by the plastic art

of the ancients, clothed in a long, flowing garment, very

like that of a female, and which in olden times was the

festive attire of the bards. Modern art too, did not fail

to profit by this beautiful delineation.

Hercules also, under the name of Musagetes, was ve-

nerated b)^ the ancients as leader of the Muses. This
fact will the less surprise us, if we consider, that accord-

ing to various writers, and prir.cipally Plato in his Re-
public, the science of harmony, together with wisdom
and bodily strength, was the most desirable acquisition

for a Greek; and, therefore, tliat music, philosophy, and
regidar corporal exercises, went hand in hand in his

education, in order to gain its three great ends, viz. to

cultivate the feelings of his heart, to unfold the under-

standing of his mind, and to strengthen and diiect the

will of his soul Philosophy there was none in the days

of Hercules, but in his person music could be combined
with strength, as both were found united in the person

of Achilles.

The Muses were once challenged by the Sirens to a
contest in singing. They easily obtained the victory

over their rivals, and punished their arrogance by pluck-

ing the feathers out of their wings, wearing tliem after-

wards on their heads, as a sign of superiority.

* Paradise Lost, Book III. 367, ss.
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Upon an ancient monument a Siren is representedj

from her waist upward a beautiful maiden, and down-
ward shaped like a fowl, wearing two large wings on
her shoulders, and carrying in her hands two flutes.

She is turning a mournful countenance toward a Muse,

who, standing behind her, triumphantly holds with her

one hand the wing of the Siren, while with the other

she plucks out the largest feathers.

The song of the Muses Avas faithful and true, but false

and seducing were the flattering notes of the Sirens ; as

their maiden-like form ended in the foul shape of a
monster, so the sweet sounds of their voices beguiled un-

wary mariners to death and ruin. The fiction, there-

fore, of the vanquished Sirens is significant ; the victory

of truth over falsehood is here also indicated.

Presumption and arrogance in the use of talents of

art are always severely punished in ancient fictions.

The Satyr Marsyas was flayed by Apollo for having

ventured on a contest with the god, thinking to suipass

the harp with his flute ;
and Thamyris, the Thracian

bard, who, vain of his talents both in music and poetry,

dared challenge the daughters of Mnemosyne themselves,

was punished by them with blindness and the loss of

his lyre, in other words, of his poetical ability.

One single Muse, shown by creative art either with

a scroll, or two flutes, or a lyre in her hand, often repre-

sents in her person all the nine sisters. Yet whenever
they are distinguished individually, the parchment-scroll

signifies either Clio, the Muse of history, or Polyhym-
nia, the Muse of eloquence. The two flutes indicate

Euterpe, the Muse of harmony ; and the lyre, Erato,

the Muse of lyric poesy. Melpomene, the Muse of

tragedy, is known by her tragic mask, and the comic

indicates Thalia, the Muse of comedy. Calliope, the

Muse of epic poetry, is distinguished by a trumpet, and
Terpsichore by her dancing attitude. Umnia, who
measures the course of the stars, turns hei eyes upward
to the sky.
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All tliese different representations, however, have
been arbitrarily used by the ancients. The great num-
ber of the Muses is to indicate the harmony of the

fine arts, that go hand in hand in sisterly union, and
must not be rigorously separated from each other. In
modern times it has been attempted to assign, with pe-

dantic accuracy, to each Muse her own particular avoca-

tion ;
but the imagination of the ancients acknowledged

here no limitation. Upon ancient marble coffins the

whole sisterhood of the Pierides are to be seen represent-

ed in various mamiers and different attitudes. A series

of wall-pictures among the antiquities of Herculaneum.
is the only monument which exliibits the nine sisters,

accurately distinguished from each other, because the

name of every one is placed beneath her figure. The
latter circumstance, however, seems to suggest, that the

artist himself did not consider the external characters

of his Muses sufficient to designate them, even accord-

ing to the ideas of his own times.

CUPIDS, EROTES.

The divine person of Awor, or rather Cujnd, is like-

wise midtiplied by the imagination of the ancients

;

those little cupids, or genii of love, who every where ap-

pear in ancient fictions, are, as it were, sparks of his

being.

Poetry is inexhaustible in beautiful emblematic re-

presentations of the all-conquering god. Thus we find

him represented as he is breaking Jupiter's thunder-

bolt
;
or as he is arrayed in the lion-skin of Hercules,

and armed with his club ; or as he is stepping on the
helmet of Mars, whose shield and spear are lying at his

feet ; or, finally, as he is riding on a üon, taming the
beast by the strains of his lyre—a beautiful emblem of
the combined power of love and music.

Under the Greek appellations, Eros and Anteros^ love

and lovG requited^ ancient art represents two cupids. con -

17
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lending for the possession of a palm-branch, to signify

zeal in mutual love.

Ancient gems and pictures show us the cupids in a
vast variety of occupations. One of these monuments
exhibits a cupid, sitting on an elm-tree, to which the

vine is wedded, and gathering grapes, while two others

stand under the tree, waiting for a gift from their brother.

They are found hunting, fishing, managing the oar on
the water, as well as directing the chariot by land, and
even busied with mechanical employments. Since, how-
ever, every occupation had, according to the ideas of

old, its particular genius, the fiction of the cupids loses

itself in the idea of the genii, so that these tender beings

of imagination are often mtermingled.

THE GRACES.

The eminently dazzling charms of the powerfid god-

dess of Love are multiplied in the Graces.

These three charming beings descended from heaven
for the benefit of mortal men, ' instilling into their bo-

soms the lovely feelings of gratitude and mutual benevo-

lence, and gracing their persons with the precious gift

of pleasing.

They were children of Jupiter and Eurynome, the

beautiful daughter of Oceanus, and their names were
Aglaia, Thalia, and Euphrosyne. Temples and altars

rose every where to their lionour
;
every age and every

profession solicited their favour
; arts and sciences paid

homage to them ; their altars were never without fra-

grant incense, and at every joyful repast their names
were mentioned with veneration.

Associated in friendly union with Love and the

Muses, they had often a temple in common with the

foimer, and still oftener with the latter. Tn Olympus
they surrounded the throne of Jupiter. In heaven and
on earth their dominion was acknowledged, and their

influence, without which beauty itself is but a dead pic-
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Iure, was respected and honoured. In the dancing atti-

tude of the three graceful sisters, the charms of personal

dignity, of elegant movement, of attitude and counte-

nance, by which beauty gains the soul of man, are ex-

pressed ; and walking hand in hand as loving sisters,

they indicate also every tender emotion of a heart over-

flowing with affection, friendship, and benevolence.

The happy influence which the rehgious veneration

of these lovely and significant beings exercised on the

ideas and feelings of the ancients, is to be recognised in

the whole hfe of the Greeks, as well as in their works
of art and science. The favour of the Graces was no-

where to be dispensed with, and in order to intimate-

that to make even the most extravagant formations of

fancy agreeable, Grace must be concealed, hollow sta-

tues of Satyrs were formed, within which were to be

found little figures of the Graces.

HOR^, SEASONS.

Under the name of Horae, tlie ancient fictions com-
prise, in the first place, the genii of justice, the children

of Jupiter and Themis ; and then the Seasons, which,
by a just partition, as it were, of their benefits, preserve,

in continual change, the equipoise of nature.

The dancing Hora?, following one another in measur-
ed steps, are an emblem of fleeting time. As friends

and companions of the Graces, they often mingle with
them in a common choir. They stand likev/ise around
Jupiter's throne, and their legular business is to open
and shut the gates of heaven, and every morning to

yoke the steeds to the chariot of the sun.

Winkelmann's monuments contain a representation

of three Horee, taken from an antique work in marble.
One of them, crowned with palm-leaves, and standing
before an altar, bearing fruits in her hands, signifies

Autumn ; another, before whose feet a flower has
sprung up, is an emblem of Spring ; and the third^
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near whom, on a pile of stones, like an altar, a little

fire is seen, intimates Winter. Under the serene and
mild sky of Greece, summer and autumn vary but httle

in temperature, as well as in products, and, therefore,

one emblem was sufficient for both. The Athenians

had originally only two Seasons, ThaUo and Carpo,

blossom and fruit, the whole year having been divided

by them into spring and autumn-

NYMPHS.

The imagination of the ancients, fond of connecting

the idea of something divine with objects that are strong

and lasting, and outlive the generations of men, as the

firmly rooted mountain, the ever-flowing spring, and the

solid oak, attributed to hills and fountains, to forests,

and even to single trees, immortal souls ;
for in this light

may those beings be considered, who, under the name
of Nymphs, were thought to animate them.

Thus the Oread roams on the mountains, pursuing

with her sisters, in the retinue of Diana, the tracks of

the deer, closing her heart to every tender affection, like

the unyielding deity whom she follows.

In the lonely hour of noon, the INaiad sat with her

water pitcher at her spring, sending fortli from it the

warbling brook. Although less cruel than their moun-
tain-sisters, the caresses of the Naiads proved dangerous.

They embraced handsome Hylas, the favourite of Her-

cules, w^hen he was getting water, and drew him down
into the fountain.

In the sacred gloom of the forest the Dryads abode,

while the Hamadryad lived within her own single tree,

with w^hich she was born, and with which she died.

Whoever, therefore, spared a tree, laid the Nymph
that dwelt in it under an obligation for her life.

In this manner inanimate nature itself became an

object of sympathetic benevolence to man.
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SATYRS.

The forest, with its shades and deep recesses, is the

scene also of those wanton beings, called Satyrs, whose
human shape is disfigured by the liorns and feet of a
goat. They are, as it were, the middle Unk, which in

nature's great chain connects the brute creation with the

human world.

The slender foot of a goat is, in a burlesque manner,
joined to a human form in these beings, and a similar

contrast exhibits youthful wantonness and careless levi-

ty, blended with the higher spirit that dwells in them.

Although mortal, they are raised superior to the cares

and sorrows of men.
Behef in the existence of these beings, as well as of

all others of the same kind, must necessarily subsist the

longer, because it was not permitted to behold a Nymph
or a Satyr unpunished. Thus, instead of endeavouring
to ascertain the truth or falsehood of their existence^,

every one shunned the sight of them, avoiding such
places as, according to report, they had chosen for their

haunts. It was the inspired poet alone, who, amidst

lonely rocks, beheld in the train of Bacchus, Nymphs
and Satyrs listening to the instruction of the god, and
goat-footed Satyrs with erect and pointed ears.

In the Satyrs, art has attempted to represent human.
form bordering as near as possible on brutal shape. A
Satyr, exhibited upon an antique gem, as he is contend-

ing with a he-goat, and pushing him, is scarcely dis-

tinguishable from that animal, except by his body and
arms, the shape of the goat being extended, even to

the face, wliich, although human, betrays the nature of

the brute.

These comic creatures intermingling with Nymphs.
Genii, and Cupids, produce in the train of Bacchus an
agreeable contrast ; and it would seem as if they were
a neeessarv part of those groups, and of the divine for
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mations in general ; fiction being brought to perfection,,

as it were, by these half-divine and half-brutish beingg.

Avhose countenances expressed both laughter and mocke-
ry, with a mixture of concupiscence.

FAUNS.

The Fauns differ from the Satyrs, at least according

to the technical language of modern times. They are

represented entirely in human form, but with erect and
pointed ears, and the tail of a goat. Yet a Faun is

easily to be recognised, even without these external

marks, by his rough, ignoble features, indicative of his

mean, lascivious temper, and his inordinate desires.

Still there are some ancient monuments, which show
Fauns of admirable beauty, in whose features that half-

brutish, sensual temper, is but slightly indicated.

Both the form and character of the Faun offer an

inexhaustible source of representations to the ancient ar-

tists ; and the chisel as well as the pencil is frequently

employed in exhibiting the ridiculous being, either as

he dances, or as he sits occupied in wreathing gar-

lands, or as he plays with his goats, or as he rocks his

little ones upon his knees, and in many other different

attitudes. A great waste of time and art is often dis-

played in the representation of the Fauns, and their va-

rious occupations. To the most attractive monuments
of antique art in this style, belong the following : an

old Faun dancing his little one on his foot ; another,

turning the wheel of a well, to draw water for a Nymph,
who, in the mean while, holds his thyisus ;

two Fauns,

sitting opposite each other, one occupied in drawing a

thorn out of the other's foot ; another, allowing a young
Faun to drink out of a wine-pitcher.

All these different exhÜDitions show that carelessness

is the chief feature in the character of these fictitious be-

ings. Thus they are distinguished from men, and re-

.^emble the gods, according to the words of the ancient



MORITZ' MYTHOLOGY. 199

bard : -^on mortal man the celestials heaped much trouble

and paiii, but they themselves are free from cares."

PAN.

The whole race of Satyrs and Fauns is included at

once, as it were, in the divine person of Pan ; and thus

this fiction of the imagination exhibits its perfect unity.

The form of this personage is not essentially different

from theirs. He is represented as an elderly person,

but with a strong, muscular figure
;

his legs and thighs

are covered with hair ; he has the horns, feet, and tail

of a goat ; and a long, neglected beard hangs down upon
his breast. He commonly wears the spotted skin of a

fawn round his shoulders, and carries a crook, or the

pastoral flute, with seven tubes, in his hand.

To this flute fiction assigns the following origin.

When Pan, inflamed by love, was pursuing the Nymph
Syrinx, and the course of tlie latter was stopped by the

river Ladon, through the compassion of the celestials-

she became suddenly metamorphosed, and Pan tenderly

embraced, instead of her, a bundle of reeds. The wind
blowing into the reeds, produced mournful sounds, which
Pan endeavoured to revive by putting together seven

reed-tubes, each shorter than the other. Thus he in-

vented the shepherd's flute, called Syrinx, after the name
of the transformed Nymph.

According to the common fiction. Pan is a son of Mer-

cury, and, like his father, born in Arcadia, where was
his principal abode on mount Lycseus. Other fictions

gave hiin a place with the ancient deities, among whom
he, in a certain mysterious manner, signifies universal

nature. The crooked shepherd's rod, which Pan bears

in his hand, is also said to be not without its secret

signification, indicating by its shape the return of the

season?, and the rotation of things.

Pan was imasfined to be a beino^ half beneficent and
half to be dreaded ; and for the very reason that the
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idea of him was so wavering, he became a kind of bug
bear to the miagination of man. Any noise which
reached the ear through nightly silence, and could not

be explained in a natural way, or terrible voices that

were heard, or thought to be heard from the lonely shore

of the sea, or the bank of a river, were ascribed to Pan
;

and hence every terror that was caused by an unknown
object, or of which the cause lay merely in the imagi-

nation, was called a panic terror.

Although herdsmen and shepherds dreaded the sight

of Pan, yet they venerated him as the tutelary deity of

themselves, and of their flocks and herds, and brought

liim frequent offerings.

The iEgipans and Panisci, called after Pan, were
genii of forests and woods, shaped like the Satyrs with

goat feet.

SYLVANUS,

A deity worshipped by the nations of Latium, differs

in external appearance from Pan only in this respect,

that, in order to inthnate night in the forest, he bears a

jjranch of cypress in his hand, which may also be consi-

dered as alluding to the joyless and melancholy nature

of his abode, that rendered him an object of terror to

peasants and shepherds.

There is an antique gem preserved in one of the Eu-
ropean museums, generally known under the name of

the Seal-ring of Michael Angelo, which is one of the

finest specimens of hthotomy ever made, exhibiting in

a very moderate compass all the above mentioned infe-

rior divine beings, Nymphs, Cupids, Satyrs, and FaunSj

united and mingled m one beautiful group.

Two vines, wedded to two elm trees, foim by their

tendrils a bower, over which two Cupids, hovering

on their wings, spread a cover of cloth. In the

midst of the whole group the noble form of a man is

seen, holding a horse by the bridle. Three female
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figures are carrying baskets filled with grapes on their

heads, while two others are sitting and attending to a
little child. With this group of the sitting figures a
Faun is associated, who, cowering on his knees, is

pouring wine, brought by a boy behind him, from a
pitcher into a vessel, while a Satyr, who stands at his

side, is winding his horn. The Cupid on the one
elm is reaching from above into a basket with fruits,

which one of the females carries on her head, while

that on the other is presented by a Nymph with a cup
of wine.
The whole charming picture relates, probably, to

the education of young Bacchus, which had been com
mitted to the Nymphs.

PENA.TES, LARES,

These were a kind of genii, or tutelary beings, pe-

culiar to the Romans. Every city, every family, and
every single house had, with the ancients, its particular

tutelary deity or deities, to whose immediate protection

its dearest concerns were intrusted.

The Lares, or domestic deities, were commonly two
in number, who had their abode on the sacred hearth,

and were represented as youths, with hats on their

heads, travelling staves in their hands, and dogs at their

sides. They were crowned with flowerets, and re-

ceived offerings of the food which was prepared upon the

hearth. Being witnesses of domestic happiness, or do-

mestic misfortune, they hallowed the conunon events

of every day by their presence, rendering, as it were,

every house a temple.

PRIAPUS.

As nothing was considered by the ancients as impure

or unhallowed, which is bidden by nature, the mysteries

of propagation were regarded by them as something sa^



202

cred and divine ; and the god Priapus, a son of Venus
and Bacchus, who was the symbol of that law which

is the source of human offspring, had in his peculiar

form nothing offensive to their feelings.

Priapus, whose statue, sometimes hewn in stone,

sometimes only carved in wood, and formed from the

waist downward into a tapering pillar, commonly stood

in gardens and fields, crowned with a wreath of herbs,

and bearing a crooked knife in its hand, was likewise

the guardian of vineyards, fields, and orchards. Milk,

honey, and wine, were offered to him as sacrifices, that

he might bless the fruits, and frighten away thieves.

Without prejudice to the v eneration shown to this god,

the idea of frightful deformity and ughness was con-

nected with his person, and his statue not seldom served

as a scarecrow.

TERMINUS.

Terminus was worshipped by the Romans as the

guardian of landmarks. He had neither a particular

temple, nor a particular statue, and was represented only

by a square stone, or a log of wood. The sacrifices of-

fered to him, consisted of the first fruits of corn, and
cakes made of flour.

Besides Terminus, there were several other divine be-

ings, of inferior rank, the worship of whom was pe-

culiar to the Romans, and who may be briefly mention-

ed here.

PALES,

The goddess of Shepherds, is commonly represented

as a venerable matron. Although sh? presided over

the flocks, yet her worsiiip was also a bloodless one

:

milk, with cakes made of millet, was the sacrifice offered

to her.
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FLORA,

The goddess of flowers, is represented as a young*,

handsome female, whose head is crowned with a chap-

let, and whose robe is decorated with garlands of flow-

ers. She was supposed to be the ^\ife of the handsome
god Zephyrus.

POMONA,

Who presided over the fruits, was the wife of Ver-

tumnus. She is also represented in the prime of youth
and beauty, decorated with the blossoms of fruit-trees,

and bearing at the same time a branch, loaded with
fmits, in her hand.

FERONIA,

An inferior goddess, or guardian deity of woods and
groves. It is related of her, that when a grove near

mount Soracte, in Etruria, which was sacred to her,

took fire, and the inhabitants of the adjoining country
hastened to rescue her statue from the flames, the god-

dess immediately restored to the grove its former verdure.

Feronia was also regarded by the manumitted slaves as

that being who took them under her particular pro-

tection.

^ COMUS.

This was the god of gay humour, meny jests, and
cheerful enjoyment of life. Consequently he presided at

nightly banquets, and, in general, at all social feasts.

In allusion to his midnight revelries, he is represented

with heavy head and drowsy mien, bearing a half-ex-

tinguished torch in his hand. Thus the ancients con-
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sidered the genius of cheerful enjoyment of hfe as not

unworthy of a place in the series of their divine beings.

MOMUS.

He is said to be the son of Night and Sleep, and
merely occupied in censuring the actions of the other

deities in the most sarcastic manner.

HYMEN.

H)rmen, the god or genius of matrimony, was the

son of Bacchus and Venus Urania. He is represented

as a handsome youth, wearing a wreath of roses round
his head, and carrying in one hand the nuptial torch,

while he holds a veil in the other. At every nuptial-

feast he was celebrated in hymns chanted to his honour

;

and his presence hallowed the sacred union of the hap-

py couple, as well as the joys of the wedding repast.

ORPHEUS,

A son of the Muse Calliope and Apollo, (or (Eagrus,)

and the unfortunate husband of Eurydice, hke a being

sent from heaven, first taught mortals to listen to his

harmonious notes, when he was chanting the praise of

the celestials. The divine bard, not less renowned for

his wisdom than for his skill in poesy and music, be-

came also the founder of religious mysteries. He is

commonly represented holding the lyre in his hand,
and surrounded by the animals of the field, together

with the beasts of the forest ; a significant emblem of

the almighty power of harmony.

CHIRON.

Although Chiron, because of his immediate descent

from old Saturn, has been already mentioned among
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the ancient deities, yet he belongs again to those beings

who form the Unk between gods and men. For to his

guidance and to his divine instruction the heroes who
themselves afterwards augmented tiie number of the

gods, owed their education.

Nothing can be more touching than the words which
the poet puts into his mouth, when he bids farewell to

Achilles, dismissing him for his expedition to Troy :

" Son of Thetis, the land of Assaracus, which is wa-
tered by the cold Scamander and the muddy Simois,

awaits thee ;
thy return thence is cut off by the Parese

;

thence thy mother does not carry thee back on the blue

waves of the sea. Forget, therefore, all cares in wine
and the harmonious strains of thy lyre, and drive away
all grief by sweet conversation."

^SCULAPIUS, ASCLEPIOS.

The first beginning of medical science was likewise

considered by the ancients as something divine, and its

possessor and practiser as worthy of veneration. He
who first applied medical art, and became himself the

victim of it, was looked upon, even after his death, as a
beneficent, humane being, to whom the sick would not

address their prayers in vain.

iEsculapius was a son of Apollo and Coronis, the

daughter of a Thessalian king. AVhen Apollo disco-

vered that she entertained a secret understanding with
Ischys, he punished her unfaithfulness with imme-
diate death, saving ^sculapius, with whom she was
pregnant, when slie lay upon the funeral pile.

He was committed by his father to the care and in-

struction of the wise Centaur Chiron, who principally

taught him botany, together with the secret efficacy

of plants. By means of this information, ^scula-
pius became afterwards the benefactor of mankind,
applying the various remedies, which he had learned

18
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in part of Chiron, and in part discovered himself, to the

diseases of men.
And so successful was he in the practice of his art^

that fiction speaks of him as having several times even
awakened the dead. Pluto, the ever-destroying power,

considering this as an encroachment on his rights, com-
plained of the awaker from death as a daring criminal

before the throne of the Thunderer, who punished the

second great benefactor of mankind as he had done the

first, Prometheus, by hurUng his lightnings upon his in-

nocent head. He vv ho assuaged the pains of men, and
healed their diseases, thus became himself a victim of

his beneficent art.

After his death, groves, temples, and altars were con-

secrated to him
;
but Epidaurus, in Greece, was the prin-

cipal seat of his honour. His sons, Machaon and Po-

dalirius, were heroes and leaders in the Trojan war,

and at the same time renowned for their skill in medi-

cal art.

The snake, as an emblem of recovery and health,

was sacred tOiEsculapius, probably because of its strip-

ping off its skin, and renewing itself, as it were, in this

manner. Hence the god of medicine always carries a

staff, around which a snake is twisted. The figure of a

little boy is sometimes found joined with that of ^scu-
lapius, wearing a bonnet on his head, and entirely muf-

fled in a cloak. His name is Telesphorus, and his in-

fant form, together with his unusual covering, seems t©

allude in a certain manner to a state of convalescence,

as well as to the mysterious art of his master.

HYGIEA.

Hygiea, health, was considered as the daughter of ^Es-

culapius, and therefore divine veneration was tendered to

her. Her business, hke that of her father, is the preser-

vation of health, a benefit which she distributes stmong
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mortals as a mild gift, whenever she descends from the

higher regions to earth.

She is hkewise represented with a snake eating out of

a flat cup which she holds in her hand.

THE FAVOURITES OF THE GODS.

The fictions respecting the favourites of the gods gain

a particular charm by a kind of melancholy, indistinct

twiUght, in w^hicli they are veiled. Whenever youth

and beauty became the prey of death, some deity w^as

said to have carried off her favourite from the earth. In

this manner mourning was mingled with joy, and la-

mentations for the departed were mitigated. These fic-

tions, therefore, are oftenest represented upon the ancient

marble coffins.

GANYMEDE.

Of Ganymede, a son of Tros, and great-grandson of

Dardanus, the founder of Troy, the poet says :
" he

was the handsomest of mortal men." On account of

his beauty the gods took liim from the earth, that in

Olympus he might reach the nectar-cup to Jove, par-

tiiking henceforth of the constant society of the im-

mortals.

In the shape of his eagle, the Thunderer carried

aw^ay his favourite from the top of mount Ida, softly

bearing him in his crooked talons from earth upward
to the sky. In this charming fiction has consoling

fancy w^rapped the untimely loss of the youth, who, in

his beauty and in the prime of life, could scarcely be
thought mortal, and wliose vanishing from the earthy

therefore, was explained as a removal to the seat of the

celestials.

A modern poet, beholding with the eye of his ima



20.8 MORITZ' MYTHOLOGY.

ginatiou the flight of Ganymede, breathes forth Im
feelings in the following strains

:

" With what almighty charm thou beamest on me in

morn's bright glow^, Spring, my beloved ! With thou-

sand fold deUght the sacred feehng of thy eternal warmth,

in raptmes infinite, fills my soul

!

" Why is this arm forbidden to embrace thee ! Ha !

on thy bosom 1 he ; I long, and thy flowers, thy grass,

press to my heart.

" Thou coolest the burning tliirst of my bosom, lovely

breeze of the morning
;

bringest thou with thee the

notes of the nightingale, that calls to me from out the

misty valley.

" I come, I come ! Whither ? O whither ? Upward !

upward it urges !

'• They move downward—the clouds bend to longing

love. To me ! To me !

" In your lap upward ! embracing, enwrapped ! up-

ward to thy bosom, all-loving father !"

GOETHE.

To fill the nectar-cup at the table of the immortals,

became the business of Ganymede. Before him Hebe.

Juno's daughter, had administered this office until she

w^as declared unworthy of it, having by a fall shown
herself in an indecent posture, and thereby violated that

gracefulness which must accompany every motion and

gesture in ministering on the table of Olympus.

ATYS.

Even Cybele, the grave mother of the gods, chose her

favourite. Her choice fell upon the handsome youth

Atys. Forsaking his paternal fields, he hastened te

the Phrygian forests, there to devote himself without re-

serve to the service of the chaste goddess.

Once, however, forgetting her injunction never to fall

in love with any female, whether goddess or earth-]x)i-n,
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and siiftei-ing himself to be smitten with the charms of

the beautiful Nymph Sangaris, he drew upon himself,

as well as upon the object of his love, the wrath of the

deity. He was punished for his offence by fits of frenz\:,

m one of which he maimed himself.

In one of the old fiction? he is represented in a touch-

ing manner, as he is standing on the sea-shore, and

looking, during a lucid interval of his mind, over the

waves toward the distant land, where, in the midst of

his parents and companions, he had dreamed the sv.^eet

dream of his childhood.

But the goddess approached him in her chariot drawn
by lions, and again fiantic fury suddenly seized him :

and he hastened up the woody top of the mountain, to

roam and rage until he died away m the lonely wil-

derness.

TITHONUS.

This handsome youth, who was a son of the Trojan
King Laomedon. and a brother of Priam, went out one
day with his flocks, and returned no more. Fiction ex-

plained his loss by saying, that Aurora beheld him with,

his flocks, and carried him off on account of his beauty.

Aurora besought Jupiter to render him immortal, and
her request was granted. From the bed of Tithonus,

according to poetical language, Aurora rises every morn-
ing, to open the gates of the sky. The only offspring

of her marriage was Memnon, a king of Ethiopia, who
took part in the Trojan war, and was slain by the hand
of Achilles. On the spot whei-e his blood was shed, a

fountain is said to have burst forth, which afterwards^,

every year, upon the day of his death, flowed with blood

instead of water. Fable asserts likewise, that when his

body was burned on the funeral pile, a flock of birds.

(Aves Memnoniae or Memnonides,) flew up from his

,

tishes, and separating into two parties, began a fight in

the air, repeating it, in the neighbourhood of Troy, every*

year.

18*
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The hajipiiiess of Tithonus, although he was tiif

husband of a goddess, and himself immortal, was not

complete. When Aurora prayed Jupiter to grant him
immortality, she forgot to pray at the same time for ex-

emption from old age ; and thus her husband, exhaust-

ed by years and infirmity, withered away, so that his

voice was scarcely left to him. He himself at last pray-

ed for his dissolution, and was transformed into a grass-

hopper
;

for the decrees of the Fates, according to which

he was rendered immortal, can never be reversed.

'- No happiness,'' exclainis an ancient bard, " no hap-

piness is complete ! Young Achilles was called away
hy an early death, and Tithonus consumed by a slow

old age : his immortality became his burden !"

ANCHISES.

When Venus makes herself known as a goddess to

Anchises, her favourite, and the father of ^Eneas, she

addresses him in this remarkable manner :
" Dismiss

all fear ! Thou shalt not suffer any harm because of

my love. I will not supplicate for thee immortality, as

Aurora did for her Tithonus, but swift age shall steal

upon thee, even as upon the rest of mortal men. The
Nymphs of the forest are to nurse the son whom I shall

bring forth : and when he has reached manhood, then

thine eyes shall feed on his godlike form. Should any

one ask thee who thy son's mother w^as, thou art to

answer, one of the nymphs that dwell upon these

mountains. Bew^are thou boast not of my love, or the

lightnings of Jove shall fall upon thy head ! These

words engrave deeply in thy heart, and fear the wrath

of the celestials
!''

ADONIS.

The love of Venus for this handsome youth was söon

converted into lamentations on account of his death.
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Adonis was a son of Myrrha, daughter of Cinyras, with

whom she Hved for a time, during the darkless of night,

and without his knowledge, in incestuous connexion.

When at last the father discovered the abominable deed,

he pursued her with a deadly weapon, uttering impre-

cations and curses
;
but she escaped to Arabia, where,

bewailing her crime, she wept repentant tears, till by
the pity of the gods she was transformed into the myrrh,
and thus lost the recollection of her offence.

During her transformation Adonis was born, whom
the Nymphs of the forest educated, and Venus chose for

her favourite. The tender goddess, not able to live

without him, laid aside part of her softness for his sake,

follovving him to the chase of the deer. She accompa-
nied him hke his faithful genius, warning him to spare

his precious hfe, whenever he was instigated by his

daring spirit to pursue the tracks of fierce and danger-

ous beasts. But disregarding the entreaties and warn-
ings of the goddess, he soon ran into destruction. He
met with a fierce boar, and hurled his dart at him : but

the beast, not being mortally wounded, plunged his

white tusks into the side of the handsome youth. ' He
sunk, blood gushed in abundance from his wouitt^%nd
when Venus, with foreboding anxiety sought her be-

loved Adonis, she found hmi in the agony of death, wel-

tering in his blood.

In vain did she endeavour to recall him to life, and
accuse with bitter complaints the cruelty of fate. Her
despair changed by degrees into softer mourning, and
calling forth from the ashes of her favourite the flower

Anemone, she gave him thereby a kind of immortality

on earth.

In honour of Adonis festivals were celebrated, during

which the women bemoaned his death, and, exposing

vessels filled only with such flowers as soon wither away,

and which were called little gardens of Adonis^ mourn-
ed life's short enduring blossoms. It would seem that

tlie lamentation on the death of Adonis, which has been
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general in the East, relates to a still more ancient fic-

tion, which is only renewed in the Greek fable.

HYACINTHUS.

Fail* Hyacinthiis, a son of CEbalus, prince of Lace-

daemon, was the favourite of Apollo. Apollo and Hya-
cinthus contended with each other in tluowing the

quoit ; the fatal instrument flew from the hand of the

god, and, directed in the air by Boreas, who was jealous

of Apollo, struck the head of the youth, who fell dead
to the ground. Apollo called forth from his ashes the

flower Hyacinth ; and the Lacedaemonians celebrated

an annual festival at the tomb of the youth, who in

flourishing hfe had become the prey of death.

CYPARISSUS.

Neither did this favourite of Apollo enjoy during any
considerable time the light of day. The handsome strip-

ling possessed atame stag,which had been his delight from
his childhood, and to which he was most afrectionatel5'

attac\^d. Tliis beloved animal was shot by the haplesB

youth himself in the gloom of a forest, and the mcideni

afflicted him so deeply that he became disgusted with

the society of men. He wandered mourning through

the lonehest shades of the forest, until death freed him
from his grief. Apollo called forth from his grave the

dark Cypress, which has immortalized the name of the

iifleparted. and continues to be a symbol of mom'ning.

LEUCOTHOE.

Although Apollo himself was the god of youth and
beauty, he was seldom fortunate m his love. Leu-

cothoö, the daughter of the Babylonian king, Orcha-

mus, secretly loved Apollo, but their intercourse was be

frayed to her severe father by the jealous Clytic; anotheJ
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love of Apollo, and Orchamus buried his daughter aUve.

Apollo, who could not save her, caused the incense-

shrub to spring from her grave, as a lasting monument
both of her tenderness and of her fate.

Clytie, by her treason, had forfeited the love of the god
for ever. Inconsolable at her loss, she turned her face

nine days toward the sun, the shining archetype of

A}X)llo, without taking any food or drink
; until con-

sumed at last by her grief, she beca?ne metamorphosed
into the sun-flower, and in that form still turns her face

constantly towards the sun.

When Daphne, the daughter of the river god Peneus,

was pursued by Apollo and could not flee any farther,

she besought her father to save her. and was transform-

ed by him into a bay tree, w^hich has ever since been
sacred to Apollo, the leaves of which always crowned the

temples of the god of the silver-bow.

ENDYMION.

Among all the favourites of the ffods, the handsome
sportsman Endymion was honoured by fiction with the

highest preference, since Diana, the severe goddess of

chastity, attracted by his charms, became sensible of the

power of love.

On the lonely mountain Latmus, in Caria. was En-
dymion's abode. He pursued by moonlight the chase

of the deer through the forest, until, worn out by fatigue,

he sunk into the arms of sleep. Then it was that

Diana, rising with her glimmering torch in the vault of

heaven, beheld the slumbering youth. All was lonely

and silent. She stopped the steeds that drew her car, and
gliding slowly from the height of the sky down to the

lips of the slumberer, she kissed them for the first time

in glowing love. Thus Endymion enjoyed sleeping a

happiness which had nev^er fallen to the lot either of

gods or men.

A tender feeling led the ancients to represent death
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under the symbol of the sleeping Endymion ; and upon

their marble coffins, which enclosed the ashes of youths

who had early fallen into the tomb, Diana is to be seen,

descending from on high to the lips of the happy slum-

berer.

ACIS.

Galatea, a daughter of Nereus, loved Acis, the hand-

some shepherd, and the monstrous Cyclops Polypheme

sued in vain for her favour. But on a certain occasion,

when the monster beheld the Nymph when, at the foot of

mount JEiua, she was embracing his fortunate rival, he

became distracted with furious jealousy, and tearing up

a rock from its roots, he raised it in the air and hurled it

upon the lovers, in order to bury them under its w^eight.

The Nymph swiftly escaped into the sea, but Acis.

overwhelmed by the massy stone, sprang forth from

beneath it as a purling brook, the w^aters of w^hich pro-

duced a meandermg stream, w^hich bore his name.

PELEÜS.

One of the happiest of mortal men was Peleus, the

son of a prince the most just, the father of a hero the

most renowned, and the spouse of a goddess w^ho was
loved by Jove himself.

It was Thetis, the silver-footed daughter of Nereus.

who, at the persuasion of all the celestials, became the

wife of happy Peleus, son of ^acus, and the mother of

Achilles, w4io was mightier than his father.

At the w^edding-feast of Peleus all the immortals were
assembled, with the exception of Eris, the goddess of

Discord. To avenge herself for being excluded, she

threw into the splendid apartment where the gods were
convened, that golden apple, the fatal inscription of

wdiich contained the original cause of the destructive

war of Troy.
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Tlie happiness of Peleus was not lasting : old age^

with its burdens, stole upon him ; he outlived liis valiant

son, who had gone to Troy to return no more, and thus

bent down by age and grief, the son of jEacus went t.o

the tribunal of liis father.

THE TRAGIC FICTIONS.

The ancients were fond of giving to their fictions a
tragic character, a tendency which betrays itself in al-

most the whole series of the history of their gods and
heroes. A sovereign, and, not unfrequently, capricious

sway on the part of the gods, together with a blind de-

pendence on that of men, displays itself from the very

creation of the latter, and is shown in a striking light in

alrnost every fiction.

The gods rise and fall according to their own pleasure.

Every attempt of a mortal to measure himself with

them, or to oppose their power, is punished in the se-

verest manner. A too familiar intercourse with them
often brings death and destruction even to their favour-

ites. The beneficence of their power is surpassed by its

terror.

Thus poor mortals must have sunk in despair- under

their severe doom, had they not been consoled in a

manner by the consideration, that there was a Destiny,

to whose decrees both gods and men were subjected.

A modern poet calls us to the tragic stage of the an-

cients in the following words :

" Race of men, fear the immortals ! They hold the

power in eternal hands, and can use it according to

their pleasure. Let him who is raised by them, be

the more on his guard !

" Upon cliffs and clouds are placed chairs round golden

tables. If a strife ensues, the guests, scorned and out-

raged, fall down in nightly depths, there, fettered in the
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dark, to wait in vain for a trial of justice. But they

themselves remain at their golden tables in eternal feasts.

" They step from mountains to mountains ; and from
the gulfs of the deep, the breath of suffocated Titans

steams up to them like the fragrance of offerings, a
light and easy cloud.

" The rulers turn away their eyes of blessing from
whole generations, refusing to behold in the grandsons the

once beloved and still speaking features of their sires."

GOETHE.

THEBES.

The city of Thebes, in Greece, was the principal

theatre of tragic events, which, represented on the stage,

awakened in every breast a painfully sweet participa-

tion in the misery of former ages, and nobly elevated a
whole nation, sympathetic in feelings, to a higher state

of civihzation.

CADMUS.

Agenor, whose daughter, Europa, had been carried

off by Jupiter, was also the father of Cadmus, whom he

commanded to seek his ravished sister in every country,

and never to return without her.

Thus the furious jealousy of Juno took vengeance on

Agenor's house. Like a fugitive, Cadmus wandered
from country to country, and finding his sister no where,

he dared not return home, but was compelled to look for

an abode in a foreign land.

He came to Boeotia, in Greece, which, in obedience

to the voice of an oracle, he chose for the place of his

residence, although he was obhged from his first settle-

ment in that country to struggle with many difficulties.

His companions, whom he had sent to a grove sacred

to Mars, to fetch water, were killed by a monstrous

dragon, the guardian of the grove. After Cadmus had

fought with the monster and killed it, at the command
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of- Minerva he sowed its teeth iii the ground, from which
seed men in full panoply sprang up, who. immediately

tmning their swords against their own body, destroyed

each other to the number of five, and these assisted

Cadmus in building the city of Thebes.

This fiction of the armed warriors, who had sprung

up from the dragon-teeth and killed each other, contains

the presage of all that misery and discord, which put

swords into the hands of the descendants of Cadmus, to

«rlut their rao^e on their own bowels.

Cadmus, the founder of Thebes, married Harmonia;
the graceful daughter of Mars and Venus, and endea-

voured to civilize the people, whom he had gathered

around him, and to whom he is said to have first com-
municated letters, brought by him from Phoenicia. He
lived with Harmonia to his latest years, and in order to

ascribe to this couple a kind of immortality, fiction suf-

fers them at last to be transformed into snakes.

The offspring of Cadmus and Harmonia, who is

sometimes called also Hermione, were Ino, Agave, Au-
tonoe, Semele, and a son, named Polydorus. All these

children were persecuted by an inimical fate, or the ha-

tred of Juno, which rested upon their father's house.

Semele, the mother of Bacchus, was consumed by Ju-

piter's lightning. Agave married Echion, one of those

five warriors who had risen from the seed of the dragon-

teeth, and preserved their lives in the general slaughter

of their brethren. She became the mother of Pentheus^

who opposed the worship of Bacchus, and was torn in

pieces by his own mother and the other votaries of the

offended god. Ino was persecuted by the wrath of Juno-,

because she had given suck to young Bacchus. She
was married to Athamas, who, seized by sudden fur}'-,

dashed her first son, Learchus, against a rock, and pur-

sued the hapless mother, who lied with her younger son,

Melicertes, to the very verge of a rock on the sea-

shore. Ino, with her son in her arms, flung herself

down, and lx)th were henceforth numbered among the

19
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deities of the sea, Ino, under the name of Leucothea,

and MeUcertes under that of Palsemon. Both were
worshipped as benign beings, who assist sea-faring peo-

ple in the dangers of their element. Autonoe, the fourth

daughter of Cadmus, married Arista^us, Apollo's son,

and king in Arcadia, who is said to have first taught

men how to manage hees and raise honey, as well as

to use the milk of animals. Autonoe became the mo-
ther of that Actseon, who was punished for the crime of

beholding the b?»^hing Diana, b)M3eing transformed into

a stag and devoured by his own dogs.

Cadmus himself retired in his old age to Illyria,

where his transformation took place, leaving the tin-one

of Thebes to his son, Polydorus. Labdacus, the son of

the latter, married Nycteis, the daughter of Nycteus, and
became the father of Laius. At the time of his father's

death, Laius was a minor, and therefore his uncle. Ly-
ons, reigned in his place over Thebes.

Antiope, another daughter of Nj'cteus, beloved by Ju-

piter and rejected by her father, fled to Epopeus, king

of Sicyon, who married her. But Lycus, having given

to the dying Nycteus a solemn promise to avenge him
on his daughter, killed Epopeus, and carried Antiope

prisoner to Thebes, where he prepared for her the most

cruel treatment, by committing her to his wife Dirce.

Antiope had borne Amphion and Zethus, sons of

Jupiter, who were brought up secretly. As soon as she

found means to escape, she hastened to these her sons,

bidding them avenge the injury of their mother. Am-
phion and Zethus invaded Thebes, slew Lycus. expelled

Laius, and fastened Dirce, by whom their mother had
been so cruelly treated, to the horns of a wild bull,

thus devoting her to a painful death.

Amphion then built the walls of Thebes with their

sfeven gates. The persuasive eloquence with which
Amphion contrived to prevail on the rude inhabitants to

assist him in this undertaking, has been veiled by fiction

ia the fable, that he had moved the slloneB by th.e note^
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of his lyre, so that they voluntarily united and formed

themselves into walls and tmrets.

After the death of Amphion and Zethus, the The-

bans invited the expelled Laius to t^ke charge of the

government, which belonged to him by hereditary right.

He returned and married Jocasta, the sister of Creon, a

Theban prince.

(EDIPUS.

' It had been predicted to Laius, that he should have a

son, who would be the murderer of his father. When,
therefore, Jocasta became the mother of a son, Laius or-

dered the child to be exposed in a wild desert, and the

servant who was intrusted with this commission perfo-

rated its ankles, in order to recognize it, if it ever should

appear.

In this condition the child was found by Phorbas, the

overseer of the herds of King Poly > us, who reigned in

Corinth. The latter, to whom Phorbas delivered the

helpless infant, adopted it, and from its swollen feet it

was named CEdipus.

The foster-parents of (Edipus kept his descent care-

fully concealed from him, so that, until he came to years

of puberty, he believed them to be his real parents. But

then some ambiguous signs raising doubts in his mind,

which made him uneasy, he resolved to inquire at the

oracle of Apollo. The oracle, leaving the question of

his descent untouched, confined itself to the warning,

never to return to his native country, because he would

there slay his own father, and marry his own mother.

To escape this terrible fate, CEdipus voluntarily ba-

nished himself from Corinth, which he still thought to

be his native land, and took his way towards Thebes.

Thus went the hapless youth diiectly to meet that

doom of fate which he meant to avoid. For on his

journey he encountered Laius in a narrow pass, and
upon showing some unwillingness to give way, a scuffle
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ensued between him and the king's party, in which
CEdipus unconsciously slew his father, thus mailing

true a part of the oracle.

Upon his arrival at Thebes, CEdipus found in its vi-

cinity the Sphinx, a monster in the shape of a lion,

with the head of a maiden, the progeny of Echidna,

and sent by Juno to terrify the inhabitants of the city

and surrounding comitry. Lying on a steep rock, the

monster proposed to all who were passing by, this riddle

:

^- what kind of animal is it, that goes in the morning
upon four, at noon upon two, and in the evening upon
three feet ?" Every one who was unable to interpret

this riddle, was hurled by the Sphinx into the abyss,

and hundreds had akeady perished in this way, ere

CEdipus arrived. He came, and explained the riddle.

" Man," said he, " as a child, in the morning of life

creeps upon hands and feet; at the noontide of life,

when strength dwells in his members, he goes upright

on his tv^ o feet ; and in the evening, when old age has

stolen upon him, he needs a staff for his support, and
goes thus, as it were, upon three feet."

CEdipus had scarcely spoken the last words, when
the Sphinx flung herself down from the rock. Ac-

cording to another fiction, she was killed by CEdipus.

Laius was dead, and in order to get rid of the monster

that desolated the country, the Thebans had promised

his widow, together with the throne of Thebes, to the

man who should be able to unriddle the enigma of the

Sphinx. To CEdipus this apparent fortune, envied by

many, was destined, and thus was the second part also

of the oracle fulfilled without mercy : in taking Jocas-

ta, the queen of Thebes, for his wife, he ignorantly

married his mother, after he had slain his father.

His hard and unfriendly fate granted him yet for a

short time the enjoyment of fife, having drauii a veil

over all these horrors. CEdipus and Jocasta had two

sons, Eteocles and Polynices, and two daughtei's, Anti-

gone and Ismene, their wretched father being as igno-
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mnt of his own fate as of the future destiny of his

children.

Yet the days of this happy ignorance were not to

last long. A wasting pestilence spread itself over

Thebes. CEdipus himself proposed to ask the oracle,

whether any man had drawn down the wrath of the

gods by secret crimes, and whether the whole land was
suffering for the misdeeds of an individual. His advice

was followed, and the dreadful sentence fell upon him-

self. He determined not to cease investigating, until

he should succeed in bringing the truth to light, or in

setting the calumny at rest ; but with every inquiry,

the horrible story developed itself with additional evi-

dence.

^Vhen at length every doubt had vanished, and CEdi-

pus, with dreadful certainty, had found himself guilty

of parricide and incest, not able to bear any longer the

light of day, he blinded himself. Thus deprived of his

eyes, loaded with the hatred of the immortals, he wan-
dered until his death in foreign lands, led by the hand
of his daughter Antigone. The unfortunate Jocasta

strangled herself.

Eteocles and Polynices succeeded their father in the

government, with this arrangement, that each of them
should enjoy by turns the supreme power every other

year. But neither could they escape that hostile desti-

ny which himg over Thebes and the house of Cadmu§.

ETEOCLES AND POLYNICES,

These two brothers became victims of their own dis-

cord, arising from envy and the desire of despotic power.

Eteocles first entered upon the government ; but when
his year had expired he refused to cede the royal au-
thority to Polynices for the succeeding year.

Upon this Polynices left Thebes, retiiing to Adrastus,

the ruler of Argos, who kindly received him, gave him
his daughter in marriage, and promised to defend his

19*
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claim to the Theban throne to the utmost of his abih-

ty. Tydeus also, the son of CEneus, and brother to

Meleager, came at that time as a fugitive to Adrastus,

and to him the king of Argos married his second

daughter.

The first step taken by Adrastus in order to secure

for his son-in-law the portion of authority in Thebes
which was due to him, was, to send Tydeus to Eteo-

cles, that he might prevail on the usurper to share wdth

his brother the throne of their common father. But
before he could reach Thebes, Tydeus was treacherous-

ly attacked by armed men, who, at the command of

Eteocles, lay in wait for him, and he returned to Argos,

after narrowly escaping w4th his hfe. Upon relating

this treachery, Adrastus immediately prepared \vm-

against Eteocles.

THE THEBAN WAR.

Adrastus and his two sons-in-law^, Tydeus and Poly

nices, united in the expedition against Thebes, in which

several other heroes were eager to share wnth them dan-

ger and glory. The valiant Capaneus, of Messene,

joined them, and Hippomedon, a sister's son of Adras-

tus ;
also Parthenopaeus, a handsome and brave youth

from Arcadia, the son of Melanion and Atalanta.

Amphiaraus, the husband of Eriphyle, sister of

Adrastus, could not for a long time be prevailed on to

take part in the enterprise, because, anticipating the fu-

ture, his mind foreboded to him not only the misfortune

that awaited the besiegers of Thebes, but also his own
inevitable death. He therefore retired to a private place;

where he concealed himself from Adrastus and Polyni-

cee, until his wife, bribed by the latter with a costly

necklace, discovered his hiding place, and thus Amphi-

araus was obliged to unite in the enterprise against his

sstill
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The leaders in tliis expedition were seven in number

:

AdRASTUSj AmPHIARAUSj
PoLYNICESj CaPANEUS,
TyDEUS, PARTHENOPiEUS,

and HiPPOMEDON.
But on their way to Thebes they met with an acci-

dent, which involved unfavourable auspices. Hypsi-

pyle, whose name has already been mentioned in the

history of the Argonauts, had been compelled, after th(^

departure of Jason and his companions from Lemnos,
to leave her home, because she had spared the üfe of

her father, Thoas, in that general slaughter of all the

males, which had been committed in the isle of Lemnos.
At the sea-shore, whither she had fled, and where she

was wandering, she fell into the hands of pirates,

who sold her as a slave to Lycurgus, king of Nemaea,

and there she became the nurse of the king's little son,

Opheltes.

At that time, the seven heroes, with their army, were

passing through the dominions of Lycurgus, and the}'

found the royal daughter of Thoas, with her little nurs-

ling, in a wood. Hastening here to point out a fountain

to the Greeks, who were exhausted with thirst, she left

the httle Opheltes alone on the turf ; and when she re-

turned to the spot, the child in the mean tune had been

killed by a snake. The Greeks, confounded änderest

fallen at this accident, celebrated the funeral of the child

in a splendid manner, and founded in honour of him,

under the name of Archemorus, sacred games, which
afterwards, at certain periods, were repeated at Nemeea.

After having completed these funeral rites, the heroes

proceeded on their way, and arrived under the walls of

Thebes. Here the seven leaders distributed their aimj'

around the seven gates, so that each of tlie heroes with

his troop was to block up one of the gates, and thus

take the city, if possible, by a regular siege.

To oppose each of the leaders in the army of Adras-

tns, Eteocles placed within the walls one whom he re-
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garded as his equal: against TydeuSj Melanippus;

against Capaneus, Polyphontes; against Hippomedonj

Hyperbius; Actor against Parthenopaeus ; Lasthenes

against Amphiaraus ; and he stationed himself against

Polynices, his brother.

If the besiegers were animated by their just cause,

by hatred against the usurper Eteocles, and by confi-

dence in their superior power, the besieged, on the other

hand, were vuged to the most desperate struggle by a

still more powerful motive, the fear of hunger. They
made a furious sally, and a battle, equally fatal to both

parties, ensued. Hippomedon and Parthenopaeus fell

under the swords of the enemy
;
Capaneus, who had

mounted the walls, was killed by a flash of lightning
;

7Vdeus fell under the hand of Melanippus ; Eteocles

and Polynices, the two unnatural brothers, killed each

other in single combat; Amphiaraus was swallowed

up by the earth ;
and Adrastus owed his life only to the

swiftness of his good horse Arion, whose sire was the

ruler of the waves.

The sovereignty of Thebes devolved now on Creon.

the brother of Jocasta. He ordered the corpse of Eteo-

cles to be buried with the usual rites and due honours,

but he commanded, on pain of death, that the bodies

of Polynices and his fallen friends should remain un-

buried, a prey to the fowls of the air.

Antigone, the faithful daughter of CEdipus, prompted

by her sisterly love, notwithstanding the interdict of

Creon, and the danger to which she exposed her hfe,

stole out of the city in a moon-light night, and with her

own hands covered the body of her brother with sand.

Her disobedience to the command of the tyrant was

discovered, and she was condemned to die, by being bu-

ried alive ; but she prevented a public execution and

a cruel death by strangUng herself.

Hgemon, Creon's son, who had tenderly loved this

victim of his father's cruelty, upon finding Antigone

dead in her prison, plunged his sword in his breast

:
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neither did Hsemoii's mother survive the loss of her

beloved son. Thus stood Creon, bereft of all those who
had been related to him by the sacred ties of nature,

accusing his destiny !

In the mean time Adrastus had soUcited the assist-

ance of Theseus, who conquered Thebes, and forced the

inhabitants to surrender all the slain bodies that be-

longed to the army of Adiastus, in order to their inter-

ment with solemn funeral rites.

The misfortunes by which this war had been accom
panied, were insuincient to exting-uish the enmity which
subsisted among the sons of the fallen heroes. Ten
years after it burst forth in a new war, which, from its

being carried on by the descendants of the former leaders,

was called the war of the Epigones.

Creon was succeeded on the throne of Thebes by
Laodamas, a son of Eteocles. Thersander, the son of

Polynices, assisted by the sons of those heroes who had
been slain in the former war, together with ^Egialeus,

the son of Adrastus, undertook a new expedition against

Thebes, conquered Laodamas, and seized upon the

royal authority, of which his father, Polynices, had been
unjustly deprived. Laodamas lied to Illyria, which had
formerly been also the asylum of Cadmus. In the first

Theban war, Adrastus was the only one of the leaders

who escaped
;
in the second, his son, ^gialeus, was the

only one who fell.

Upon one of the rarest and most precious monuments
of ancient carving, which is preserved in a German
museum of antiquities, a representation is to be seen of

the heroes, who, under the command of Adrastus, be-

sieged Thebes. The group consists only of five persons,

under each of whom the name is engraved, and both

figures and letters prove the high antiquity of the work.

The heroes represented are, Adrastus, Tydeus, Polyni-

ces, Amphiaraus, and Parthenopseus. They seem to

be assembled to hold a new council on their affairs, after

a defeat. In the midst of them Amphiaraus sits with
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dejected countenancej foreseeing his own death, as

well as that of his associates. Opposite to him, Poly-

nices is sitting on another chair, leaning his head upon
his hand, as if sunk in deep, melancholy musing. On
the sideof Amphiaiaus appears Parthenopaeus, seated also

on a chair, with his hands drawn round his knees, in a

quiet and thoughtful posture. Adrastus has risen from

his seat, and seems willing to hasten again to the field

of battle, being armed with a shield and spear. Ty-
deus, who is also armed, is following him, yet with less

spirit in his countenance, and with down-cast look. In

this beautiful group a gradation of feelings and inward

emotion, as it Vv'ere, is expressed, from Polynices, whose
head is resting on his hand, to Adrastus, w^ho is courage-

ously hastening to the battle-ground.

THE PELOPID.E.

Pelops, a son of that Tantalus, who, after he had
been raised by the gods even to their own assembly, was
hurled down by them into the depths of Tartarus, came
from Phrygia to CEnomaus, king of Pisa, in Greece, by
whom he was hospitably received. Struck by the

charms of the beautiful Hippodamia, the king's daugh-

ter, Pelops requested her frr.m her father as his wife.

But it had been predicted to CEnomaus, that he should

foe deprived of his life by his son-in-law, and he was
therefore accustomed to propose to every suitor for his

daughter, to contend with him in a chariot race, putting

to death all whom he overtook during the course.

Pelops, by alluring promises, prevailed upon Myrtilus,

the charioteer of CEnomaus, to adjust the king's chariot

in such a manner as to make it break down in the mid-

die of the course. The king was thrown out and lost

his life. Pelops married Hippodamia, and, unwilling

to keep his promise to Myrtilus, he threw him unawares
from a rock into the sea, which derived from him the

name of Myiteean.
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But after this act of injustice and cruelty, one misfor-

tune followed another in the house of Pelops, although

his power increased to such a degree that the whole
peninsula of Greece was called after him Peloponnesus.

Pelops had two sons by Hippodamia, Atreus and
Thyestes. These deprived of life theii* step-brother,

Chrysippus, the son of Pelops and Astyoche, because

they could not bear their father's love for this son. Hip-

podamia, whom Pelops supposed to have instigated to

this murder, died by her own hand, while her sons^

Thyestes and Atreus, fled from the wrath of their father.

Atreus betook himself to Eurystheus, king of Mycene,
who gave him his daughter, Aerope, in marriage, and
after whose death he mounted the throne of Mycene.

Thyestes, who had followed Atreus, partook of the

fortune which the latter had experienced in a foreign

land
; but he soon brought a reproach upon his bother's

bed. by clandestine intercourse with Aerope, during the

absence of her husband, the result of which was the

birth of two sons.

As soon as Atreus loecame apprised of this scandalous

aftair, he expelled his imnatural brother, together with

his two sons, from his dominions. Thyestes, breatliing

revenge, contrived to get a son of Atreus into his power,

and, after having him brought up as his own child, and
instilled into his youthful heart a furious hatred against

Atreus, he sent him away to commit a murder, at which
the sun veils his face.

But the youth was unsuccessful in his attempt.

Upon the discovery of his design, he died under the most

cruel tortures ; and Atreus learned too late, that his own
son, instead of his brother's, had been put to death at

his command. Brooding now over a still deeper re-

venge, he feigned reconciliation with his brother ; and
having at length persuaded him by various marks of

kindness and fraternal affection, to visit him at Mycen«^
and to bring his two sons with him, he had his two ne-

phews secretly killed, th^ir .flesh roasted and brought on



228

the table, at which thek father sat. After Thyestes
had eaten of the food, prepared from the flesh of his own
children, Atreus cast their heads and hands before his

eyes. " The sun," says the fiction, - on beholding this

scene, swiftly turned back his course."

Although the crimes hitherto related are sufficient to

freeze the very heart-blood of a man, and to affiight the

reader's imagination, yet the wickedness committed in

the house of Pelops is not yet at an end. Thyestes had
incestuous intercourse with his daughter, Pelopia, the

fruit of which was a son, whose name was iEgisthus,

and who, when he had attained the years of manhood,
murdered Atreus, and expelled his sons, Agamemnon
and Menelaus, from Mycene, where Thyestes usurped

the royal throne.

The fugitive sons of Atreus found a reception at the

court of Tyndarus, king of Lacedeemon, where each of

them married a daughter of their host, Agamemnon
Clytemnestra, and Menelaus the beautiful Helena, who
afterwards brought wo throughout Greece, and de-

struction on Troy. The two brothers avenged the

death of their father, Atreus, expelled Thyestes once

more from Mycene, and Agamemnon took the reins

of government in his father's dominions, while Mene-
laus succeeded theii* father-in-law in the government of

Sparta.

Menelaus and Helena had no children, but Agamem-
iioa had by Clytemnestra two daughters, Iphigenia and
Electra, and a son, Orestes.

When Agamemnon afterwards took the chief com-
mand of the army, destined to call Troy to an account

for the offence which his brother, Menelaus, had suffer-

ed flom Paris ;
forgiving ^gisthus the murder of his

father, he became reconciled to him, and even intrust-

ed him with the care of Clytemnestra and his house,

during his absence, ^gisthus, however, abused this

ill placed confidence, misleading Clytemnestra to infi-

delity, and brining ruin upon her husband. For
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when Agamemnon returned to Mycene, hoping, after a

life of trouble, and an absence of ten j^ears, to enjoy the

remainder of his days in quiet and domestic happiness,

he was murdered by the adulterous couple, jEgisthus

and Clytemnestra.

With regard to Agamemnon's children,—Iphigenia

was to have been sacrificed on entering upon the expe-

dition against Troy, to appease the wrath of the gods,

but was rescued by Diana, who carried her to Tauris,

where she became a priestess in her temple; Orestes,

whose life was threatened with great danger from

the hands of ^gisthus, was secretly sent by his sister

Electra to Strophius, who was king of Phocis, and hus-

band to Agamemnon's sister ; Electra herself remained
at home, exposed to the abuse of an unnatural mother.

After the violent death of her husband, Clytemnes-

tra, neither fearing the gods, nor regarding what is holy

to men, married ^gisthus, and put the royal crown of

Mycene on his execrable head. But destiny had already

decreed the punishment of that guilty couple, although
it was to be executed only by means of a new crime.

In Orestes, Agamemnon's son, grew up an avenger
both of his father's death and his mother's infamy. A
false report, designedly circulated, had announced him
as dead, and while ^Egisthus and Clytemnestra rejoiced

in the thought of being rid of him, Orestes was plan-

ning their destruction. As soon as he felt strength

enough in his arm to meet a foe with his sword, he
went to Mycene, and slew the murderer of his father,

not sparing her who was his helpmate in committing
the crime, his own mother. But on account of this

horrible deed, Orestes was pursued by the Furies
wherever he went : that is to say, his own conscience

would not allow him any rest, suffered him not to be
reconciled to himself, until an oracle of Apollo promised
him alleviation of his torments, if he would go to Tau-
ris, and carry off thence the statue of Diana to Greece.

Orestes had been breught up with Pylades, the son
20
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of King Strophius, at Phocis, and both were so inti-

mately and inseparably united by the tie of friendship,

that their union became proverbial in antiquity, and is

so even in our own times. This faithful friend, Pyla-

des, who had never left Orestes during all his sufferings,

was now also his companion on the voyage to Tauris.

It was there an old and barbarous custom, to bring to

the severe goddess, who was the tutelary deity of the

country, and v/hose statue Orestes was to carry away,
human offerings, a custom which was particularly dan-

gerous to all the strangers that arrived in the island.

Orestes and Pylades, therefore, had no sooner arrived,

than they were made prisoners, and doomed to be sepa-

rated for ever, by the sacrifice of one of them to Diana.

A.nd in that trying lioui- it was, when they received the

sentence of the high-priest, that each of these friends

offered his life, to save the hfe of the other, in a contest,

pleasing in the sight of the gods, and worthy of heaven-

ly assistance.

Orestes, who had recognised his sister, Iphigenia, the

priestess of Diana, made himself known to her ; and she

found means not only to bring the statue of the goddess

on board her brother's ship, but also to rescue both the

Mends, and to fly with them to Greece. The oracle

of Apollo proved true : the Furies ceased to torment

Orestes, who henceforth reigned quietly over Mycene
;

the wrath of the immortals, which had borne so long

and so heavily upon the house of Pelops, seemed now
to abate.

A modern poet, the author of " Ijjhigenia in Tau-
ris^^'* gives to the ancient representation a very ingenious

and beautiful turn, which deserves to be mentioned

here. According to him, the oracle of Apollo promises

tranquillity to Orestes, if he would carry the sister,

who reinained in the sanctuary at Tauris against

her ivillf to Greece. Orestes, who did not. know ttmt

* Goefhe.
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his sister Iphigenia lived in Tauris, was necessarily led

to apply the word siste?' to Diana, Apollo's sister, who
was often designated by this appellation by way of dis-

tinction. But when afterwards Orestes unexpectedly

found his own sister, who remained indeed against her

will in Tauris, he was allowed to apply the word sifter

to her ; and Iphigenia was neither obliged to steal the

statue of Diana, nor to commit a treason against Thoas,

the king of the island, v^ho had always been her bene-

factor, and who dismissed her in a kind and friendly

manner.

TROY.

Among the countries which lay without the bounda-

ries of Greece, Troy was the principal theatre of tragic

events. They have found a narrator, who has alike

rendered their memory and his own name immortal.
^' A day was to come in which Ilium should fall, and
Priam's royal race be extinguished." This was the

decree of Destiny, against which neither gods nor men
could prevail ; all circumstances must concur to bring

about its accomplishment.

Eris, the goddess of Discord, emaged at being the

only one of the celestials who had not received an invi-

tation to the marriage of Peleus with the silver-footed

Thetis, contrived to throw into the apartment where
the banquet was celebrated, a golden apple, which bore

the inscription, '-destined to the fairest." Juno, Venus,

and Minerva, were soon unanimously recognised as the

worthiest, among all the goddesses, to contend for that

prize.

None of the gods being willing to undertake the of-

fice of awarding it, and thus of incurring the risk of

inevitably giving mortal otfence to two powerful beau-

ties of Olympus, the three contending goddesses were
at last referred by Jupiter to Paris, the son of Priam,

king of Troy. Paris was a simple shepherd on mount
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Ida, who had, by the command of his father, been ex-

posed as soon as he was born, because an oracle had
foretold that through him Troy should be burnt. The
shepherds on mount Ida brought him up tenderly, and
named him Pads. The three goddesses, consenting to

refer their contest to his decision, appeared before him
on the top of mount Ida, each of them endeavouring in

private to influence him by the promise of such gifts as

she thought most likely to bias his judgment. The
majestic Juao, while she haughtily demanded the prize

as her right, signified her intention to confer the greatest

dignities and riches upon the giver of it. Minerva pro-

mised the young shepherd to bestow upon him the pure

and lasting pleasures with which wisdom rewards her

votaries. At last Yenus advanced :
" I will give thee a

wife," said she, " whose exquisite beauty will induce

mortals to say, were Yenus to descend upon the earth,

she would appear in such a form as Helena's." The
shepherd awarded the golden apple to Yenus.

From this time Juno as well as Minerva bore a deep

and irreconcilable rancour in their bosoms, not onty

against Paris, but also against the whole family of Pri-

am, while Yenus was intent on keeping her word with

Paris.

The most beautiful woman on earth was Helena, the

daughter of Jupiter and Leda, and foster-daughter of

Tyndarus, king of Lacedeemon. She was possessed

of such transcendent loveliness, that her fame spread

over all Greece, and drew many kings to the court of

Tyndarus, in the hope of getting this wonder of beauty

for a spouse. While Tyndarus, on the one hand, was
flattered at seeing his daughter, and, by consequence,

himself, who had the disposal of her, so highly honour-

ed
;
on the other, he entertained the well grounded fear,

that, since but one of the suitors could obtain her, the

now pretended friendship of all the others would change

into hatred and revenge, which might become danger-

ous to him.
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In this dilemma lie consulted Ulysses, King of Itha-

ca, who was renowned for his prudence throughout all

Greece. Ulysses advised him to assemble all the suitors

of Helena, and require of them a solemn oath, that they

would acquiesce in her choice, and protect the preferred

lover with their united power, against every one who
might pretend to dispute with him the quiet possession

of his rightfully gained treasure.

Tyndarus followed this advice ; the assembled kings

submitted to his proposal, and Helena chose among
them the fair Menelaus, brother to Agamemnon, king

of Mycene. They lived together for several years in

peace and happiness, till Paris, who had quitted the

shepherds' life, and, as an acknowledged prince of Troy,

re-entered the family of Priam, came m quest of adven-

tures, but secretly led by the influence of Venus, to

Greece, where he was kindly and hospitably received at

Sparta by Menelaus. Paris repaid this kindness with

the blackest ingratitude. He persuaded Helena to leave

her husband, and to follow him over the sea to Troy.

While Menelaus was absent from home, the guilty pur-

pose was carried into effect ; but on their voyage, the

presaging sea-god Nereus, rising during a cahn to the

top of the waves, foretold to them the misery which they

Avould bring upon themselves, as well as upon the whole
land whither they were repairing ; and the prediction

did not remain long unfulfilled.

Menelaus, deprived of an adored wife, was incensed

against the ravisher, and caused all Greece to re-echo

his complaints against Priam's treacherous son. The
kings were reminded of the oath they had taken, and
hastened to act according to it. Every soul was ex-

asperated against Paris, not only oh account of his

having carried off a citizen of a foreign country, but

particularly because he had violated the sacred rights of

hospitality in so gross and provoking a manner. Am-
bassadors were immediately dispatched to Priam, to

complain of the offence perpetrated against all Greece,
20*
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and to reclaim the ravished Helena ; but the old, hap-
less king, influenced by the machinations of his degene-
rate son, and by his own paternal love, suffered the am-
bassadors to return to Greece, without granting their

just demand.
The kings of Greece, with Agamemnon at their head,

then formed a coahtion, swearing to overthrow the city

of Troy. Every one of them fitted out and manned
as many ships as he had to dispose of, and in the har-

bour of Aldis the whole fleet assembled. The chief

leaders in this war, almost all of whom have already

been mentioned, were,

Agamemnon, king of Mycene,
Menelaus, king of Sparta,

Nestor, king of Pylus,

DioMEDES, the son of Tydeus,

Ajax, the son of Telamon,
Ulysses, king of Ithaca,

Achilles, the son of Peleus.

Patroclus, the son of Menoetius,

Podalirius, > ^n r zr« 1 •

T.T } the sons of^sculapius,
Machaon, )

^ '

Philoctetes, the last companion of Hercules.

Sthenelus, the son of Capaneus,

Thersander, the son of Polynices, and
Idomeneus, the grand-son of Minos.

The whole fleet lay a long time assembled before

Aulis. waiting in vain for a fair wind. Diana was in-

censed against Agamemnon for having killed a stag

that was sacred to her, and the angry goddess de-

manded through the mouth of the augur Calchas, Iphi-

genia, Agamemnon's daughter, for a propitiatory sacri-

fice. Iphigenia, accompanied by her mother, was con-

ducted to the altar of the indignant goddess, and the

sacrificial knife already flashed in the hand of the priest,

when Diana involved her in a cloud, and transported

her to Tauris : in her place a roe stood at the altar.

After Diana was propitiated, the Greek fleet steered
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with a fail* wind out of the harbour of AuUs, and land-

ed safely on the shores of Troas. where siege w^as im-

mediately laid to the city of Troy.

Meanwhile, Priam was spending the remainder of a
long and peaceful life in the midst of his numerous fa-

mily. The industrious citizens, whose commerce
flourished, lived in affluence and tranquility. The
husbandman exulted in the hope that his labours would
meet with theii* due reward. In fine, that harmony so

beneficial, so requisite in society, prevailed in Troas.

An army of Greeks, however, made its appearance,

and universal confusion ensued. Fear now took pos-

session of every breast ; the inhabitants of the country

hastily sought refuge in the city, the gates of which
w^ere instantly closed. The brave Hector flew to the

ramparts ; his example encouraged the most disheart-

ened ; they gather round him ; follow him in every

sally, and for ten years they resist every effort of the

Greeks.

All the celestials took part m this war, espousing

either the side of the Trojans, or that of the Greeks.

Imperial Jove sat on the top of mount Ida, holding the

balance in his mighty hand, and directing the fate of

the coml^atants. In favour of the Greeks were the ma-
jestic Juno, the queen of the heavens

;
the severe Pallas

Athene, the offended goddess of Wisdom ; Neptune, the

lord of the waves ;
Vulcan, the god of fire ; and Mer-

cury, the swift messenger of the immortals. On the

side of the Trojans stood Venus, Apollo, Diana, and
Latona. Mars, as the god of war itself, went from one

army to the other, fighting now with the Greeks, and
now with the Trojans.

The chief cause of the detention of the Greeks before

the cityofTroy during ten years, without being able to get

possession of it, was the wrath of Achilles against Aga-
memnon, who had deprived him of his slave, the fair

Briseis. King Agamemnon refused to restore the beau-

tiful Chryseis, who, as a part of the booty made in
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the country of Troas, had fallen to his lot, to her fatheij

who was a priest of Apollo, and had come to the camp
of the Greeks, supplicating for the release of his daugh-

ter, and offering an ample ransom. Agamemnon re-

jected the offered ransom, refused to release Chryseis on

any terms, and loaded, moreover, the wretched old man,
who stood before him praying for the restitution of his

only and beloved child, with ignominious words and
menaces. Perceiving that his entreaties were ineffec-

tual, the priest lifted up his hands to Apollo, praying

him to avenge the injury done his servant, and to pun-

ish the cruelty of the Greeks. Apollo heard the suppli-

cation of the wretched father, and highly incensed

against Agamemnon and all his followers, he shot seve-

ral of his arrows into the camp of the Greeks, thus

causing a pestilence, which swept away multitudes of

the people.

At length it was revealed by the mouth of Calchas,

the priest and augur, through whose guilt and for what
cause the people of Greece were suffering. When Aga-
memnon, at the entreaties of all his allies, could not

longer refuse to restore Chryseis to her father, he de-

manded to be indemnified for his loss by another part

of the booty, which was already divided. Achilles, in-

dignant at his pride and selfishness, rebuked him with

great severity, and, when Agamemnon threatened him,

he was even on the point of drawing his sword against

the chief, but was restrained by the goddess of Wisdom,
who grasped his yellow locks.

Agamemnon, still more enraged at the opposition on

the part of Achilles, insisted with the greater obstinacy

on receiving an indemnity for the loss of his slave, and,

to avenge himself upon the bold son of Thetis, he car-

ried off Briseis by force out of his tent. Upon this act

of violence and injustice, Achilles retired to the lonely

shore of the sea, and stretching out his hand to his

mother, Thetis, implored her to avenge him upon the

haughty king of Mycene, by inducing the gods to assist



237

the Trojans, and to withdraw thek aid from the Greeks
;

so that while he dechned taking part in the war, these
might feel the want of his strong arm, and experience
the effects of his wrath.

Thetis heard the prayers of her son, and, hastening
to the throne of Jupiter, besought the ruler of gods and
men to bestow victory upon the Trojans, and thus to

avenge her son on proud Agamemnon and the ungrate-
ful Greeks ; reminding him, at the same time, of that
assistance which he had once received from her, w^hen
his sovereignty was endangered by a conspiracy of the
other deities. Jupiter complied with the request of his

benefactress. Prohibiting all the gods m the strictest

terms from assisting in any manner the besiegers of
Troy, he bestowed upon Hector, the chief of the be-

sieged, who made frequent and successful sallies, im-
mortal glory.

Too late did Agamemnon repent of the offence which
he had given to the vali-^i.t Arhiiles ; too late did all

the Greeks repent of having suffered this offence to be
committed against one, who alone was able to save
them from destruction by his mighty arm. Theii- at-

tempts to reconcile Achilles, and the entreaties by which
they endeavoured to induce him to take up again his good
spear in their belialf, were all in vain. He had closed
his ears to all their prayers, as well as their promises

;

his resolution was not to be shaken. At last, however,
when the Trojans, after they had vanquished the Greeks
in a bloody battle, assailed their camp, and were even
casting fire into their ships, Achilles, moved by the pray-
ers and tears of his beloved friend, Patroclus, permitted
him to array himself in his own armour, and to lead on
a troop of his Myrmidons against the enemies.

When the Trojans beheld the armour of the hero,

they supposed that the wearer was Achilles himself, and
fled hke a flock of sheep at the approach of the wolf.

Although the death of Patrockis was decreed by Des*
tiny, yet he was permitted, before he fell, to gain a neveü
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fading glory; for Sarpedon, Jupiter's son, together with
many other vaUant heroes, were subdued by his sword,

and went down to the dominions of Pluto. But his own
fate was fast approaching. Apollo stood behind him.

covered with night, and struck hmi with his broad hand
on his neck and shoulders, so that his eyes grew dim.

The god then pulled fiom his head the helmet, which
rolled under the feet of the horses ; he broke the heavy
spear, mounted with brass, in his hand, and stripped

him of his breast-plate. While Patroclus, stunned, could

scarce support liimself on his staggering knees, Hector

gave him the deadly stroke. The soul of Patroclus

went down to Orcus, complaining of her fate, because

she had left behind her the strength of youth.

When Achilles heard of the death of his beloved Pa-

ti'oclus, his wrath against Agamemnon and the Greeks
at once gave place to nobler feelings. His soul was
filled with distress and grief, and his eyes wept tears of

love over the body of his departed friend. In this

mournful siiuaiion he was founa by his mother, who
had risen from the deep, where his lamentations had
reached her ears. Although she made known to him,

after her parental consolations had in some measure
quieted his soul, that Hector's death would not long

precede his own, yet he swore to avenge the early de-

partm'e of his friend, regardless of the destiny that

aw aited himself Thetis, seeing her son firm in his re-

solution, endeavoured to comfort and animate him for

the short remainder of his days ; she promised and
brought to him new^ armour, of Vulcan's workman-
ship, and upon his reconciliation with Agamemnon,
who had restored to him the fair Briseis, he rushed

forth into the din of battle, to avenge the death of his

friend, and to bring sadness and grief over Priam and
his whole house.

Hector, thine hour is at hand ! Cover thy head, old

Priam, for the best and bravest of thy numerous off-

Bpringj who has hitherto defended the walls of Troy,
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and Ilium, and thee, shall now fall ! Pluck off thy
grey hair, O Hecuba, mother of many sons and many
daughters, for the nearest and dearest to thy heart of
all thy children, he who has been the protector of thy
house, thy daughters, and thyself, is now to enter on the
sohtary journey to those mansions, whither soon to fol-

low him is thine only consolation ! Go into thy cham-
ber, Andromache, best ofwives and tenderest of mothers,
there to weep and moan over the loss of the best of hus-
bands, and the tenderest of fathers, who shall henceforth
defend thee no longer, nor thy little son, Astyanax ! Go,
thine own Hector must fall

!

When Achilles appeared on the battle-ground, shaking
his mighty spear, and thundering like a lion, the Trojans,
terror-struck, fled back in confusion to the city. Hector
alone stood firm, to await the son of a goddess, and to
enter with him on the decisive combat. He stood firm,

till Achilles was near enough to make him see the divine
armour in which he was clad

; at that moment sudden
consternation seized him, and he fled. Three times was
he chased round the walls of Troy by the son of Thetis :

so long had Apollo strengthened his knees. But when
he was running round the fourth time, Jupiter took
up the balance, put into each scale a lot of death, and
the lot of Hector sunk down toward Orcus. Then
Apollo left him to his destiny.

The heroes fought. Hector fell ; and Achilles, fas-

tening his feet to his chariot, dragged him in triumph
through dust and water and stones, round the city of
Troy. The old and wretched parents of the fallen

liero, stood upon the walls, and beheld this melancholy
spectacle. Hecuba filled the aii* with her lamentations,-

and Priam stretched forth his trembhng hands, as if

entreating forbearance.

In the camp of the Greeks the funeral of Patroclus
was celebrated with great pomp and public games of
combat, while Hector's corpse lay there unburied. In
grder to procitre for his body also the funeral rites, and
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thus to bring Hector's soul to her rest in the Elysian

fields, the aged Priam himself, conducted by Mercury,

came at night into the Greek camp, and, entering

the tent of Achilles, he threw liimself at his feet, em-
bracing his knees, and conjuring him by the memory
of his old father, Peleus, to surrender to him the body
of his son Hector, that he might procure for it an ho-

nourable interment.

This picture of old Priam, as he is embracing the

knees of the man who had slain his dearest son, the sup-

port of his old age, and the defender of his city and his

throne, and supphcating for his son's body, is one of the

most tragic, and at the same timeone of the most touching

objects, w^hich the annals of mankind exhibit. There is

another scene, belonging to the same history, which is

equally affecting, and deserves to be placed along with
it. It is Cassandra, the daughter of Priam, who, through
the power of her presaging mind, foresees all the misery
which hangs over Troy, her parents, and herself; but
finding nowhere any credit and belief, and therefore no-

where any means of preventing that misery, wanders in

lonely places, lamenting in despair her cruel fate.

The distress of Priam reminds Achilles of his own
aged father, and touched by the thought that he also

would shortly be obliged to lament his departed son,

he grants the request of Priam, who, with the corpse

of Hector, hastens back to Troy, w here with his w hole

people he celebrates the funeral in the most solemn
manner.

Achilles himself was soon overtaken by his destiny.

After having performed several other glorious deeds, the
fatal arrow, shot by Paris, and directed by Apollo,

w^ounded him in the heel, the only vulnerable part of
liis body, and the wound proved fatal. On account of
his armour, the present of Vulcan, an unfortunate con-
tention ensued among the leaders of the Greek army.
It w^as at length awarded to Ulysses, king of Ithaca,

at which Ajax, who, after Achilles^ was the most valiant
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hero among the Greeks, became so displeased and of-

fended, that he put a period to his hfe.

Paris did not long boast of his victory over Achilles.

He was killed by Philoctetes with one of those arrows

which Hercules had dipt in the blood of the Lerneean

hydra, and left as an inheritance to his friend. The
downfall of Troy, and the overthrow of Priam's ancient

realm, now drew nearer and nearer. Yet, after all the

blood that had been shed, the walls of the city, and the

castle of Ilium, were not to be conquered by power, but

by artifice.

At the advice of the crafty Ulysses, a colossean horse

of wood was constructed, in whose belly several of the

most courageous heroes concealed themselves, while the

Greek army went on board their ships, feigning to have
left the coasts of Troas for ever. Sinon only remained,

who, when he was discovered by the Trojans, made
them l^elieve, by means of a v/ell studied tale, that he
was a fugitive, persecuted by his own countrymen, the

Greeks, and that he was on his way to implore the as-

sistance and protection of the magnanimous Trojans.

He told them, at the same time, as an important secret;

that the wooden horse, at which the Trojans looked

with much astonishment, not knowing for wliat pur-

pose it w^as left, had been built by the Greeks with the

view of propitiating Minerva, because they had taken
from the city the Palladium, the statue of the goddess,

which was looked upon as the pledge of safety for the

realm of Troy. Sinon acted his part so well as to dis-

perse almost every doubt respecting the truth of his ac-

comit ; 8.nd if some distrust still remained in the breast

of one or two, it was dispelled by a singular event, which
happened quite seasonably to support the fictitious tale

of the treacherous Greek.

Laocoon, an old Trojan priest, who had lieard that

liis fellow -citizens were about to transport the dangerous
gift, which the sons of Danaus had left behind them,

to the temple of Pallas Athene, in the middle of the

21
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city, hastened before the gates, and conjured them
to reflect on what they were about to do. At the close

of his speech he drove his spear against the side of

the horse, and a feeble clash of arms resounded from

the belly of it. Laocoon then went with his sons to

a neighbouring temple of Neptune, to offer a sacrifice

to the ruler of the waves, to thank him for the preser-

vation of his native city, and to implore his farther as-

sistance. There, while he was preparing the offerings,

two enormous serpents, which came from the isle of

Tenedos over the sea, suddenly made their appearance:

and ere the wretched father could warn his sons, or

fly with them, the reptiles had already coiled their im-

mense folds around the tender bodies of both the youths.

Laocoon, rushing desperately upon the monsters, to save

his children, became himself entangled within the coils

of the snakes, and father and sons, beholding their mu-
tual agonies, without being able to assist each other, or

to help themselves, died a doubly painful death.

An antique marble statue, representing Laocoon witli

his two sons, as they are involved in the folds of the

reptiles, and striving in the agonies of death to free

themselves, has leached our own times. In this statue

art celebrates her highest triumph. The whole group,

as well as every single part of it, and particularly the

expression of mingled feelings in the faces of father and
sons, are of wonderful excellence. During the imperial

government of France, the statue of Laocoon, together

with its rival sisters, the statues of the Belvideie Apollo

and the Medicean Yerms, was to be seen in the great

museum at Paris ; afterwards they were taken back

again to Rome.
The fate of Laocoon was considered by the Trojans

as a punishment inflicted upon him by the gods, for

violating that present which was left by the departing

Greeks to Minerva, and was destined to be the substi-

tute of the Palladium, carried off from her temple.

There was now no longer any doubt of the pretended
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fugitive Sinon's sincerity, and of the truth of all that he
had related. The infatuated people accordingly hasten-

ed, with exultation and in triumph, to convey the new
pledge of safety, the new Palladium, into the city

; boys

and girls were delis^hted to touch the cords by which
the horse was di'awn. When it was found that the

gate of the city was not large enough for its admittance,

part of the walls was broken down, and the fatal horse

stood in the midst of Troy.

Rejoicing at their deliverau'-e from the dangerous ene-

mies who had atihcted them with many woes for ten

years past, the hapless inhabitants of the city now aban-

doned themselves freely to wine, and dance, and joy,

until a late hour of the night. x4Lt last, while they were
buried in sleep and intoxication, when midnight had
spread Its sable mantle over the count ly, the Greek fleet,

which had concealed itself behind the isle of Tenedos,
landed again on the shores of Troas. Sinon, the

treacherous Siiion, put a ladfler to the wooden horse,

and embowelled it by opening a hidden door in its belly.

Thus a number of Greek heroes were already in the

streets of Troy. They gave a sign to those on board the

ships by a burning torch ; then they opened the gates

of the city, after they had easily overpowered the drunken
guard, and in ru'^hed the Greek army : the last day of

lüum and of Priam's old realm had passed ! While
sleep pressed upon the eye-lids of the greater part of the

wretched inhabitants, those few who, at the first alarm,

endeavoured to resist tlie enemy, or to escape, were
slaughtered in the streets. The enraged Greek soldiery

immolated to their fury v/hatever met their eye. They
set fire to the four corners of the city, and while it was
raging they entered tlie houses in search of prey and
murder. Unhappy Priam was slain at the very altar

of his domestic temple, where he hat! sought an asylum.
Pyrrhus, the son of Achilles, revered in his fury no god,

no altar, no asylum : he plunged his sword in the old

man's heart. Priam had seen almost all his sons be-
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come the prey of the sword during that unfortunate

war
;
happy for hmi, that his eyes could not behold the

fate of the aged Hecuba, his queen, of his daughters,

and of Andromache, Hector's noble spouse. They were
all carried away captives, to w^eep as slaves in a foreign

land.

Thus sunk the glory of Ilium, and Priam's royal race

was extinguished

!

The Greeks, on their return to their native land, were
obliged to atone for their dearly bought victory with
many misfortunes

; and even the greater part v.f those

Avho reached their home in safety, found their domestic

affairs, during a ten years' absence, so changed and dis-

ordered, that the remainder of their days, instead of be-

ing passed in peace and tranquillity, were embittered by
various calamities.

The hardest fate befel " the sufferer Ulysses," who,
in addition to the ten years during which he had lain

before the walls of Troy, was now doomed to wander
about on the sea another ten years, befoie he was per-

mitted to behold again the shores of Ithaca. In the

island of Sicily, he, and part of his companions, fell into

the hands of the Cyclop Polyphcine, from whom he
escaped with great danger, and only by means of his

inexhaustible cunning, after several of his friends had
been devomed by the monster. Out of the still, treach-

erous harbour of the L(zstrygons, a gigantic nation,

that fed on human flesh, he escaped with the loss of all

his ships but one, with which he landed on the isle of

Circe, the sorceress, who transfumed his companions
into various animals. After having lived with her,

unaffected by her magic potion, a whole year, he was
obhged to descend into the dominions of Pluto. When
he had safely reached again the higher regions, it be-

came necessary, in searching for his native island, that

he should pass by the dangerous Sirens. Forewarned,

however, by Circe of the evils to which he would subject

himself by listening to them, he made his companions
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stop their ears with wax, and had himself fastened to

the mast of the ship, enjoining his followers not to un-

bind him, even if lie himself should desire it. Thus he
passed in safety the abode of the Sirens, hearing with-

out danger the enchanting harmony of their voices.

Then was Ulysses obhged to navigate the narrow, peri-

lous straight, that lies between the gulf of Charybdis

and the rock Scylla, a pass so ditficult, that its danger
has given rise to the saying, " if he avoids Charybdis.

he is sure to be wrecked on Scylla." Having escaped

this danger also, he landed on an island, where, against

his orders, his companions killed several oxen sacred

to the sun. Apollo complained of the crime at the

throne of Jupiter, and as soon as the ship of Ulysses

had again reached the open sea, she was dashed to

pieces by Jove's thunderbolts. The whole crew perish-

ed. Ulysses was the only person that sur\aved, and he
saved himself by swimming to the isle of Calypso.

The Nymph promised him immortality, if he would re-

main with her and become her husband ; but the desire

to see once more his native land, liis wife Penelope, and
his son Telemachus, was a stronger inducement with

the hero, than all the felicity whicli Ca,lypso could offer

hull. After he had been detained by her a long time,

she was at length, by the command of the gods, obliged

to dismiss him. Once more he surrendeied his life to

the mercy of the waves on a raft, which he had built

with his own hands; and he was now approaching

the shores of Ithaca, when Neptune cast his eye upon
the bold navigator. The god, incerised at him for

having bereft Polypheme, who was a son of his, of his

only eye, raised a sudden storm, by which Ulysses' raft

was cast back into the open sea and upset. Exposed
in a wild tempest as a prey to the raging billows, still

Ulysses despaired not. Clinging to a rock, he suffered

the storm to pass over, and then swam to the neighbour-

ing island of the Pheeacians, where he was hospitably

received and kindly treated. From this place he was
21*



246

at last sent over to Ithica, there to rest from so many
sutferings and dangers in the arms of love. He found
his old father, Laertes, still ahve

;
he found his faithful

wife, 1 eneiope, and his onlj^ and dearly beloved son,

Telemachus. The first care of Ulysses, as soon as he
saw himself restored to his native country and his king-

dom, WL.S to punish those haughty and insolent suitors^

w^ho, during his absence, had importuned the faithful

Penelope with their impertinent addresses, and shame-
lessly consumed his property in their daily banquets.

With the assistance of his son, Telemachus, and his

faithful herdsman, Eumsus. he killed them in the porch

of his palace, in the midst of their revelry. After this

act of retribution, cruel indeed, but quite in the spirit of

the times, he reigned quietly in Ithaca until his death.

NIOBE.

Niobe, the daughter of Tantalus, and wife of Amphi-

on, king of Thebes, prided herself in being the mother

of seven hardy sons, and as many beautiful daughters,

and to such an excess was she led by her maternal ex-

ultation, as to scorn Latona, and to scoß' at the venera-

tion of her, who had brought forth only one son and

one daughter.

Incensed at the affront offered to their parent, Lato

na's twins sallied forth to avenge her ; and wliile the

arrow^s of Apollo pierced the breasts of Niobe's sons,

their sisters were shot by Diana. The wretched pa-

rents hastened to their childrens' assistance, but an ar-

row from Apollo's bow^ pierced the heart of Amphion.

Niobe, thus deprived at once of her children, who had

been her greatest treasure, as well as the pride of her

heart, and at the same time of her husband, went forth,

disgusted with life, into the \vilderness, there in lonely

soUtude to shed maternal tears. The gods beheld her

sufferings, pitied her, and put an end to her giief. The
once beautiful queen, dissolved iii tears, found herself on
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a sudden deprived of motion, and gradually stiffening

into stone; she was changed into a rock, which, on
mount Sipylus, in Lydia, continues, as if still conscious

of sorrows, to shed tears, and is thus a perpetual monu-
ment of her grief.

CEPHALUS AND PROCJIIS.

Cephalus, son of Dioneus, king of Phocis, had been
but a short tune married to Procris, the beautiful daugh-
ter of Erechtheus, king of Athens, when on mount Hy-
mettus, while he was early in the morning pursuing
the deer, he was seen and cairied off by Aurora. The
society of the goddess, however, w^as \vith Cephalus no
equivalent for the loss of his beloved wife, and although

Aurora tried every art to reconcile him to his present

state, and to induce him to exchange for ever a terres-

trial for a celestial abode, yet her endeavours were fruit-

less. Cephalus longed for his former residence, and for

his Procris. At last, when the goddess saw that all her

blandishments were unavailing, that his heart was full

of his dear wife, and her name for ever on his lips, she
dismissed him, but not without intimating to him, that

the time should soon arrive, when he would repent of

having preferred to a goddess a mortal woman, whom,
in bitterness of soul, he would wish never to have seen.

These words effected the object intended by the in-

censed goddess
;
thev filled the heart of Cephalus with

jealousy and suspicion of his wife. With the view

of trying her faithfulness, he returned in disguise to

Procris, presenting himself as a lover. She received his

overtures with disdain ; but Cephalus, once experienc-

ing the sting of jealousy in his heart, loaded her, after

having discovered himself, wdth reproaches, and left

her in a transport of rage. He was afterv/ards pre-

vailed upon to become reconciled to her
; and soon after

Procris, on her part, became jealous and suspicious of her

husband, because she had heard that he loved the
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Nymph Aura, with whom he had secret interviews,

when he pretended to her that he w^as going to hunt.

To convince heiself of his infideUty, Procris went to the

spot which had been designated as the place of assigna-

tion of her husband and his jnistress, and concealed her-

self behind some trees. Cephakis arrived, and throw-

ing himself, panting and breathless from the fatigues of

the chase, upon the grass, he exclaimed, AiuYi, Ati?a,

meaning by the word nothing more than gen tie

breeze, fresh air. Procris, who supposed that she had
heard the name of her rival, moved from behind the

trees, and her husband, supposing the rustling that he
heard to be occasioned by some wild beast, drew his

bow, and the fatal arrow pierced the breast of Prociis,

who, when dying, was convinced by Cephalus of the

groundlessness of her suspicions.

PHAETON.

In Eg5rpt, where Jupiter had a son by lo, named
Epaphus, lived also Phaeton, a son of Helios and Cly-

mene. On a certain occasion, during a quarrel between
the two youths, the former happened to assert, that

Phaeton was no son of Helios, and that his mother
falsely boasted of being the wife of a god. To refute

this bitter reproach in the most splendid manner. Phae-
ton, instigated by his mother, went himself up to the

palace of Helios, praying that his father would grant

him a request. The god of the sun, who tenderly loved

his child, inconsiderately swore by Styx to grant him
what he should desire. But he had soon reason to repent

ef his promise, when Phaeton insisted upon being allowed

to drive, for one day, the chariot of the sun. Not daring

to violate the oath by Styx, and, finding entreaties and
remonstrances unavailing to dissuade him from his peri-

lous enterprise, Hehos complied with his wish, and
Phaeton courageously and joyfully mounted the chariot

©f the sun. No sooner, however, did the celestial.
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coursers discover that they were guided by a feebler

hand than that of HeUos, than tiiey disregarded the ef-

forts of their new charioteer, and. leaving their usual

course, now approached too near the heavens, and now
again came so close to the earth, that the mountains
began to blaze, and the rivers and fountains dried up.

The earth in her extremity besought Jupiter for help,

and he, enraged already at the presumption of this new
driver of the celestial horses, and at the danger in which
the heavens themselves were brought by him, struck

him in the head with one of his thunderbolts, which
precipitated him into the river Eridanus. There his

three sisters, the Heliades, or daughters of the sun, Lam-
petia, Phaetusa, and Mgle, who tenderly loved their

brother, lamented his loss so long, that at last the gods

were touched with compassion at their grief, and
changed them into palm trees, still shedding tears, that

were hardened in the ilood to amber. Cycnus also,

the friend of Phaeton, lamented his death on the banks

of Eridanus, till his form, dissolved in tears, was changed
into that of a swan, which always remains on the floods

that had swallowed his beloved friend.

THE DOMINIONS OF PLUTO.

Tartcmifi^ or Erebus, properly speaking, was the

abode of Night, where, at the remotest boundary of the

earth, the sun was supposed to sink into the sea.

There, too, was the mansion of Pluto, beneath which
the Titans bemoaned their fate in a dark prison. The
boundary of the earth, however, was thought to be the

Atlantic Ocean, and thither, near the abode of Night,

fiction placed also the blissful islands, where everlasting

spring is reigning. There also, in the same dusky ho-

rizon of the west, the sky rested upon the shoulders of
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Atlas ; and the gardens of the Hesperides, the daughteic

of Night, yielded there the golden fmits.

In Greece, the entrance to the dominions of Pluto

was imagined to be near the promontory of Tsenarus

;

and farther westward hi Thespiotia, two streams took

their rise, which we find again in Orcus, the rivers

Acheron and Cocytus. Here it was that Theseus and
Pirithous were said to have descended to the dark abode

of the shades. Still farther to the west, beyond the sea,

on the coasts of Italy, imagination discovered another Fit

place for an entrance from the higher into the lower

world. A dark, spacious cavern, led to a gloomy grove,

contiguous to the lake Avernus ; the poisonous exhala-

tions arising from this lake were mortal to every bird

that attempted to lly over it, and permitted no man to

live round its borders, or in its vicinity.

PLUTO.

The ruler of the lower vrorld was called by the Greeks

Hades, or Aides, the Invisible, the Unknown ; a name,
indicating of itself the sable gloom, which no mortal eye

had pierced. He was also named the Subterranean,

or Stygian Jupiter, and plastic art represented him like

the imperial Jove, only with this difFerence, that his

gloomy features nevor relax into a smile. He is seated

on a throne, bearing the royal sceptre in his hand ;
and

if his head is not covered by that curious helmet of

Vulcan's workmanship, which had the power to render

every one who wore it invisible, his garment is drawn
over his head, to intimate the god concealed, the god in-

\isible and unknown. Sonietimes also he is represent-

ed as bearing on his head, instead of a helmet, or crown,

an ancient corn-measure, the emblem of tlie earth's fer-

tility. In this manner he combines in his person the

ideas of Jupiter and Pluto, of the god of the living and
the god of the dead, and is called Serapis, or Jupiter

Serapis. In this character, and under this name, he was
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worshipped chiefly at Alexandria, in Egrypt. Pkito pre=

sided over the funeral obsequies, which he was supposed

to have invented;

How youth and beauty may become a prey of sud-

den death, is intimated by the attractive tale of the

ravishment of Proserpina by the king of the gloomy
dominions. Struck with the charms of Ceres' lovely

daughter, and aware that she would not willingly ac-

company him, the sable monarch carried her off by
force, and made her his consort on the royal throne in

the lower world. Her name, Persephone, under which
she was known to the Greeks, is indicative of destruction

and decay. In their subterranean palace, Pluto and
Proserpina are thus seated beside each other on their

gloomy throne, in melancholy unanimity, reigning over

the dismal abode of the dead.

The gates to their dominions are watched by the

triple-headed Cerberus ; and before they can be reached

four rivers must be crossed, the very names of which fill

the soul with terror. The first is Acheron^ the sighing

riv€r, a son of Earth. He was born in a cave, and,

having a natural aversion to light, ran down into Orcus,

where he was changed into the river which still retain;^

his name. Styx^ terrible above all, is a lake rather than

a river, and has already been mentioned in the chapter

on the ancient deities. The third river, Cocytus, flows

out of Styx. The sound of its waters, the murmurs of

which imitate the howling of the damned, is dismal be-

yond measure. Pyriphlegethon^ the fourth river, rolls

along slowly its waves of fire.

The office of carrying the dead over these dreadful

rivers to the palace of Pluto, is committed to Charo7i,

who is the ferryman of Orcus. This Charon, the son

of Erebus and Night, is generally represented as a sordid

and morose old man, whose bald forehead is lined with

wrinkles, and whose long, neglected beard, is gray by
age. In his demand of wages for conveying across the

riversj he is iaexorable. A? soon as a departed soul
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presents herself at, the spot, where he has his crazy boat

in waiting, his first inquiry is, whether the traveller to

that land from which there is no return, can pay her

passage ; and if it should happen that the Obolus has

been forgotten, the poor soul may wander on the gloomy

shores, waiting in vain for the pity of Charon. Such

also of the dead as remained unburied, were forced to

wander on those gloomy shores a hundred years, be-

fore they were conducted over the rivers, and could

obtain rest.

The whole fiction of Hades, or Pluto, alludes to the

grave, whose narrow bounds imagination enlarged into

a world of shades. The kingdom of Pluto is therefore

generally called a desolate and void empire, and his pa-

lace a narrow mansion. There is the same allusion to

the grave and to decay in the old and leaky boat of Cha-

ron, which only creeps, as it were, across the rivers,

taking up much slime through its crevices. The dead

I hemselves are represented like a world of dreams ; the

empty shades appear and disappear in a moment
;
yet

they are sensible of what they had formerly been, and

of what tlie}^ had possessed, and still strive to accom-

plish those pursuits, in which they had been engaged

when living in the higher regions, like a man who works

and fatigues himself during a dream, without attaining

his object.

When Ulysses, by the command of Circe, went down
into the lower world, the souls of all the departed whom
he had known during their life time, assembled around

file ditch, into which he shed the dark blood of his vic-

tims. His mother presented herself to him, but when
he was going to embrace her, the empty shade receded,

telling him, that, after the body was destroyed, the soul

escaped every touch like a dream. The shade of Aga-

memnon stretched forth his arms towards his friend and

counsellor, but there was no more strength in his mem-
bers. Ulysses addressed the shade of Achilles, con-

srratulatiMff him o^. account of hh having been renown-
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ed while among the living, and of his being now es-

teemed among the dead; to which Achilles repliedj

that, were it possible, he would return to life, and serve

as a poor day labourer for scanty wages, rather than

reign in his present abode over all the departed. The
shade of Hercules, too, appeared to Ulysses, although he

himself had his seat among the celestials.

iEneas, who, for the sake of visiting his father An-

chises, descended to the abodes of the departed, heard, as

soon as he had placed his foot on the other bank of the

river, the weeping and wailing of those children, who,

not long after their birth, had left life again, without

having been pernntted to enjoy it. Near their abode

were the mansions of those who had either been inno-

cently sentenced to death, or had themselves put a period

to their lives, the light of heaven having become odious

to them, and who would now gladly bear the greatest

poverty, and undergo the hardest labour, could they be

permitted by unchangeable destiny to return to those

regions which they had so inconsiderately deserted.

iEneas then arrived in the fields of sorrow, where those

were roaming, whose lives had been shortened by
disappointed love. On the left side of their abode, he
beheld Tartarus, where the scorners of the gods, and
the pei-petrators of injustice and crhiies, were compelled

to atone for their deeds
; and on the right he entered

Elysium, the mansion of the blessed, particularly of the

souls of those who had seen the better times on earth,

the golden age, before man was stained by guilt.

Here the souls of the just, freed from the passions and
prejudices of mortality, ranged from grove to grove, and
enjoyed the pleasures of friendship and contemplation,

until, at the command of Jupiter, they drank the waters

of Lethe^ and the oblivious draught instantly caused
them to lose all remembrance of the past. They tlien

returned again, in human forms, to tlie earth, where, for-

getful of the joys of Elysium, they patiently endured
the cares and sorrows of humanity, until the close of a

22
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well-spent life restored them again to tlie mansions of

the just. In the blessed Elysian fields, ^neas met with
his father, who disclosed to him the mysteries of birth

and death, of rise and decay, and opened before his men-
tal eye a view of the times to come.

Among the superior beings who, besides Pluto and
Proserpina, are inhabitants of Orcus, the following must
be mentioned :

Parce, or Fates.—Of these we have ah'eady had
occasion to speak. They are always represented as old

women, attired m white robes. These formidable sis-

ters superintend a multitude of inferior fates, to each of

whom Destiny has assigned a skein of thread, on which
depends the existence of a mortal.

Plutus.—The origin of this god is not certainly

known
;
some make him the son of Rhea and Time,

while others announce him as the offspring of Ceres and
Jason, an agriculturist. He presides over wealth and
riches, and being himself blind, he has the goddess For-

tune for a guide. He is represented not only as blind^

but also as lame ; he reposes upon a throne of gold,

over which is placed a canopy enriched with jewels.

" Let none admire
That riches grow in hell ; that soil may best

Deserve the precious bane."*

Furies, or Eumenides.—The origin of these formi-

dable beings has been already mentioned. Their names
are significant ; Tisiphone is the avenger of murder

;

Megcera is the wrathful : Alecto is the restless. The
office of the severe and inexorable sisters is to punish

injustice and crime, and to torment the wicked. Nothing
can be conceived more frightful than their appearance.

Snakes, instead of hair, wind round their heads, and,

when incensed, their black garments are spotted with

blood. With the one hand they grasp a dagger, and

* Paradise Lost. Book I. 690. ss.
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hold a torch in the other. Thus they pursue the guilty,

never ceasuig to torment him, until he has atoned for

his crimes; thus they pursued 0-estes, the murderer of

his own mother. So great was the awe in which men
stood of the Furies, that they scarcely ventured to men-
tion their names. Few, even among the superior dei-

ties, received so much homage as the ihree avenging

sisters. They had a temple at Athens, near tlie Areo-

pagus, the priests of wirioh formed a tribunal, before

which no one dared to appeal until he had sworn upon
the altar of the Eumenides to teli nothing but the truth

;

and whoever was conscious of any unlawful action per-

petrated in secret, endeavoured to propitiate them by
prayers and offerings.

Death.—The Greeks acknowledged no god, or god-

dess of Death ; they knew only the genius of Death,

who reversed and quenched his torch whenever he
brought a man to his last rest. He has been mention-

ed already. But the Rojvians sometimes speak of Mors,

the daughter of Xight and Erebus, to whom, however,

no temple was ever dedicated, iu)r any snuriiice uffered,

because Death is inaccessible to entreaties, and not to

be moved by supphcations and offeiings.

Minos, Rhadamanthus, and tEacus, the judges of

the souls of the dead, have been mentioned before, and
it is only necessary to add iiere, that Rhadamanthus
was supposed tg l)e the judge of the Asiatics

; ^acus
of the Europeans, and tiiat Minos,, who, as president of

the awful tribunal, held a golden sceptre, acted as umpire
in micertain and difficult cases.

PUNISHMENTS OF THE CRIMINALS IN TARTARUS.

The criminals who are forced to atone for their crimes

in Tartarus, are, properly speaking, not condemned to

what maybe tersned suiferings, but rather to an endless

labour, that never attains the object for which it is un-
dertaken. Their punishment appears to consist in this

;
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that the restless Hfe Avhich they led in the higher world,

now pursues them in the lower regions ; which is, at

the same time, an emblem of their boundless ambition,

which made them odious to the gods, because they would
not bear to be too nearly approached by a mortal.

TANTALUS.

He was the son of Juj^iter and the nymph Plota, and
fiction represents this wealthy and sa^e monarch, who
reigned in the country adjoining mount Sipylus, in Ly-
dia, as the favourite of the immortals. He sat at the

same table with Jupirer himself, who was pleased with

his conversation, and the deep sense which was hidden

in his words ; but alas !

" For a slave too great, and for companion
Of the mighty Thunderer but a man,"*

he once forg^ot himself so far as to offend Jupiter with

some intemperate language, and he immediately plunged

him from the height uf happiness into immeasurable
depths of misery. The pimishment inflicted upon Tan-
talus was this ;

that he should be tormented by everlast-

ing thirst and hunger, and, at the same time, should be

obliged to see the clear flood rising to his lips, but flying

back as soon as he tried to swallow it, and to behold the

branch, loaded with inviting fruits, which hung close

round his head, but receded whenever he stretched forth

his hand to touch them.

This punishment was, as it were, a continuance of

the hfe which he led on earth
;
an emblem of that un-

satisfied desire to penetrate the secrets of the gods, a de-

sire which even induced him to kill his son Pelops, and
to serve up his flesh at a banquet, to which he had in-

vited the gods, in order to ascertain their divinity. If

any thing can indicate the danger of inordinate curiosi-

ty in mortals, it is this shocking tale. It is the depreda-

* Goethe's Iphigenia.
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fion which humanity commits on itself, in order to in-

vestigate the primeval cause of its existence. Ceres

was the only deity who partook of the repast that was
placed before the assembled gods by Tantalus. They
afterwards recalled Pelops to life, and procured him an
ivory shoulder in the place of that which Ceres had
eaten. Fiction justifies the sentence passed upon Tan-
talus by this transaction. All his other crimes were
encroachments upon the privileges of the celestials.

He stole some ambrosia from their table, that mortal

lips might taste it ; and, assisted by Pandarus, he car-

ried off Jupiter's dog, that watched the sanctuary of the

god in Crete.

IXION.

Ixion, w^ho reigned in Thessaly, was subjected to a
fate very similar to that of Tantalus ; he also was ad-

mitted to the table of the gods, where the charms of

the queen of the heavens made him forget his mortali-

ty. Vain and presumptuous, he imagined himself to

have attained the summit of his wishes, when, instead

of embracing Juno, he clasped in his arms a cloud,

wdiich Jupiter had thrown in his way, to try his im-

pudence. The presumptuous attempts of this mortal to

enjoy what is the property of heaven, and unattainable

by man, were not only defeated, but punished. He
was expelled ft'om Olympus : and when he had the te-

merity to boast on earth of what he had attempted in

heaven, Jupiter hurled him into Tartarus, where he was
fastened to a wheel, Vvhich turns continually. Thus is

he obliged to atone for his criminal wishes, which in-

duced him to transgress the boundaries allotted to hu-
manity. His restlessness never ceases

; it is hke the

wheel of human endeavours, w hich merely turns round
itself, to no purpose.

22*
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PHLEGYAS.

Phlegyas, a king of Thessaly, and father of Ixion,

was one of the most vahant and warhke princes of

Greece. He built a city, which he named after him-

self, and peopled with the most eminent and coura-

geous warriors. They were called the sons of Mars, and
terror preceded them wherever they were. Phlegyas,

incensed beyond measure against Apollo, who had car-

ried off his daughter Coronis, sallied forth with his war-

riors to Delphi, conquered the city, and burned Apollo's

temple. This horrid crime met with an adequate pun-

ishment. Phlegyas was banished to Tartarus, where a
ponderous rock always hangs immediately over his head,

threatening every moment to crush him. The constant

danger which the impetuous warrior sought in the bat-

tle, accompanied him to Tartarus, and thus becomes a
terrible emblem of the lot of mortals, over whose heads

Destiny, wrapped in darkness, was thought perpetually

to hover, menacing every moment ruin and destruction,

and tormenting the soul with constant doubt and appre-

hension.

THE DANAIDES.

It has been already stated, that the fifty daughters of

Danaus, king of Argos, put to deatli, with the single ex-

ception of Hypermnestra, all their husbands on their

wedding night. The punishment which they had to

suffer for this crime, was also a labour without end.

They w^ere condemned incessantly to pour water into a
vessel full of holes ; so that they see every moment that

their labour is vain, as soon as it is performed.

SISYPHUS.

Sisyphus, king of Corinth, was one of the most active
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and wise princes of his times. Nevertheless, he wa;^

condemned not only to take up his residence in Tarta-

rus, but, Uke the Danaides, to perform there a task which
is never completed. He is obliged constantly to roll a

huge rock up to the summit of a mountain ; but as soon

as he has nearly reached the top, and rejoices in the

hope of being permitted to rest from his hard labour, the

rock, in spite of all his endeavours, rolls down again.

Sisyphus had lived to a great age, and this is the

reason why fiction asserts that he had deceived the sub-

terranean deities, who had once permitted him, upon
his promise of a speedy return, to leave Orcus, and that

he had broken his word with them. As he endeavour-

ed in this way to prolong his days beyond the destined

term, the ever-rolling rock, on which he vainly exhausts

liis strength in Tartarus, is, as it were, an emblem of

the troublesome labour of life, w^iich he was unwilling

to abandon.

CUPID AND PSYCHE.

One of the most charming fictions which antiquity

has transmitted to us, is that of Cupid and Psyche. It

involves the most sublime and the most tender ideas of

life, death, and immortality, as far as such ideas may
be expected among the rehgious heathen of ancient times.

The name of Psyche signifies both a butterfly and thehu-
man soul. When represented, therefore, with the wings
of a butterfly attached to her shoul lers. Psyche is, as

it were, the emblem of a tender, spiritual being, who,
freed from the coarser covering of her chrysalis, and too

sublimated for this lower world, rises to a higher ex-

istence, where, united in sacred and mutual marriage
with Love, she participates in that bliss which the immor-
tals themselves enjoy. This fiction forms the veil which,

in a most agreealjle manner, conceals the terrors of the

lower world.

Psyche, the most lovely of mortals, was the daughter
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of a powerful monarch, and the youngest of three sis-

ters. So transcendent was her beauty, that no mortal

man dared sue for her hand, and her father's subjects,

neglecting the worship of Venus, raised altars to

Psyche. Her parents exulted in the general homage
paid to their daughter ; and her sisters, somew liat

jealous of her superior beauty, pleased themselves

with the thought, that, whUe they were married, she

would never have a hushRud. Both parents and sisters,

however, soon found themselves disappointed in the

anticipations which they had indulged. The former

were obliged, by the command of an oracle, to conduct
their darling daughter, arrayed in festive attire, as if to

her burial, to the sum.mit of a steep mountain, and there

to abandon her to her fate. No sooner did Psyche find

herself alone, than she was tenderly raised by a ZepLyr,
that carried her to the abode which had been prepared

for her by Love. She saw herself transported to a re-

gion unknown to her, but the most charming w^hich her

eye had ever beheld. A magnificent palace, surround-

ed by beautiful groves and beds of flowers, was at her

disposal ; she w^as mistress of many invisible attendants,

and her commands were no sooner issued than they

were instantly executed. Him, wfi6 had bestowed on
her this delightful abode, and w^hom she w^as to consider

as her husband, her eyes did not behold. He visited her

only at night, teUing her, with a sweetly sounding voice,

that he w^as the husband allotted to her by the immor-
tals, but entreating and w arning her, at the same time,

never to inquire who he was, otherwise she w^ould lose

his love for ever, and become miserable.

But in the midst of a heavenly happiness. Psyche
longed to see once more her parents, or at least her

(sisters, that she might dissipate the grief of her fa-

mily on account of her fate. Her husband, seeing that

all the entreaties and remonstrances with which he en-

deavoured to banish this wish from the heart of his

spouse, were vain, consented at last to her sisters' visiting
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her. Zephyr was accordingly ordered to convey them
to Psyche's abode. No sooner had they arrived, and
beheld the happiness which had been allotted to their

sister, than envy swallowed every better feeling of their

hearts ; and after having heard the particular circum-

stances under which Psyche enjo3^ed her matrimonial

happiness, they infused into her the suspicion, that her

husband must be a hideous monster, because he dreaded

to bft seen. Their malevolence even went so far as to

persuade their sister by every pos^ibjp, art to transgress

the positive conmiand of her husband, and, by a pointed

iron, to rid herself of the monster, when buried in sleep.

The sisters were carried away again by Zephyr, and
poor Psyche, whose mind was agitated by contending

feelings, resolved at last to follow the counsel which her

malevolent sisters had given her. When night had ex-

panded its wings over her blessed abode, and her hus-

band was buried in repose, she took up the lamp, and a
dagger which she had concealed, and stepped with faint-

ing knees and trembling hand to the couch of the un-

known. But instead <)f the monster whom she had ex-

pected to see, she beheld the most beautiful of the un-

mortals, Cupid, the god of Love ! She attempted gently

to draw away the Hmp, but her hand trembled, and a
drop of hot oil fell upon the god's shoulder. Cupid
started up from his sleep, and, beholding his wife with

lamp and dagger, cast a look on the wretched Psyche,

in which rage, and scorn, and pity, were intermingled

:

he mounted on his wings, never more to return.

When Psyche felt that she had lost the love and es-

teem of her adored husband, despair took possession of

her mind, and she attempted to put a period to her ex-

istence. She threw herself into a neighbouring^ stream,

but the floods gently carried her to the opposite bank,

where Pan endeavoured to console her, by predicting to

her that she was destined, at a future period, to be once
more happy.

Psyche's sisters, who- had anticipated the conse-
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quences of their fatal counsel, and who now wished to

succeed their unfortunate sister, placed themselves, one
after the other, on the sunjmit of the niountain, from
which Psyche had heen carried away by unknown
powers, hoping that Zephyr woidd convey them to the

wished for residence ; liut l^eing hurled into the abyss

by sudden blasts of wind, they atoned with their deaths

for the envy and treachery which they had displayed

against their innocent sister.

Poor Psyclip nverrnw tlic whole earth in search of her

lost husband ; but finding all her endeavours vain, she

at last took tlie resolution of applying to Yenus, and of

miploring mercy from her. Venus, who was incensed

at the fair suppliant, on account of her intercourse with

Cupid, as well as because of her celestial beauty, re-

ceived her with reproaclies, and imposed on her the

severest trials, enjoining tasks, tbe performance of

which appeared impossible. Psyche, however, assist-

ed by beneficent beings, whom Cupid, who still loved

her, sent to her aid, surn.Sunted all difficulties
;
yet was

she obhged for a long tinje to sufier the consequences of

her imprudence, until she \\ as ag"ain ihou£rht worthy of

her forfeited happiness. At last she was ordered by
Venus to descend into Orcus itself, and to fetch fiom

Proserpina a box containing the highest charms of

]>eauty. Psyche obeyed the command of the cruel god-

dess. She set out on the dreadful journey, despairing

herself of success, but the voice of him who was invisibly

her protector and guide, taught her every precaution

that was necessary to be taken, and warned her of

every danger to be avoided.

Being provided with some cake to tame the fury of

Cerberus, and a sum of money to gain tlie good will of

Charon, she ventured down to the gloomy regions, and
arrived safely at the palace of Proserpina. The desired

box was delivered to her, but with a strict injunction not

to open it. Psyche, who had surmouüted so many dif-

ficulties, and sustained with heroic fortitude so many
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trials, suffered herself to be overpowered by this last.

Scarcely had she left the dominions of Pluto, when cu-

riosity and vanity induced her to open the box. That
moment was she involved in a black and noxious va-

pour, which threw her into a sleep, from which she

would never have again risen, had not Cupid, her innsi-

ble protector, hastened to her assistance. He restored

her to life, collected the vapour again into the box, and
conducted his beloved Psyche safely to the throne of

Jove, there proclaiming her as his lawful wife, and sup-

plicating for her admission among the number of the

immortals. Jupiter complied with his request ; Venus
became reconciled to her beauteous daughter-in-law;

and the whole choir of the celestials celebrated the se

cond, the heavenly marriage of Cupid and Psyche.
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